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Mr. P I K E s
PRESENT THOUGHTS <.

Dear S I R,

AM much obliged to you for the
pains you have taken, i tranflating
1d tranfcribing to mc,Mr. Griffith’s pre-
ce to his new cdition of the aflembly’s
orter catechifmi. It has entertain’d mc
ith a very ftriking {pecimen, of the {pinit
nd reafoning of a modcrn Phariiee, upon
fubject as interefling to himficlf and his
rethren, as were the traaitions of the
lders to the anticer:t Pharifees.

The profeficd {ubject 1s, the ufcfulnefs
1d excellency of the aflembly’s {Lorter
itechifm, for which he appears very zeal-
15 and fanguine. He is very pofitive,
1at the method of mnftruétion by a cate-
ifm; i.e. by a [yflem of Chriftian doc-
ine drawn wp in a way of queftion an
fwer, 1s very proper and ufeful. Her
“he has the general voice to kcep 1

countenance; as every fect of mo
hriftians approve and ufe 1it, thi

cinfelves confirmed and encoure

A
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this practice, by indubitable experience of
it’s oreat ufefulnefs to children and to the
ignorant : juft as mn former times, all fects
agrced about the propriety and nccefitty
of convening councils to make decrces for
deciding  controverfiecs, and vegulating
church aftairs.

One would naturally imagine, that this
gcncrnl agrcement fhould have been occali-
onecd by iomc very clear, exprefs and indu-
bitable proofs and directions found in the
fcriptures : And 1t would certainly have
been fo, had the leaders m religion been

A L e A R T Y TE Y

rey ULLtC(I b\ the L/ble 1 this thc I con-

currcencce., l)ut 11PON CXI amimation 1t hLLPu
pens quite otherw 11( . YWhat a pitv 1s 1t.
that Chrift and his apofiles {fhould ol have
been guilty of fuch an overfight ! For 1t is
Cl‘t.;lln, wc have no catechifm inthe New
Teftament, nor any directions to ninifters
hes, for compiling any fuch forms

1s ¢ On the contrary, the divine

- along {fuppofces, that a perfon’s

oe and profeflion of Chriftianmty

c gatherced directly fronithe ferip-

mfelves ? and that the oflice of

1S not to draw up Ivﬁcms al"d

L1u11s by lo 01(:;11 art, but rather to
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explain more at large what the word
“teaches, by comparing fceripture  with
Acripturc.
~ As to the cmbly’s catechifm in parti-
cular, 1t has been l)i'cﬁlmcd that 1t fcts
forth the firtt princinles of Chrills anity in
the eafte/l muancer, muking thom more
clear and mtellionble to the cupucities of
children and the rgnorant, than doces the
New Teftanient iticlt. "Fhie writer ot the
pr ctace 1s quite clear, that this Catechiiiim

,
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tole 3 what means
uelery  and expla-
natory Cateclithms thnt ove been annex-
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ther, docos not the whole feem ke a plot
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laid by thie e uaicions of the clergy,
to {teal away il:e nminds ofthe people {rom
a adrreet {earch o tire facred woerd, and
to divert their nieds from ity by loading
INCRESTEEY Lo’“p“utlo'h,
and to pl'(“puifﬁf;'il the veoric in fuvour of
ﬁlL h 1 K e
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ed as lefs fit for the inftruction of the ig-
norant, than the forms and conteflions
whic Meiz have been fr .mnng , not to fay
1.npofing and enforcing by the fecular pow-
er. 'T'he writer of the preface, it fcems,
1s very pofitive, that the miethod of in-
ftruction by his favourite catechifm is the
hefd of @ll  What could the ancient Pha-
rifes have faid more, m favour of their
traditions?

We will,however, readily acknowledge,
that this catechifin is compofed with great
exactnefs, 1n a very ftrict, logical method,
agrccable to the wifdom of the {cribes dnd
difputers of this world ; and may be very
juftly reckoned, A4 coinpendious body of
modern divinity ; and a good ftandard ot
modern orthodoxy. Yet, lct it not be
thouoht rafh or prcfmnptuow. (much lefs
prophane) if I venture for once to bring
it to the {tandard of the {criptures, and
f"y it by that touch-ftone.

To begin then with the firf?, the doctri-
nal part of it.—The chief of this, is evi-
dentlv plenned upon the rehned fyﬁcm 1~
tic doétrine of the fwo covenanits, coms-
monly called, the covenant ot works made

with .Zam, and the covenant of giace
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mace with Chrilt. How widly different
this 1s, from the {cripture dodtrine ot the
two covenants, muft appear to any
one, who will confult the 3d chaptcfr
of the 2d epiitle to the Corinthiauns, the
ath to the Galatians, and the 8th and gth
to the Hebrews ; vwhere the apoftle Paul
{fets about profefledly and at large to de-
fcribe and diftinguifh the two covenants.
By the fir/ff covenant he undoubtedly
means, that made with /frael at Sinai, and
by the other, the new covenant in Chrift’s
blood : the former being the type, the lat-
ter the antitype; or in{cripture language,
the former is the flefb or letter ; the latter
is the fpirit of that letter. But our.mo-
dern {yftematics are agrced in contradict-
ing: the apoftle, by aflerting that thefe two
covenants are only two difpenfations of the
Jame covenant. By this means they leave
their difciples 1gnorant of that moft impor-
tant and nftrudtive contralt, which the
{cripture ftatesbetween the two covenants,
and have taken away the very key of {crip-
ture knowledge from the people, in a rc-
markable mannecer.
It now bccomes no wonder, that the

compilers have entirely lctt ont of the Ca-
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techifin, the dodtrine of the Aingdom ()f
neaven, as diftinguithed from the Lm O donl
of [/}'fza [, and the Lingdoms of t/iss world :
the oreat {fabject of Folu’s preachime and
¢t Chviit and his apoilles, and the matter
of his dving reltimony,  Folin xviil. 30,
27 3 the good confetlion he witnetled  be-
fore Poitins Pilate, which every minifter
cucont to regoard with the gl*‘cutc{’c {trict-
noefs, 1 700N 13, 14.

Put it cannot be mmapined, that thofe
(hould pay any prover repm l to the ferip-
ture-cniimdction of the two covenants, par-
ticul:n'}y to that branch ot 1t, Chrilt’s {p1-
ritual kingdom as contrafled with the na-
tionzi church and Kingdom ot ffracl :
fince the grand aim of the compilers (it
1s wecll knn\\ n) was to celtablith a national
church, anda woirld/y kingdom to Chriit,
bemo fullv bent upon a project, fimmilar to
that of thofe ey, who were for taking

Chrilt by force to make him an carthly
King, Fohu vi. 15,

In the fecond, which may be term’d the
practical part ot the catechifm, there 1s
an attempt to explain the whole ten com-
mand:ments.  But i all this, they have

quite mifled the {feripture mark ¢ {or they
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Chriftian.  "Fhcore is fcerce a word abour
the nure and undeiiled rcioion mentioned
by Fwmes, chap. 1. 275 or uabout the
it Ly ub trodalcies on carthry and  thic
1-1'..'}:2:; them up i heaven by alims -giving,;
AMad.o v1. 19, 2o, Luke xn. 32. In o
word, they have taken no notice of  tlx
whole train ot aieal duties relative o
churci-fcltow-iliap.  They have given no
aiftinet account of the qualifications of
churcl officers, or the character of clurc!:
members, or of the rules ot difeifiline, to

bhe ﬁrictly obfcrved i Chriit’s chiurceh
which every Chriitian ought to be mnttruc-
ted in: orindecd, of any of the pecelia
precepts and darections of Chriftianity, C X
cept {uch as have fomie  countenance 1
what they themfclves eflecimed the anti-
chrittian part of the world. Such arti-
cles as thefe (however efiential) thev have
in their ercat wifdom and prudence omit-
ted 3 becaufe thefe unfathionable and anti-
gueted  things would by no means com-
port with a naticnal or /m/*z{/ (- relioton
the vers thing they were uinmnng to Cﬂcu

und cit: ll 1t

In 2!l the fhorter catechifm the wora
chipch 1s never mentioned ;3 but in the
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; anfwer to  auc fYicn 0§, about the {ub-
jects of b:lpli[m. And there 1t s ufed 1n
2 vwayv quite mesvhcable and  afide  the
_ fl:l‘ipt-u e {enfe of the word llliiking the
cwi/ihle clirclt to mwean the whole number
of theice who profods faith 1 Chinlt and
obcedience to lan, confrdered as one  col-
Jective bodyv s (o vifibie churchy which
“no one over vet faw) miftead of leading us,
with the fon prure, to thimk of p: 11"t1Luldr
Cditince {‘..:-;;'i\_ e s, coliected and cemented
tooctiior, by nothing but tue beliet and
love of the truth.

In (‘(nlllarn‘;ir}' to the tafre of this world,
they have given us a very remarkable exe
p]icqt‘iou of the cighth commuandment g

Calicrting 1 the anfwer to queltion 74,
; '1 hat ¢ at rcquirw‘, the Tawiul Proc uring
‘Cand furthering the weaith and outward
citate ¢f our hl\'c: and others.

b}f putting fuch a fenfe upon the precept,
as makes Chrift and his apottles guilty ot
continual difobedicnce to 1t ; who minded

, nothing lefs, than the procurmyg and tur-
thering their worldly wealth by any means
whatfoever.  And they havebeen figular-
ly unhappy m the choice they have made
of a fcripture proof tor this point, 1 74z,

]2

"I'hicre-
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v, 9., T any provide not tor h
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1y vorle 1oy any o aiidier. For 1

17:_1‘;1;_15{{; ., nitead of 1):"0\'1‘10* that we mos

wd ousht to law wo troatares on eart ?*.,

for the fuluaire bevelit o ourivives, our
faimilics or relatnvesy 15 according to 1ty
(_‘“};1]}(*({3:)1! d Yot im:*cm:nt O contrivuie
Hiberally to the pire foat funsort of neced-

fitous widows 1 a {a; “:1\ , that the chureh
be not chs L1 o AL Thus a texr, winch was

: N B Ny - : <
()1‘153}11&”? ]lltt I!:!(‘u L Cntorcd ..1lln:--$_>ﬂl\ 1y

¢y )

voved or perveried 1o g contrary

¢ ! -. ] v : ‘ PR 1 P A ALY NFEY . v '-‘
e Pioawy oviacatiy cocs the o VOO
it o e S g , .
i, on tho g-‘.\:..l G 1y <eorld, A3l
- | o » ]
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Alino” there arefome anfwers 1 thedoce-
trinal part of the catectnd ng wnich contun
the tiwe fonfe and meaning ot the Holy
Gholr, ond particebaly o the capital arti-

b ojultificatien y yver ib we turn over
toiward to the third] ov appiicatory part
of 1t, we fhail {ind the whole ef fence and
1L ITTO W o(" that doctrine cffectually  de-
ftroyed. "That very qudh(m (the 3 st)
<« VWhat does God cquire of us, that we

““ may Lﬁ,a_pc his wrath and curﬁ, due to
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¢ s for fin I’ contains a fuppofition un-
“derit, v hich ovarthrow s all that had beea
{ad about the foveragnty  and {recdom
of divine orvace ia the juitification of o
finner @ and the greate it ruaber of our

g W e L e L PO R .

populir preachersto this day copy exacily
aiter this pattarn m their fermons 5 mak-

= Wy

ing the doctrinal part cf them Cualviniffic
and the application Ahrimiian.
And as the (111(‘”3()11 itfclt 15 thus de-

fru tive of thrie whole doctrine ot erace;
{0 the 2uiwer (o1t s cqually remarkable
cndd for AL e runs thus o ¢ ,l'h:lt W C
“nay cicape the wrath and curfe of God

“Cauce to us fer iy God l‘(‘qui\'vs of oy
(it in 5;41;}; Chrtit, repontaree unto

¢ Tife 5 with the dilicent nie "ot ol the

T-'

““ outward means, whereby Chnift com-
Coomunicateth 1o us the benelits of re-
s demption.”” Wit D arve all thefe thingos
Crequired of ws in order to our cccepinnge
~with Goed 7 What U all the things cois
-~ prebnended in thefe three C()piuus pariicu-
lars, as exolained at large, w all 140 fol-
Ioweing ._mi\\ crs of the ¢ l.t( chitim 2 A Taree,
‘ tong tafk indeed ! 1t mieht as well have
- been recquired of us to futi.ll the wholeg

law of God, 1 order to ourn c!l‘;ll}ing 1i1y

A UL S o
T A A o et W - =
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wrath and curfe @ and it {fo, then certain-
ly Chriit &» dexd in vom,

The very next quethion (the 8617) s,
VYOO 1 baatn an Jefus Chrift 7 The
plwer sy O bmthom Jefus Chrift 1: o a

raving oince, @ Connect this with
e formier aniver and it runs thus @ God

eqnires of s a favipggirace.  Strangein-
| 45

Ceed ! 4oy AN that vo]umcq have been

Wit ten 1o llut:\k thede thmn s contfifrent and

ieivle, cvento the fe nnhh and juedici-
gren . btiow oxtvemcely well then 1s this ac -
Celprid :e.,(z;tln-cu (01i* the mftruction of ¢/17l-

({4 .'. rlfi!(: (_“Ulifiﬁcn(‘}' ()(‘ t]u:fl: thing‘s 1)(‘-—-*

‘Enf_:' A p:)int nol as yet clearly fetided, here
(-t }]1( IR iut for perfons of very
L Umcm_:-; Lé_bt*tting‘ the catechifm
aad anpoaling to 1t. For we are not to

thiok that 1its adnirers are all of the

hri-\

e mind 5 even about the turning poiit
croa dmuner’s {alvation @ {ome 1nclmm;’
ote towards free will and others more

1 - sl

towards fice orace. And no wonder; for
the doctrine of juitification by works can
as eatily be prov cd from the latter part of
the catecniiar, as the dodtrine of jultificati
by divine grace, from the former part

Ii we proceed to all, what 1s this fav-
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%* mg crace called fiith ¢ What 1s its na-
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ture ? Whercin doces 1t conhiit 7—XMere we
gre left at an entire lofs, without any
sniwer. 7115 a {lnnct]mv; ,an mftru-

ment (fuppofe) a hand, aaaring a prinel-

pley, or whiat noty fmm Lhine however
‘“* whereby we recove  nd ovell upon
O Chrilt,)” ov o mmbrace Tan. And here
we are led away from the nature of fiath
to cenfeund it wath 1t zi[‘f:'cfj. Fely
once caunot aveld tinnt. u"';“, {hil YeceIy -
in o Chutr, 1‘t*i11m‘r vien iy and  the
171\::, ia caquivaient to and comyprehionine

| | ryt 1, S . e e .=
()f / SRS STV RN Gy £ 5108 futl'! (-15 y U Wit~

! !

(( (u oe ) 1y confourdadt with bhope and

S

Lo ¢ Yonoronn o e f--"‘i'i}}‘i‘i‘i‘i‘:: L‘Z;})I‘C{:ily

atitineunhies them and condls then three,

{')

1 Coir. xiit. 12, FHlow diudicious ! how
naccurate and, Tomoy cdd how decenving

1s this defontion ! for i we mult annex
hopce and love to fuithy, as that whereby
:‘i}] ¢ for
the {ame reafon to aane: obedience and

So the arnfaer w uuht run
recuires us to work or
1)1'()(} nCce ;31 our e Its f‘: \';U ”: P‘I”ICC or
P mcmh s by wiaciowethall hope in Chrifr,

love him. and Leen Lis cos umundment:

1
{

we celcape drviie wralingg we ot

good VOV RS .

thus : that God
k)
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and thus obtain an cicane frem the wrath
and curfc of Cod ¢ue to v for i, s
not to.s cempleaddy Povin and Phoriiai-
cal cecurne.

nce more. In this aoiser, we are di-
rected to scccive ane voin upon Chrit for
falvaticn, a- he is ojvred to us ia the gof-
pel. Riere is cnothar unicrivrural, and
\'cry ambiguous werd, wnich has perplox-

t the mioit orthodox und judicious, and

civen room for eadlels aiiputes 3 and  afs

ter ally there 1s no genceral agreement a-
bout its meaning, v hile ¢ VETY oile avuils
numicdt or 1t. ws las nchuaation, henrouv
or intercit leads Liim. Such is the account
v hich tins excellent catochifim (ntonded
fcr the Lenelit of the ignorunt) oives of
G... of the moit C:L])itnl articles 1 Chirifti-
anity . while the plun fimvlicty ot the
fenpture-delimition of 1t is ey aded and laid
afide, which 1s, that fa/fr 1s neither more
nor lofs than z’/f ¢ beliet of the tircth.

Put how wcll cficcted the Cmnpi]:rs of
the catechilin were, and its cbettors are,
to the fimple frut/:, as contuincd i:‘: tie
facred word, may be further learved from
their aniwcr to the 89th queflion, where
s afevted, thar ¢ the fpirit of God
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-+ muaketh the reading, but ¢/pecially the
¢ prcaching of the word un citcctuad
cComcans, e’ Now there can be hae

no roont for ithem to quibble, or for me

-

to heftate anouat 1he neaning of this {en-
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mons, comvoittiiors aind barenguces) than
of 1the bnocere atie ol the word.  "1Thus
tire catectinhm has beenn very {fciviceable
for acyvancing tiie honour and promot-
o the naportance of the diflentinge clar-
ov, hidpine to fuppoert thewr claim upon
1}10 peopic 1o near and reeard their preachs-
ne, rather than the wntimges oi the  a-
poltles and propheis. Vhus thdr autho-
1'3(}' Is 111 fucl fct abeve that of the mere
[criptures, ond they are pliced 1 tic
temiple of God, f‘w\\ 1o themiclves ae
God. WWhat lots iban ﬂu«. can be lwd,
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when we {ce them both in fact and profef-
fion cxalting their words abovce fiis ¢
Surely then , 1t cannot be prefumptuous
or indccent for me to infert a word 1 fa-
vour of that ancient, but antiquated
bock the Bil'le as morc valuable, even
fer the inftruction of the1gncerant, than a-
ny modern {yftems, fermons, or treatid-
cs.  Iwill venture then for ence to fay,
with Mr. Fohin Clas. ¢ Tuake an 1gno-
‘* rant pc1 fon with a cateciifinz, and aro-
“ ther of equal capacity and mchination
to lcarn, with th(, Bille el 5 and by
the time that the one thall be able to
repcat his catechifing and tolerably un-
‘“ derftand 1ty and {ece the jultneds of the
‘“ proots, (tor without that he 15 tramed
to depend mecerly on hwman authority,)
the ot/ier {hall be able to ¢ive a tolera-
‘““ ble account of the ferifture-hiffory,
““ with the character ot Fefus, as drawn
m the gefpel, and copicd, as tar as it is
nnitable, by the firft Chrittians : and of
‘““ the frft priuciples of the oracles of
‘¢ God, or ot the doctrine of Chrift, and
¢ of the evidence brou g"ht in the fcripturc

¢ < for the truth of them
(¢

¢

¢ ¢

¢

¢ C

£ ¢

¢ ¢

;  with  ths
aavantage, that he will be habituated
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¢ to God’s words, and ways of F)Cdkm&; ,

< and a regard to them, inltead of Alen’s,
< and {’Cdml fairer, «wil bis days, for im-
¢ provenient I frue foripture knowledge,
< and his knowledge will be more practi-
< cal, then that of the poor fttadent of
¢ the thefes of polemical divinity.”’
However 1t caanot be dersed, that this
catechifmr has  anfwered feveral  great
purpofes, efpeciallv i Great-Britain : for
it has long been an cfieniial purt  of the
naticnal untformmty in Scotluind, and a
[tandard of popular orthodoxy in England.
And thoueh 1t has corrupted the faith of
the g()rpcl . and treated with great ne-
olect the peculiar  precepts, directions
and obfrrvances of 1t vet 1t has ferved as
well as any  other catechifm ( and per-
hass better) to keen the condciences of 1ts
votarics exiv, by the good opinion of their
{trict orthouoxyv ansl aevout cxperiences,
without p(‘l‘plc;;ing,{ their mminds or difturb-
e their relt, by the {cit-denving  obedi-
erice required in and | v the golpel. Up-
on the plan of tlits catechifim they canre-
t:in the form and aprearance of godlis
nofs, without the power and practical mn-

"‘ *y +1 . "‘
vt YO '-:_i:] SEORE
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I may very juftly and without any im-
putation of Jelf-flaitery, hold forth my-)
Jelf as a fimgular inftance of'its ufefulnefs.|
For whilé I was among the number ot
fich as recommended and admired 1t, I
could appear as 2 champion for the doc-
trine of free grace, and a profeiled ene-
my to all Pharifaifm and Antinomiani{in
and yet could in a refined way eftablifly]
“my own righteoufnefs by {triving to per-|
form acts of faith, in order to gamn a
intereflt in Chrift and the favour of God j
or by amufing myfelt with a pleafw 9
hope, obtained by reflection upon expe-

X
|
.
0
-
'
-

rimental evidences, of awork of grace 1

my heart. And while I lLived 1 the ne
oleét and difobedience of the pcculiaJ
precepts of the goipel, without paving
any tolerable regard to {cripture-dilct
pline, without attending to the proper ex

ercifes and fruits of brotherly lovey; &ci
I had this great pleafure and advantaged
of reckoning myfelf and being reckoned
onc of the moft orthodox miniiters, and
the belt f{killed in cafuittical and cxpcri%
mental divinity. And becaule the catey
chifin was exactly agreeable to fuch a re
fined, favourite fcheme; I was {o itranf

’%m:.m-! !E*M

PV P irte g Sl My i
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ported with 1ts cxce llcn(.} as (prophanely
indeed!) to intitle it .4 form of found
words.

We may colledt a fuminary of what
has been {aid, by fairly delineating the
character of a moderir popular Chriftian,
who has been educated upon the plan of
this catechifin, and has imbibed the {pi-
rit of 1t.

[le profefles a great regard for, and
attachment to w lmt is called the doctrine
of free grace; and a great abhorrence of
all feli-n 101 ECONS DI "1*165, and 1s migh-
ty : culons Qo mlﬁ Sociniani{m, A r'mﬁﬁn,
Armmmmhn, &e. talks much about
a diftinon mi 1100w (*T‘L of erace i the

heart, aierit g A the (]cic.rcm_c he 1ma-
oines bctwc‘.n himfllf and others, unto
the work of God’s ipint, tuking his hope
and comfort from the evidences and af-
{urances he Lias in s own mind, that
this gracious woerk 15 begun within hiim.
But wihile e 15 thus m.-,..'iag cbout free
Jovercicn grace, he thil thinks {fomething
niay aid mulr Le done to obtaln it. He
therelore prevs for this inward favino
orace, nivs themears hels directed to bv
Lie f';:.';'(;tiri:.c zi.!.lthor's te chiamn 1t. llc

}



[ 22 ]
endeavours to exercife or put forth aXs
of faith ia order to juilific . tion: and as
he proceeds, he {carches his own heart
and exa.nines himfelf to {ce whethier and
Lhow far he has obtainced thefe internal e-
vi‘lences of orace an.! of {Heciui intercit.
T'hrouchout the whole of this procels, he
1s firmly periuaded, that there is no {olid
{atisfying eround ot hope in the mere tef-
timony of the gofpel; tor he can per-
celve nothing in it to co.nfort his heart
or pacity his corlikiﬂllcc, but juit fo fur
as he can 1uagine grace has muade a dif-
ference between him aad others ; and fo
far as he has obtained any ¢ i ice or ex-
perience of it, he thu 1o (m 4, that he 18
not as other men ave. In this wav, he by
dcgrees (or perhaps by ioo-e ﬁmuc 1 11~
pulk) acquires what he calls @ :r*“-o.:_l none

through grace, buit upon his ward ex-
pericnces or vapreflions 3 cnd {fo n thas
refined way effectually clt.blithes Tis own
righteoufne{s and cherihies the { Hirit of
fcli-dependance.

He has a great fnml nels tor fifremati-
czl and experlmcnt A feraaons and sreatif-
es, and is taught to @.tccmrthe meie ferina

¢

ture a dry in/ipid tale, 11 comparifon of
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the devout writings of his faveourite au-
th()r%-—-—d. (]cli K / L()} /4 UI;]Cib illuminat: d
by his _]udnlous cooidlers—a dead letter

]
unlefs enlivened by tue it‘i‘\'(‘IIC}' of the
ftvle or voice oi the preacher, or by {fome
enthuirdtical  appropriciing  mmpreflion,
which he miftal] kenly accounts the w O]"k
of the ipirit. Me accounts no preaching
truly evangehical and comfortible, but
that whercin he 15 complemented upon
his inward feelings and experiences, and
wherein thefe are appcealed to as proefs
thathis heart 1s pracious, and his {tate {ale.
e looks upon his catechifim as a fure
and futlicient guide both i Chriftian feith
and pracuce @ and accordingly can have
no juft, but very tulfe and perverted noti-
ons cither of the two fcriptorid covenaits,
or of the fingrdom of Chrift; or of the
{cope and ddiwn of the fenconnnandmeiits,
three thinges 11‘*011 i ential to under ihmd-—
g the {(,1 Ipturc doctrine wnd  praclce.
He treats with imdit erciice and often with
contempt, thofc tlines which Ins cate-
chifm hos t: hen hittle or no notice of.
For this readon, he has Little or ro juf't No -
tion of o ‘,f{f)/]’c’l clivirel and 1ts fcllowd! 11) :
feces no great ncceliry for cultivating
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brotherly love ; gives little or no attenti-
cn to the exercife and difcoveries thereof,
as laid down 1 the New L'cftament, and
is far from infifting upon the fullilment of
this new command of Chrift in the fellow-
thip of the churches : he knows very lit-
tle,,1f any thing, of the [f2lf denial which
the goipel requires, or of bearing the crofs
having his thoughts and heart rather ta-
ken up avout a popular reputable, pre-
vailing  and relgning Chriﬁiaﬁity.‘
He thinks 1t s0o crime, but rather a du-
ty to lay up treafures on earth : he may
be as covetous almolt as he chufes, with-
out lofmsg his inward evidences of intereft, -
or bemg called i queftion about 1t by his
brethern.  Ine has hittle thought about vi-
fiting or relieving the fatherlels and widow,
unlefs 10 fome reputable way. e has
{carce any notion about mutual fait/iful-
nefs and  watchfulnef/s ; and very {eldom
it cver adverts to the fundamental rule
laid down by Chrilt, i Alatt. xviii. 1¥,
16. ‘¢ If rhybrother fhall trefpafs againft
‘“ thee, go and tell him his fault between
‘¢ thee and him alone, &«¢.”” And 1s far
from concelving himfclf as obliged to fol-

10w 1t exactly m re gard to all thofe with
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whom he communicatgs. Neither does
he care much about the fcriptural charac-
ters of minilters or fellow-members, fo
 that they do but make fome fair fhew 1n
the fleth. And having no proper or
 clear ideas of the Chriftian union and f{e-
paration, he treats with great neglect,
(not to {fay great contempt) all the ap-
| pointed order and difcipline of Chrilt’s
houfe, all the fpecial obfervances therein
required; in fhort, all the peculiar precepts
- of the gopfel ; I mean, all {fuch as are ‘en-~
| forced by mothing but the authority of
| Chrift and his apoftles. Such precepts as
have no further {anétion are looked upon
| by him as tiavial, circumf{tantial and unne-
ecflary. In confequence of all this, he
| turns out an utter enemy to the crofs of
- Chrift, and the true appcarance of his
kingdom 1n this world. |
In a word, the firmer he is attached to

- his catechiim, the more he is difguifted.
- with the mere fimple naked truth asa fuf-
| ficient ground of hope ; the more he def-
| pilzs the pecaliar precepts of Chriftianity,
| thz more he avoids the felf-denying obedi-
| ence of the gofpel, and thofe works of
= D
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love, by which alone a perfon can be
proved to be a Chriftian indeed ; the more
proud he is of his orthodoxy and experi
ence; and nothing difpleafes him more|
than to fee a number of perfons refolutely
joining: to oether upon the mere truth and
ruales of the word, making an appearance
like the {irlt churches, as they are defcrib-
ed in theNew Teftament.—O! the deceit
fulnefs of {in'—9O ! the energy of error!

We can {carcely find a more proper
fample, to illuftrate this fubject by, than|
the {pirit appearing in Mr. Grifit/i’s pre-)
face: for therein he moft plainly difcovers
himfelf to be of the difpofition above de-
{cribed, as far as he could well do it in {o
‘narrow a cempafs : not only m his recoms-
menaing the catchifin fo gravely; but e-

P .

ipecially in the way he has taken to ridi-

i

r

cule Nir. Sandenan and his doétrine.

It 1s remarkable, thatall the argumenty)
he fo wittily adduces to prove Mr. Sande-
mai to be a Suack-dodior, are equally va-
lid to prove our hrflt reformers to be

Quacks; yea, and even Chrift himfelf and
his apoftles to be fuch, in their day. For
Chrift and his apofiles atually treated with
contempt the prefcriptions of even the
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| moft learned and devout teachers then ex-
ifting ¢ they mfifted that their doltrine was
| better and wholefomer than that of any o-
| thers; and advifed their hearers not to
| difpife their inftru&tions becaule they were
oppofed, but rather to look on them the
| better ; fince the very {pirit and manner of
| the oppolition was more of a confirmation
than a confutation of what they inculcated.
| And 1t 15 well known that the firft protel-
tants had itcalt in their teeth, Where was
your rcligion before Luther? Has not
Chrift had a vifible church in the world,
for thefe feveral hundred vears! &¢c Now,

| altho’ itiscertain that there havebeenin all
ages fome detached individuals, who knew
and loved the truth, yet all, butfuchasare
 popithly inclined, will be willing to allow
' that there was no vilible church of Chrilt
' in the world, during the 1260 ycars that
| the church was to remain in the wilder-
| nefs—See Rev. xii. 6, 14. So that it 1s
| very cevident, from the nature and ftrain of
| bis objections, that this writer, with thefe
f principles 1 his mind, would and mulk
| have been an advocate for Popery againit
.| the Proteftants, and muft have joined the

]
| Pharifees in their oppofition to Chrift, had
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he lived in thofe days: For according to
him, the things he mentions prove plain-
ly that thercis a chcat,and are a ixgn that
there 1s mifchief at the bottom.

‘This writer bowever, condefcends to
dcfcribe the medicine of this new Quack-
Doctor ; and I muit own that he has for
the moft part done it very properly and
judiciouflv.  Vvhatis the Quack medicing
he o ficely derides : "Tis, according to
his ovwn acknowle dgment, no other than.
the [frmple wumixed tr zu‘/z. If {o, this
muit highly redound to Mr. Sandeman’s
honour ; fmce cvery believer will own,
tuat the trutlt 1s the belt and properedt
Catliolicon ; while he that derides it proves,
yea owns himielf an utter ftranger to it’s
conteiits, {mce he reprefents 1t to be a
umntelligible as the Popith tranfubftantia-
tion.

What he further obferves, concerning
Mr. Sandeinain’s aodtrine, is (with a very
fmall variztion) exellently well f{poken,
viz. ** That Mr. Sandeman’s patients be-
‘“ on with the belief of the Naked Trath :
¢“ That upen believing the truth, there is
‘¢ a vital union between them and Chriit;

‘¢ that he dwells by his {pirit in their un-
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dérﬂunding and econicience; that thé
will and afietions without this are void
of all motion to good. ‘That there is
fuch a power iIn the ight of the truth,
that 1t will create the tollowing eftects,
in the will and affections, viz. coming
to €hrity receiving him, flying to him
as to a retuge, trufting in him, labour-
inn', firiving', loving, rejoicing : And
aiter this light has created fuch cffedts,

1t has fuch a virtue farther, to generaté
otbers; fuch as, addtional joy, hope of
everlafting lite 5 vwhile the foul has an
expericrnice of Hceuven in its firft fruits,
1. ¢. afiurance of hope—"That this
verfuaf:on of the truth in its works and
eftects 1s hike the cbbing and flowing of
the fca. "fhe belief of the truth
the underitanding and confcience is liké
the preat ocean : When 1t breaks out,
the eficets anper, thro’ all the powers
of the foul: but when the {plendor of
the bLighr fuils in the mind and con-
{cience, then the effects are withdrawn ;
leaving the wili dlld affections void of
all ooud motiens. And as this 1s In
¢t the cotifequence ;3 therefcre there is

)t any principle of grace in the wiil and
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- afe&ions Sitinét from the truth and its ’
mfluence. '

Uponthe whole then, I am heartily w111-

mng: that Mr. Griffith’s preface fhould ac- %
lt
|
|

company the catechilm wherever it goes.
It will ferve as an advertifement of what
you have printed, it will help to fpread
the Important controverfy; and if it
fhould fall into the hands of any, who
are not quite {o blind as the ancient Pha-
rifees were, they will eafily perceive the
weaknels of bis o‘j =clions, and perhaps
111:.1} ; by mcans of the very hints he has
dropped, have their minds Jed to give
fome attention to the NAKED TRUTH,
which he treats with fuch fcorn and deri- |
fion. But that the divirze defpifed truth l
‘may be the {trength of your heart in thc 1
hour of death, and that fellow/] (hip with it,
in ail the aﬂh&wns and joys thatattend lt,
may be your hearty choice and pur-
fuit during life, is the earneft prayer of,

Dear SIR,

Yours affectionatelp,

London, SAMUEL PIKE.
july‘ 9,1767.




