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A

P L E A

FOR

Pure and Undefil’d Religion.

II CORINTHIANS, viii. 9. For y‘e know
the Grace of our Lord FESUS CHRIST,

that tho' be was rich, yet for your Sakes
he became poor, that ye thro’ bis Poverty

g ht be rich.

A4 HE Gofpel of Jesus Curist flains the

®2 DPride of Man’s glorying, and excludes
N boafting on his Part, when it proclaims
the Glory of the divine Perfections in
his Salvation. And the preaching of

Peace by Jesus CHR1sT, 1sa Decla-
ration ot War againﬁ the Lufts of this

World in our Hearts, from which
CrRisT cameto fave us, and that, not merely as they tend
to the Dilturbance of Society, and to our Difquiet in this
Life, but chiefly, as they are oppofite to the Love of GOD,
and inconfiftent with the Regard due to the Life and Im-

mottalicy that’s brought to Light, and with Conformiry to
CrrisT,
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Curtsr, and Subjection to him in his Kingdom that’s

fiot of this World.
T 1s Pride and Love of the World, to which the Go-

fpel is fo oppofite, is the truc Cule of fnfideiity. And the
Praifes Infidels arc pleafed to beftow on fome of the Laws
of the Gofpel, proceed lrom a Miftake of thef: Laws, as
if they carricd 1n them fome fuch Flattery of the Pride of
our own Virtue and Merit, as we find in the moral Phiiofo-
phy, and as if thefe Laws had been made for fuch a Socie-
ty as a Kingdom of this World

A x p all the Perverfions of the Gofpel, by them who
found their Interelt in profelling fome Belict of i, have

flow’d from the fame Source with Infidelity ; asthey all ferve,
one Way or other, to exalt the Wildom, the Merit and the

Power and Authority of Man, againft the Mercy and Grace
of the righteous Father, the Righteoufness of the Son of
GOD, and the Office he bears in his Church, and the Work
of his Spirit; and as they all likewife ferve fome Way to in-
dulge, or even approve us in fulfilling the Lufts of this
World, except in Ways that are openly huriful to a world-
Jy Society ; for a Kingdom of this World cannot flourith

without fuch a Fulfilment of thefe Lufts as is plainly con-

demned in the Gofpel.
Tuis is vifible in the grand Perverfion of the Gofpel,

and Corruption of Chriftianity, that was beginning to work
in the very Time of the Apoftles, and difplay’d 1ifelf in

Form when Chriftianity became the Religion of the Empire,
and will continue in {ome Shape or other 1n the World, till

the Lord Jesus deftroy it by the Brightnefs of his fecond

Coming
‘M a n v Inltances might be brought from the Laws of

the Gofpel, to thew thar they are dcfigned unto quite ano-
ther and higher End than the Happinefs and Profperity of
a Narion of this World; and fo to manifcft, tharthe Aue
thor of the Chriftian Religion did nor appoint it to be the
Rellgton of any Narion ofl:hls World, bat of a People whom
GOD is pleafed to take out of every Nation, for his Name,

Ats xvy 14,17, THE
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. Tus Defcription of Covetoufuefs, in the Law of the Gofpel
againt it, isonc Inftance, which, if well underflood, may
{erve abundantly to clear this, though there were no more.

Jesus CHR1sT :reats this Subject exprefly in his Dif-
courfe to his Difciples before the Multitude, Luke xii. 1§,
--40. The Occafion of that Difcourfe was, one of the
Multitude of his Hearers faying to him, Mafler fpeak 2o my
Byother, that be divide the Inberitance w.ith me, Ver. 13. It
feems this Man thought his Brother ought, in Confcience,
to grant what he defired, and did not doubt but Caris T
Judgment in the Cafe, to which he fuppofed his Brother
would yield, would be for him. It s like, both the Brothers
had fome Refpet to Jesus as the Messian, whom the
Fews were expefting as a Judge and a Divider over them,
under whofe Government they would be a happy Nation:
And fo he was giving him Employment, as a Judge and Di-
vider, over him and his Brother. This, his Notion of the
Mzrss1aH, was not very agreeable to the Doétrine Jrsus
was preaching immediately before, but agreeable enough to
that Faith concerning Curist, which is confitent with
the Love of this World, and which abnunds every wheré,
in the Nations called Chriflian, to this Day. .

Ovur LORD points out to him his Miftake about the Of-
fice of the Messtau and his Kingdom, when he fays,
Man, who made me a Fudge or & Divider over you? Ver. 14.
and, 1in Place of granting his Requett, begins a Difcourfe
againft Covetoufnefs, which clofely accompanies that Miftake
about the MEsstan’s Kingdom among the Zews to this
very Day, ard is indulged wherever any fuch Thought
of Cur1sT’s Kingdom is entertained, as if it were of this
World.

Tuoveu Curist declines the Part of a Judge in
the Queftion "twixt this Man and his Brother, abour the In-
heritance, he judges of the Diftemper of his Mind, that
- fhew'd itfelf in his Petition, and applies himfelf to the Cure.
For he fhew'd himfelf unealy at his Situation, in Compari-
fon with his own Brother, and not contented with what he

had ;
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"had; and therefore, defirous to better his Condition in the
‘World, and to poflefs more Abundance, in a Method thar
was juft and equal in his Eyes; and thisin Connetion with
-his being a Follower of CarisT. This is the plain Im-

-port of his Petition to Jesus Curist. And heis not
fingular in this: There are flill Abundance of fuch Fol-
Jowers of Carist, who, if he would grant this Defire of
:pollefling. a littdle more Abundance, to eafe their Minds of
.the Fears of Straits that may come on them and theirs, that
they may be preferved from the Mifery of being poor and
-burdenfome.to others, would be content to follow him as
far as he will. But the LORD’s Anfwer to this Perition,
1s, Take Heed and beware of Covetonfuefs: For a Man's Life
confifteth not in the Abundance of the Things which he peffeffeth.
And this Anfwer points our tothat Man, and all thar are
-of the fame Mind with him, the true Caufe of their Unea-
finefs, viz. Covetonfnefs ; and, if we would hearken to i, di-
rects us how our Minds may be more eafed than theycan be
by the greateft Poffeffions.

WuxeN he fays, Take Heed and beware of Covetofnefs, he
fignifies, that, in this Shape whercin he condemns it, it 1s
covered over with the faireft Pretences, which makes 1t the
-more dangerous, We are furrounded with Temptations to
the Fulfilment of this Luft in all the Situations wherein
‘we are plac’d in the World ; and we muft watch againft it,
‘as a moft crafty Enemy lying in Wait to farprife us, and
take away our Life: For we can never be truly happy
withour the Victory aver it.

"~ Twus LORD difcovers the Nature of this Evil, and the
Principle that fupports it, when he fays, For a Man's Life
fanﬁﬂetﬁq not ir; the Abundance of the WJingJ which be poffeffeih.
"The Lifs that CurisT came to give his People was pre-
figur'd by the temporal Happinefs the Ifraelites bad in the
Abu dance of the Things which they poflefled in the Land
‘of Canaan; but the true Life confifts in the Pofleflion of
-all (iritual B leflings in heavenly Places in Cbrr'j}. Unto this the

Patriarchs looked, and would not be fatisfied with the
Type
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Type of it: They defred a better Lountry, that is, an beavenly.
The Pfalmift declares, That Life lies in GOD’s Favour, not
in the Abundance of Corn and Wine, but in the Light of
his Countenance. ‘This 1s the Lite that Jesus Curist
gives to Men; and when he came to bring it clearly to
Light, he fet afrde the Type of it, which wasas a Vail over
it, and declared plainly, Thata Man’s Life confifts not in
~ft. And if Man's Life confilt not in the Abundance of -
the Things which Ijracl poffelled in the Land of Promife,
which was the Life promifed to that Nation in GOD'
~ Covenant with them, how much lefs doth it confift in the
~ Abundance of any other Poffeflions of this World ?

- Every vicious Inclination of our Hearts is fupported
by fome falfe Principle, fome Error fo deeply rooted in out
Minds, as to determine our Choice, even though the Judg-
ment of GOD, againft what we chufe ro do, be manifeft in
our Confciences. Therefore Sin 1s called Datrknefs, and a
State of Sin the Power of Darknefs. Now the Error that
influences the covetous Man in the Fulfilment of his Luft,
:n all Cafes, 1s this, That a Man's Life confifts 1n the A-
bundance of the Things which he poflefleth, even as the
Pride of Life goes upon this Principle, That a Man’s Life
confifts in the Gaiety and Bravery, the Honour and Powet
of this World; and the Luft of the Flefh is founded in
this Perfwalion, That a Man’s Life lies in the Pleafures
and Eafe of the Flefh. He that walks in the Pride of Life,
and has his Byafs that Way, values his Poffeflions only as
they contribute to that which is his Life, and he can hazard
his bodily Life, to preferve or attain moie of that wherein
he imagines his Life corfits  And the fenfual Man loves
Poffeflions for the Sake of his {fenfual Pleafures, and he can
part with his Poffeflions, and endanger his bodily Life fot

t the Pleafures of the Fleth, without which, it would be no
. Life to him, But the covetous Man’s Life, the Eafe of

‘his Soul, confifts in the Abundance of Pofleffions; and
though he delights alfo in worldly Honour and Power, and

in the Pleafures of the Fleth, yet more in poffeffing Abune
B dance;
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dance ; for his greateft Fear is Want; and this keeps him
moderate and {ober in the Purfuit of Honour and Pleafure.
. Tue Gofpel that declares the Mercy and Grace of GOD
in Car1sT tous miferable Sinners, and brings the true
Life and Immortality to Light, bears very hard on the Lutk
of the Fleth and the Pride of Life, and requires the Morti-
fication of thefe Lufts in the doing of good Works and
Alms-deeds to all the Needy, efpecially to thofe of the
Houfhold of Faith, that fo we may imitate the Grace of the
Lorp Jesus manifefted in our Salvation, and declare o
lively Hope of that etcrnal Glory and Pleafure that’s pro.
mifcd by bim to them who thus obey him. In the Parable
of the rich Man and Lazarus, Luake xvi. 19. we {ce the rich
‘Man damned for fpending that on his Pride and Vanity,and
his Luxury, that fhouid have relieved poor Lazarss. The
Trade of the worldly Society might be promoted by his
wearing Purple and fine Linen; and faring fumptuoufly e-
very Day; and the working Poor, whofe Labour was
turn'd to the Service of his Lufls, had Benetit by him ; and
fo he might be confidered as an ufeful Member of Sociery ;
but Lazarxs, who was uncapable to minifter vo his Lufts, had
little Help from bim.  This Lazares would have been a ve-
ry fit Perfon for the publick Care, or for being laid on
fome of thefe Hofpitals and Mortifications, which are
‘Sacrifices to the Pride and Vanity of the Mortifiers;
and fo he might have been removed, as a Grievance,
from the Sigh: of the rich Man, whofe duilly Work it
fhould have been to pity and relieve him. By this Parable
we are alfo taught, not to look on worldly Plenty and Pro-
fperity, as any Evidence of the divine Favour, nor on the
deepeft Poverty and Diftrefs, as a Token of his Wrath, Yea,
Fulnefs of Poflcfhons. proves a Curfe, and ferves to damn
us, without that Almfgiving which the Gofpel requires,
and Poverty a Blc[ﬁug, when 1t ferves as a Mcan to wean
our Hearts from this World, aud turn cur AffcGions to
heavenly Things.

As

L
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As the Gofpel calls the Man of Pride and Vanity to be
mortified to his Life, and the fenfual luxurious Man to his,
in the doing of good Works and Alms, it no lefs requires
the covetous Man to be morrified to his Life, or to that
Pleafure and Eafe his Soul would tike in Abundance 0{'-
{efled, and that this Mortification, and his Hope of the b...t-
ter and more enduring Subltance, fhould appear in the gi-
ving of Alms. But however far ht’: may agrec with the Go-
fpel againft Luxury and Pride (as 0thc19 will joia in cons
dcnmmfr his Covetoufnefs ) yer he will not agree to the Say-
1ngs of _]r, sus CarisT on thisshlatter, tlll thev be fo fir
cxp[amed away, as to lcave him Room for fome Eafe to his
Soul, 1n poflefling worldly Subfince, as a Guard arainft
his greate®t Fear, viz. Want that may come in this Life.

Our LORD deferibes Covetoufuefs farther in the Pa-
rable of the rich Man, whofe Ground brought forth plen-

titully, Few. 14,~—<21. And here he draws the Picture of 2
covetous Man agreeably to what he was juft before faying of
Covetoufnefs, but very unlike what's commonly thought.

Hr fuppofes the Man coming ro Wealth, not by any in-
dirett or unlawful Means, nor by pinching and charlith Sa-
ving ; for he gets it by the Providence of GOD fendiang him
an ext1a01d1_*~a1y Crop fir cxceeding his Living. And when
it comes thus to his Hand, he appears to be no Mifer as to
enjoving the good of his Labour, when he has the Prafpeét
of Abundance remaining to ferve him in many Years of grea-
ter Scarcity that might come afierward : But he would have
Iiis Soul eafed of thc Fears of future Straits, by pofiefling
enough to fupply him for many Years, thro®laying up, as
conveniently and {fafely as he could, upon the Earth, what
GOD had new provided for him. Thus he placed his Lift
in the Abundance of the Things he poffeffed ; and in the
View of this his Life, he eats, drinks and is merry.

Tur Employment of the Husband Man is much iike the
Labour of the Ants and Bees, and he has his Food and
Raiment, as the Fruit of his Labour, rerur ning to him ata

certain Peried. Jesus Curist doth nos chuvﬂ' Cove-
tonfincie



. 12
toufhefs upon this; but Ii:'uppoﬁ:s it, gnd {o puts the Cafe, of
his Ground cafting up far more to him than is fuflicient for
‘his Maintenance and prefent Living; and then the Que-
ftion is, How that thould be beftowed ? The Man’s Cove-
toufnefs refolves him what to do with his well gotten
Goods, that fo far exceed his yearly Living by his
Ground, as to be a Srock for many Years to come. He
reflolves to Jay them up in Store for himfelt on the Earth,

and fo makes nnt rich toward GQD.

Byt GOD fays to him, Thox Fool, this Night thy Soul
Jhall be yeanived of thee » Then whofe fhall thefe Thirgs be wohich
ghou haft provided.  Here that which is accounted great Wil
dom among Men, is'declared to be Folly with GQD, whao
calls this Mdn a Fool, for providing in this Manner againft
Evils that might happen to him 10 Times to coms 1n this
Life, a grear Uncertainey, and not providing for Death ;
a Fool in negleéting to do good, and give Alms, while he
had Opportusity, and it was in his Power,and thar on Suppo-
fition of what might happen aiter the Time when (for what
he knew) his Soul might be required of him; a Fool in not
fecuring his Treafure better, for the Eafe of his Soul, but
laying it yp where it might be loft, or he taken from it,
where it could afford him no Eafe after Death, and where
he could nort be certain how, or by whom, it thould be uftd
or beftowéd after his Removal.

Tur Wifdom of Fofeph, in providing for the Years of
Samine to come, is by fome fer in Oppofition to thefe
Words that Jesus Carist puts here 11 GOD’s Mouth.
But when we confider fofeph as directing the Governmenr
of a Kingdom of this World, and providing againit an E-
i ccrtainly coming on that Kingdom, and {o as good as
prefent, this no Way anfwers the Cafe n the Parable. And
if we confider Fofepk as the Type of him who is here fpeak-
iug, and is appointed Head over all Things to his Churcl,
to provide for it as to this Life and that which 1s to come ;
and obferve, that what he here teaches us, fervesto bring
us iato ensive Dependence on him as fuch; we fhall eafily

per:
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perceive that our Covetoufnefs can find lietie Encourage-
ment from the Hiftory of Fofeph. And when we really de-
pend on the truc j‘“aﬁeph as our Provider, then we fhal] b
ander his Dire&ion, and take Care ta do what he is here
epjoining us. | |

Our LORD' Reficéttan an his Parable, 1s, 8 is Ze
that layeth up Treafure for bimfelf, andisnoi vich towards GOD.
The Pargble fhews us whar we are to underftand by a Man’s
treafuring, ov laying up 1n Store to bimfelf; and the follow-
ing Part of this Difcourfe puts the Meaning of beccrning

rich towards GOD, as a Depolitary, beyond all Doubt: For .

he fays, Ver. 33, 34, Sell that ye have, and give Zlms ; ¥ pro-
vide yourfelves Bags awhich cvax not old, a Iveafurg in the Flea-
vens that faileth not : ~ For cikere sour Iveafuve is,
shere will your Heart be alfo. In this Manner fhould the
rich Man in the Parahle have beflossed his Fruits and his
Gosds which be had to beftow, if he would have been rich
toward GQD; bur, 1n Place of this, he would become
rich by them in this World, and take the Keeping of
them into his own Hand. Thile two very different Wavs
of laying up our Subftance, and making rich, are here op-
pofed to one another; and beftowing 1n Alms all the

L

Eruits and Goods that we have, or that exceed our Living,
is required of us, as makiag vich toguards GOD, in Opnoiition
to laying them up o ourfclves on the Larth, as 1n the Parable ;
For, if we be at any fuch Patns to find out how to be-
flow our Goods in Alms, as worldly covztous Men are at
to find how tolay up in Store an Earth for themfelves, our
LORD does not fo much as fuppofe thar we can be at
anty Lofs for Room where to beltow them.

Trey who'are influsnced by the Gofpel to befow their
Goods in this Manner, are aCting a wife Part in the Sight
of GOD, laying up to themfelves Treafures for eternal
Life, and providing daily againft that certain Evil, Death,
as Mortals fhould do. And both the Oid Tefament and
the New point oue this as the belt V¥ay of providing againft

| Wants

¥ Compare Prov, xix. 17,

4
'liii!
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Wants that may come in this Life, as well as it is the on-
ly Way of laying up worldly Subftance for eternal Life;
{ec Pfalm xxxvil. 3, 25, 26. I Tim. vi. 17, 18, 19.
- The xi Chapter of Zcclefiafles, from the Beginuing to the
sth Verfe, aprees remarkably with the Doétrine of the
New Teftament, and with this Difcourfe of our Lornp,
There the wife Man exhorts to Almfgivine in this Manner:
He fays, with an Allufion to his Trade by Sea, Sendt thy
Bread on the IV aters,————gpive a Portion to feven, and alfo to
eicht. And he compares this Giving, to the Clouds full of
Rain, emptying upon the Earth; even as, Mat, v. 45, Chri-
flians are commanded to 1mitate their Father, who fendeth
Rain on the juft, andonthe unjuft. He likewife commends 1t
to us under the Notion of Sswing, when he fays, [i the Horn-
ning fow thy Seed, and inthe Evening withbold not thine Hand.
And this is refer’d to, Gal. vi. §, 10. where doing Good
to all Men, efpecially to the Houfhold of Faith, as we have
Opportunity, is called foring to the Spirit, His Motives to
this are, Thou jbalt find it afier many Days ; like the Prohits
of his Indian or Afvican Trade. Compare Luke xvi. 1¢.
and Gal. vi. 6, §, 9, 10. where laying up to ourfelves
Treafures on the Earth, or beftowing them to gratify and
fulfil any of our worldly Lufts, is called focving to the Fiefb, of
which we fball reap Comuption, and Almigiving fowing to
the Spiv't, of which wefball, in due Time, reap Lile coerlafi-
inp, if <we faint pot, and be not weary 1 this Heldoing :  And
as many as think and all asif it were otherwife, deceive
themiclves, and mork GOD; as da all they who pretend 1o
be fpiritual, while, in place of this Weldoing, they arg
fowing to the [Flefh, by making rich in this World., He fuys
next, For thowe Ruowweft not avbat Lyl ball ke upon the Earth, ov,
thon fhalt not know the Evil that {hall b2 upon the Earth.
Aad the Reafon tor which the Covetous lay up their Trea-
fures on the Earth, 1s the very fame that Solomon gives here
for Alm'ipiving.  He fays farther, Jf the Tree fall toward
the Sonth, o toward the Noveh ; inthe Place cobeve the Tree fal-

- the

! nz?'@ fiznifics to fend, ne; fo properly to caft.
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leth, there it fball be. Compare Mat. xxv. from Ver. 1, to
the End, Luke iil, 9, 10, 11. and Rev. xiv. 13.——-—%:1’1-
Works do follow them ; and thefe Words in the Parable,
Thou Fool, this Night fball thy Soul be required of thee, whofe
then fball thefe Things be? Lafttly, hefays, what may fexveto
obviate the Objections arifing in our covetous Hearts a-
gainft the Alms requir’d in the Gofpel, when he tells us,
He tnat obferveth the W ind, (ball not fow, and be that regard-
eth the clouds (ball not reap; And, thou knoweft rot the Works
of GOD who dith all.——Thou knoweft not awhether [ball pro-
fper, either this or that, or wwhetker they both alike good.

Ovr LORD’s Difcourfe following his Parable, in the
xil Chap. of Luke, coincides with a Part of his Sermon on
the Mount, JMat. vi Chap. Ver. 19,——34, which fcems to
_point againit the Covetoufnefs of the Pharifees, and to ex-
plain the fourth Petition of his Prayer, even as what he
fays, Fer. 14 and 154. explains the gth. That 4th Petition is
oppofed to Thoughtfulnefs for the Future, and is inconfi-
{tent with our reckoning any Thing we have our own,
while the Children of GOD, with whom we pray for daily
Bread, are ia want of that Bread: For if we have pre-
fent Sufliciency for ourfelves and for them, and fuffer
them to want this Day, how can we pray with them, Give
us this Day our daily Bread.

Tus LORD fuppofes the different Conditions his Peo-
ple may be in, as to the Things that fgrve to fupport their
Life 1n the Body. Some may be fo fituated, as not only
to bave Food and Raiment {ufficient at prefent, bur alfo to
be capable to lay up fuch Things as may be rufted, moth’d,
or ftollen, before there be Neceffity for them to themfelves ;
and the Beginning of his Difcourfe fuits beft with this Sort :

For there is not fuch Occafion to exhort them, not to lay
thefe Things up in fRore to themfelves on the Earth,

who have fcarce Food and Raiment at prefent, and fo can-

not lay up for the Future. What he fays, from Verfe 26,
downward, applies better to thefe who have Difficulty to

live To-day, and fee not how they are to live To-morrow.
Though
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Tf;augh thé frft Sorr be not excluded there cithey
For it 1s flill the Fear of future Evils in this Life, that
moves them to lay up fuch Things to themfelves on the
Earth, who have it in their Power, that fo their Minds
may be eafed of Anxiety and difquicting Fear about thefe

Evils.

Wz muft notice here, in the firft Place, what are the
Treafures that the Lo rp fpeaks of, when he direlts us a-
bout laying them up. And it is moft plainly told us, that they
are Treafures of fuch Things as may be moth’d, rufted, or
ftollen, if lay’d up on the Earth s So that we are not lefr to
our own lmagination, as to what fltould be meant by the
Treafures. And to deny them to be Treafures of fuch
Things, would be ufing too much Freedom and Boldnefs

with his Words.

It muft likewife be obferv’d, that he does not abfolutely
forbid us to lay up Treafures of thefc Things 1o ourfelves.
On the Contrary, he bids us lay them up. But that which he
forbids is, laying them up on Karth; where they may be
rafted, moth’d, or flollen; while he commands us to lay
them up in Heaven, where no fuch Thing can befal them.

Anp we are not left ar any Uncertainty, as to what
fhould be the Meaning of treafuring Treafures of thefe
Things in Heaven: TFor, if we explain the Scripture by 1t-
elf, and do not follow cur own Fancy, to make it fay any
Thing we pleafe, we muft take it to fignify the giving of
thefe Things in Alms, as appears moft evidently by compa-
ring Luke xii. 21, 33, 24. See likewife Luke xvi. 9. Gal.

. 531 3
VI, 6pm— 10, and 1 Zim. vi, 15, 18, 19. And the A-

poftic fpeaks of Wealth and Riches in the Matter of Alms,
2 Cor, viil. 2. and Chap. ix. §,~——11. This is agree-
able to what was faid in the Proverbs, Chap. xix. Ver. 11.
e that bath Pity on the Peor, lendeth upto the Lord, and that
hich be hath given will be pay him again. Almigiving, then,
Is lending to the LORD, who hath obliged himfelf to re-
Pay what’s folent, and is able beth to give Bread for our Food,
and multiply our Seed fosn, and increafe the Fruits of our Righ-

Zeonfnefs: And fo it is a laying up with our Father in Hea-
ven,
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wen, the Things which, being laid up on the Earth, mighe
be moth’d, rufted, or flollen, but cannot be loft with him
who is abundantiy able to perform all that he has promifed.
. Ta1s isa good Work much infifted on in the Gofpel;
yea, it is that which 1s ordinarily intended where we read
of good Works in the New Teftament. ‘Dolng Gocd 19 all
Hen, efpecially unto them who are of the Houfbold of Faith, 1s the
great Fruit of the Grace of GOD beftowed on us by Je-
fus Curist, the Evidence of our Faith and Know-
ledge of his Grace, who for our Sakes became poor, that
we thro’ his Poverty might be rich, and the Proof of the
Sincerity of our Love. By this we thew the Subjection of

our Confeffion to the Gofpel of CurisTt, whereby GOD
is glorified, 2 Cor. ix. 12, i3. and by this the Purification.
of the Heart thro’ Faith fhews itfelf in 1ts Excellency a-
bove the Pharifaical Purification, Luke xi. 41. But rathes
pive Alnis of fuch Things as you bave, ot give the Things you
have in Alms [, and bebold all Things ave clean unto yox.
When the Apoftle Fames calls us to be Doers of the Word,
and not Hearers only, deceiving our own felves, he points
out this to us as the Doing of the Word, and calls 1t pure
wnd undefil’d Religion, 1 Diftinction trom that fiery Zeal and
thofe flaming Speeches abour the Word, wherein thefe
place their vain Religion who are Hearers only, and not
Doers, and whofe unbridled Tongues keep no Meafures
with their Practice. Famesi. 25. Pure Religion and undefil'd
ztﬁre GOD and the Father is this, Tovifit the Fatherlefs and
Widcws in their Affliction, to keek himfelf unfpotted from the
¥orld

¢ Currst’s peculiar People are zealous of good Works
Yet how rare is this diftinguifhing Zeal even among them
that would be cfteemed zealous Chriftians? There is in-
deed a great Noife made abou: Charity and Alms in the
Roran Church s But as, in that worldly Kingdom, they are
fir enough from keeping themfelves unfported from the

World; fo, by the Merir that’s there placed in Alms-
C deeds,
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deeds, thefe are ftated iE Oppofition to the Mercy and Grace

of the Father, and the Righteoufnefs of his Son JE-~

sus Carist ; and the Fatherlefs and Widows in theilx

Affliction, are not the chicf Objects of their Alms; but

the enriching of that worldly Church, and cherifhing

the Swarms of fturdy holy Beggars, is the great Work

of their Charity. At beft, the Roman Alms favour more

of the Pharifee than the Clriffian. They who fepa-

rated from that Antichriflian Church, contending for free

Juttification, by Grace, thro’ the Redemption that’s in

Curist’s Blood, againft the Popifb Merit of good Works,

did a notable Service to Jesus CurisT, and to the Sal-

vation of Sinners by him, But the pure and undefil’d Re-

ligion of the Gofpel fhould have been more infifted on, and

warmly prefled upon the Profeficrs of Faith in Curist’s

Righteoufnefs, and the Zeal of good Works thould have
beecn more fhirred up in Oppofition to that Sort of Reli-
gion and Works wherein that Society, fo greatly polluted
with the World, had plac’d Merit. If this had been done

with as much Zeal as the other, there had been noRoom left
for thunning the Alms-deeds of the Gofpel, under Pretence
of flying from Self-righteoufne(s. How much Need is
there for that Warning the Apoftle gives us, 1 Fobm iii.
7. Little Chddren, let zo Man deceive you ; be that doth Righ-

tecufnefs is vighteous, even as Le is righteons? 'The doing of
Alms, as the Gofpel requires, at the Rate of keeping our-
felves unipotted trom the Luft of the Flefh, the Luft of
the Eyes, and the Pride of Lite, and that before him who
hath fhew’d his Mercy and Grace to us at an infinite Rate,
s reckoned by fome but a low Evidence of Faith, in Com-
parifon with the Impreffions they feel on their Hearts by
the Word; a lower Evidence of the Love of GOD to us,
than that which Is in Faith itfelf without Works; For they
do rot duly conlider chat Faith without Works is dead ; and
that ro hear the Word with the greateft Feeling, without
the Praciice of this pure and undefil’d Religion, is to hear
I and not uolt, and {o to deceive our own felves, The
In-
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Influences of the 8pirit upon Mens Minds by the Word
‘{ which are all that many have to fhew for the Fruits of the
“Gofpel ) are but as the Pains taken on Ground, by dref-
fing and watering, to make ir fruieful.  Bur the faving In-
fluences of the Gofpel are diftinguithed from the common,
:;fby the Fruits, even the Pralice of purc and undefil’d Re-
sliglon, Jatth. xili. 18, 23. Heb. vi. 4,——11. Phil. iv.
“17.  And the fealing Work of the Spirit, witnefling with
~our Spirits that we are the Children of GOD, 1s the Con-

‘fequent of our bringing forth Fruit in obeyiag the Com-

‘mardments of the Lord Jesvs, Fobnig Chap. which is
‘therefore a far greater Rarity than the furlt Influences, that
‘are as the drefling and watering of Ground to make 1t fruit-

ful. It is moft certain, that without Faith in the Blood of

the Son of GOD, thre’ whom alone GOD is acceffable to a
Sinner,itis impofltble to pleafe him with anyWorks ; but the
Faith by which we know the only true GOD, and come
to him thro' Curist’s Blood, the only atoning Sacrifice,
fhews wlelf in good Works and Alms-deeds, which are Sa-
crifices of Thankfgiving ofter'd to GOD by him, well-
pleafing to GOD, and of a {weet Smell and Savour, Heb.
xiil. 15, 16. Phil. iv. 18, When Pau! fays, 1 Cor. xiil. 3.
Though [ beflow all my Goods to feed the Poor, and thongh I give
my Bodyto be burned, and bave not Charity, it profiteth me io-

thing ; he f{peaks not of this as & low ourward Evidence,

or fmall Atrainment ; for he placesit beyond {peaking with
Tongues, prophefying, underftanding all Myfteries and
- Knowledge, and the greatolt Faith of Miracles; but he

#

fignifies thar this may poflibly be where true Charity is
jwanting; and 1n that Cafe, it proceeds from Pride, to
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:which the Defcription of Charity in that Paflage 1s efpeci-

:ally oppofed.  Yet that Charity, or Love of the Truth,
‘which is there declared to be greater than the greatelt {pi-
‘Mrual Gifts, yea, a greater Grace than Faiith and Hope,
fhews ttfelf 10 good Works and Alms-deeds, efpecially to
the Houfhold of Faith, and appears in miniftring to them,

er in humble Services to them, as the Apoftle fays, fea.
0th
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6th Chap. where, - after fignifying that Men might be il-
luminated, tafte of the heavenly Gift, be made Partakers of
the Holy Ghoft, and tafte the cood Word of GOD, and the
Powers of the World to come, and, after all, fall away ir-
recoverably, and be as Ground of: rain’d on, bringing forth
“Thorns and Briers, rejclted, nigh unto curfing, whofe
¥nd is to bz burn'd, he fays, Ver. 9, 10, 11. But, Belboved,
we are perfwaded Letter Things of you, and Things that accom-
pasy Salvation, tho' awe thus (peak: For GOD is not unrighte-
ous o forget your J7 ovl and Labour of Love which ye bave fheaw-
ed foxv.avd his Name, in that ye bave mintflev'd to the Saints, asnd
do minifler:  And <ve defive that every ome of you do fhewy the
Jare Diligence, to the full A sance of Hope unto 1he End. Thus
true Chariry thews itfelf,¢ and thus it will appear in the
Judgmen: at the laft Day, Aiuid. ¥xv. 31,~——416. where
we fee good Works and Alms-deeds exprelly conncéied
with that cternal Life which was given us in Carist be-
forc the World began, as they are likewife, Gal. 6th, and
1 Zim. 6th Chap. |
Trx Pratice of this pure and uadefil’d Religion, then,
is laying up for ourfelves Treafures in Heaven ; yea, the
civing of our Money, our Food aud our Raiment, to all
the Poor, fpecially fuch as are of the Houfhold of Faith, is
fuch a Way of laying up againft all rcal Straits we may be
1n while this Life lafts, as fecures what we lay up effectu-
ally agatnft the Ruft, the Moth and the Thicf: For i
has GOD's faithful Promife of fupplying our Need of thefe

ty ® . - —
Things, Marth.vi. 32,423, Your beavenly Fathesr knoaweth that

yous Laze Need of thefe Things, but feex ve firfe the Lingdom of

GOD, and Lis Rishteonfnefs, ard all thefe Things [ball be ad-

ded unto yorr. See Prov. xxviil. 23, and Pfal xli 1, 2, 3.

Whereas, in treafuring up thefe Things on the Eavth,
we have no Security given us, that they fhall not be loft
to us before the Evils come againft which they are pro-
vided, while, at the fame Time, they are no Provifion for
eternal Liafey but Piety, or pure and undehi'd Religion, is
frofitadie unis all Things, baviug Proinije of the Life that niaw i';}

ane

3
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and of that which is to come, 1 Tim. 1v. 8. 1f then we would
indeed lay up for a Time of Infirmity, and for old Age,
or for our Widows and fatherlefs Children, ler us keep
wourfelves unfpotred from the World, in doing Good, and
giving Alms to the Infirm and the old Poor, and to the
“Widows and Orphans in their Afliétion ; and ler us fludy
ito be as diligent in rhis, before him who has fhew’d Mer-
'cy and ill-deferved Goodncfs to unworthy miferable us, as
we fee others diligent in laying up Treafures on Earth in
a lawful Way (as they call it) for Sicknefs, old Age, and
for their Wives and Children after them, as they profefs,
but really ro gratify their own Luft of Covetoufuefs; for
the Indolent, and they who are far from Induftry, love

‘themfelves and their Wives and Children, and would de-

fire to be eafy in old Age, no lefs than they; but they have
their prefent Eafe, the Luf of the Flefh and the Pride of

Life, to gratify, to which all other Things muft give Place.

Tiis Way of making rvich, and laying up Treafures
in this Life, as well as for ctevnal Life, locks indeed very
odd ; but the Reafons why 1t 15 {o firange o us, and why

. we are fo much eftranged from it, can be no other bat

fuch as thefe, 1/, Wedo not, at Botiom, believe GOD’s

Word, That ke that giveth to the Pows fhall net lack §. And

fo we have more Truft to put in a {ufhcient Man’s Bond oy

1
r

Bill, or fuch Securities as we have for what we lay up on

the Earth, than we have to pur 1n the Securiry that the
LORD of Heaven and Barth, who keepeth Truth for ever,

15 pleafed to give us in his moft faithful Word ; and. yer

3

~who lendeth to the Liord, and luys up his Treafures wich

J:..

)
7
-

we would take 1t very 1lf to be reckoned Infidels. 24y, He

him, commits him{cif to his Care, as a Child ro his Father,

#and depends on him for Re.paymeat according to his Pro-
‘mife, with Refignation to his Will as to all the Concerns of

f]

ithis Life ; but we are not willing to be thas at his Difpolul;

and being full as much intent upon this Life as Life erer-
nal, we do not like that we and ours fhiould have no more

of

§ Prov. xaviil, 27,
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of the Wealth, Honour and Eafe of this World, than GOD
has promifed to his Children; and fo we do nort incline to
fall into his Hand ; we chufe rather to venrure ourfelves
and our Treafures into the Hands of Men, if thercby we
may attain to that moderate or competent Portion ( as we
call it ) of the good Things of this Life, that we propofe
as moft proper for ourfelves and our Wives and Children,
3dly, We have not been {o far changed 1ato the Image of
the divine Mercy and Grace in CurisT, as to e JMercy
more than our Money, and more than the grarfying of
our worldly Lufts thereby. Now, if any Man love the
Frorld, the Love of the Father is notinhim: For all that
is in the World, the Luft of the Flejb, and the Luft of the
Eyes, and tke Pride of Life, is not of the Fatber, but is of
ihe World.  And the Werld paffeth away, and the Luft thereof |
but be that doeih the Iill of GOD abideth for ever; even he
that practifes pure and undefi’’d Religion. 1 Fobn 11, 15,
16, 17. and Chap. 1i1. 16, 17, 18.

Bur we muft return to our LORD's Exhortation,
Matth. 6th Chap.

He there flates a dire€t Oppofition betwixt thefe two
Ways of laying up Treafures of the Things that are hable
to the Moch, the Ruft, and the Thief, upon the Earth;
and he exprefly forbids the one, and commands the other:
Sothar, when a Man has not only Bread to eatr, and Rui-
ment to put on, but, beyond the Expence of the Mainte-
nance of his Family, has likewife to lay up in Store againft
Woants and Neceflities that may happen to him or his in
Times to come ; if the Quetion be put, in this Cafe, What
fhall he do with that which he has to lay up? Our
LORD’s Anfwer comes plainly to this, Lay not up to
vourfelves Treafures of thefe Things on the Earth, whete
they may be Ioft to you before the Evils come againft
which vou laid them up; but lay up to yourfelves Trea-
fures of thefe Tnings, by Alm{yiving, in the Hand of your
Father 1n Heaven, to whom you pray duly, Give us this

Day cav daily Bread, and with him, asa Depofttary, they
wiil
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will be fafe, and certainly forthcoming, as he fhall know
your Need in all Times; and.fo you will lay up in Store
for yourfelves a vood Foundation againft the Timeto come,
that you may lay hold on eternal Life.
§ Hg prefles his Exhoration further upon us, by this Argu.
ment, For where youwrTveafure is, theve will your Heart be alfo,Ver.
iz. Heisnot faying, asfome would have it, Though you lay
up to your{clves Treafures on Earth as well as in Heaven, yet
r‘iﬂt not your Heart on that which ye lay up on Earth: Forhe
“forbids us to lay up Treafures on Earth, for this Reafon,
Becaufe this will be an Evidence of our Heart’s being fet on
the Earth, and an effe€tual Meantodraw our Hearts thither,
and to detain them there; and he commands us to lay
up Treafures with our Father in Heaven, becaufe, in that
‘Cafe, our Heart will be there ; as if he had {aid, your Hearr,
your Truft and your Affection will be where that is which
you lay up In Store for yourfelves as a Foundation againft
the Time to come; thercfore, let not that which ye lay
up be on Earth, that your Heart be not there, but let what
ye lay up be with your Father 1n Heaven, that your Heart
may be with him aifo. This Argument ferves to fuppore the
Senfe that has been given of the foregoing Exhortation that’s
/enforced by it. The oppofite Senfe that's put upon that
Exhortation is varioufly exprefled, but it comes all to this,
“Set not your Heart on the Tlnr’ng: that are on the Earth, but (et

your Heart on the Lhings which are above, and beavenly Things.
And fo this Argument would have no more in it but this,

For where your Hearts ave fet, there will your Hearis be (et alfa.
Therefore this Glofs, that leads us quite oft from the par-
ticular Scope of the Exhortation, by giving us a fair Gene-
~yal 1n the Place of it, cannot be admirted, becaufe it de-
iftroys the Argument, and leaves it without any Senfe at
":f*’.i‘all; not can the Argument ftand with this Turn that has

_‘:'ali)ecn given to the Exhortation, Lay not up to yourfelves Trea-

Jures on Earth ONLY, but lay up to yourfelves Treafures AL-

SO AND CHIEFLY in Heaven: For the Argument that

enforces it would then turn to this, For fo avill your Hewt
- ke not only on the Earth, where that is which you lay up there,
B bict
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but alfo and chiefly in Heaven, where your Treafure is chiefly
leid wp. But it the Argument goes not'upon the Evil of our

Hearts being on the Earth, and {o not in Heaven, it goes
on nothing at all: And when Earth and Heaven ftand in

Competition for our Heart, asin this Paffage, can it be faid
to be there where it 1s not chiefly? This Glofs, that would
give us fome Encouragement to divide our Treafures and
our Hearts betwixt thefe two, cannot be reconciled with

the Account that the LORD gives of them, 1n directing us
where to lay up our Treafures: For, if we had Money to
lend, and a Friend in whom we trulted fhould tell us of
two Hands that ofter’d, that the one was a good fure Hand,
and the other a bad one, with whom it would be in great
Hazard, would we make any Queftion, in that Cafe, about
dividing 1t bertwixt the T'wo?

Byt left we fhould yer imagine, that he has left fome
Room for us to lay up Treafures to outfelves on Earth,
as well as in Heaven, or to divide our Work of laying up
fome Way berwixt the Two, he rakes Pains to thew
us that our Hearts, in that Cafe, will be divided, and
certainly cleave at laft to this Earth, in Oppofit-
on to the Father in Heaven: He fignihes, Ver. 22, 23,
our Fye will not be fingle; whatever Refpeét we may pre-
tend to the Father in Heaven, and to heavenly Treafure,
we wihil have an Eye to this Earth, and to the Things we
Jay up on it, whereby we fhall be efle¢tually darkned as to
the heavenly Treafures to which this Eye is Evil: For this
evil Eye + being oppofite to Bounty in Almfgiving that’s

con-

+ The evil Eye, in the Stile of the Scripture, which our

LLORD’s Hearers knew, is oppofed to the good or bountifu!
Eye, in this Manner, Prw. xxil. 9. He that bath a bountiful
Eye fball be blcffed, for he giveth of his Bread to the Poor.
Lent. xv. 7, 8,9, 10, 11.~——rnd thine Eye be Evil agamft
thy poor Brother, and thou giveft hint nouglt.eemmProv. Xxviil,
22. He that bafleth to be vich hath an evil Eye, and confidereth
niot that Poverty fball come upon him. See likewife Chap xxiil,
6. And Simplicity here afcribed to the Eve, 1s put fot
Liberality, Rom. xil. 8. Fe that giveth, wwith Simplicity.  See
Rkewile ia the Greek, 2 Cor, viil. 2, and 1x 1I, 13
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conne&ed with the heavenly Riches, will darken us in it,
atd make us go about it grudgingly, and fow fparingly.
W hatever mfght be faid when GOD promiied Store of tem-
goral Bleflings in earthly Places, asa Type thro” which his
Pcoplc were to look, as thro’a Vail, tothe 1p1rltual Blefa
ﬁngs in heavenly P]dCCS yet no fuch Thing can be plead-

now, when the Lo rp has mercifully rcmovcd that Vail,

ghat we may behold heavenly more clearly, and look di...
xcctly to the heavenly Inheritance, difcharging us, at the
the fame Time, to fet our Affcétions on earcthly Things,
or to mind them, even as they mighit be minded by them
who had them in the Covenant under which they were, as
Types of the Things that arc above, where CurisT now

fitteth on the right Hand of GOD.
' Hy purfues this fame Purpofe further, Ver. 24, and fets

GOD and the Wealth of this World (which he calls Mam-
mon) in Oppofition to one another, astwo Mafters that cane
not be ferv'd together ; fo that if we will indeed ferve 3.
ny one of thnm, we muft of Neceffit ty defpife and hate the
other. So far 1s he from ﬁiylng, we fhould not only ferve
Mamnion, by making rich in this World, but alfo and chiefs

ly ferve GOD !
I his Refle@ion on the Parable of the unjuft Steward,

whofe Wifdom is commended (Luke xvi Chap.) he calls the
Riches of this World, the Mammon of Unrighteonfnefs, or
the unrighteous Mammon, with Reference to the unrighte-
ous Steward, who made a Liviag to himfelf out of his
'Lord’s Goods, when he was put out of his Stewardfhip for
m&lnﬂ' them : For we are indeed bur Stewards to GOD,
aﬁ to what we pofiefs of the Wealth of this World, and it
cannot be righteoufly beftowed by us, but according to his
Wlll who entrufts us with it, that it may be forthcoming to

: So far, then, as it is not apply’d te his Service as he
ay oints, it becomes an Idol to us, and we are unrighteous
invali the Ufe we make of it. And thus it is the Alammon
of Unvighteonfnefs : Not only unrighteous, as being deceitful
to them that truft in it, as the Steward to his Lord, buc

properly unrighteous with refpect to the common Ule that’s
W D made
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made of it, both in gathering and fpending it ; yea, it is the
grand {nfhiument of Unrighteoufnes among Men, and a
great Tempration to all the Unrighteoufne(s that’s in the
World. Our Lorp bidsus imitate the Wifdom (not the
Injuftice) of the unrighteous Steward, in making to our-
felves Hriends of the uavightcous .dfammon, that when we
fail, they may receive us into everlalting Habitations, i. .
Give 1t to the Poor, and thro” GOD’s gracious Promifes,
thelr Bills or Securities, you fhail be receiv'd into the hea-
venly Manfions when your Life in this World fails. This
ts what Jusvs calls, being faithful in the unvighteons Mam.
mot, when GOD cntruft, us with 1t and if we be not thus
faithful to our Truft as toit, he lets us know we need not
pretend that we are rrufted with the true Wealth, and that
if we are not faithful in the falfe Riches, we cannor pretend
to be faithful in the True Then he concludes, as in A/atth,
vi. 24. No Maircan force tavo Maflers :  For either ke auill bat:
the one and love the offer ; ov elfe be will hold to the one and defpije
the other,  Yecamiet frrve GOD and Mammon, Luke xvi, 13,
The Pharifecs, whoiere covetous, and yer, perhaps, gave
more Alms than many great Pretenders to Chriftianiey now
cive, when they heard thefe Things, derided our Lo ro,
becaufe his DoCtrine of Alms, and of the Inconfiftency ot
ferving GOI) thereby, and ferving Mammon by laying uj
the faife Riches, ferv’d ro manifeft the Vanity of their Pre.
tences to the Service of GOD 1 For, it feems, theythougly
At very ridiculous for on2 to Infinvate, that a Man couid
not both makz rich in this World and in the World
come. But he tells theny, upon their fneering Behavious,

which proceceded from the Pride of their own Merit and”
veligious Charalter among Men, Ver, y5. 2z are they whici

juftify yourfeives before dien but GOD knoweth your Hearts
For that wwhich is bighly efteem’d among # Men, is Abomination ii
the Sirht of GOD.

Yr 1 this Way of thinking was not quite fo inexcufub
in the Pharifees as it s amony Chriftians, who have the
Neaw Teflamient Revelation full and clear. We may indec

wonder, when we rcad the New Teflament with Attention,
how
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how it could be a prevailing Principle among the Profeflors
of Chriftianity, to lay up Treafures on Earth and in Hea-
ven allo, if we do not confider what the Apoftle fays, 2
Fheff. ii. 10, 11.emmme Becaufe they veceived ot tre Love of
‘the Trith, ~mmmmme GOD Jball fend them firong Delufion, that they
Jhould beliete a Lie; even this Lie, That we can {crve Alam-
gon without hating or defpifing GOD, and that the Friend-
3@ of this World is not Enmity with GOD. When
we obferve the Belief of this Lac ]ying at the Borrom
of the grand Perverfion of the Gofpel, and Corruption of
Chriftianity, we need not wonder that our Lo rp fpends
fo much Difcourfe on this Subject. |

. Tuis his Doétrine, with the Pratice of his Followers,
yecorded in the New Zeffament, explains a Prophecy of I-
faiab, concerning the Kingdom of the defiah, [fai. Xxx1l
4y e S, The Fool (Nabal) jhall no nove be called likeval, nor
the Chuvl faid to be bonntiful :  For the Tool evill fpeak Folly, and
bis Heart aill 2work 1 niguity, to praffife Hypacrify, and to [heak
Errvor to the LORD, to make ~oipty the S5l of tle Huigry, and
ke will caufe the Drink of the ‘TLE:}’:’_}' 16 f.:ily-=-- Bait the LiLeral de-
wifeth liberal hings, and wpon hberal Tiiings fball Le be ¢fal b
el Here the Wifdom of him that layeth up for himf&li,
and is not rich toward GOD, or who withholds from the
Poor what he carefullylayeth up on the Eavrh, 15 deciar’d
to be Folly, 1n Oppofition to the Liberal, his devifing lios-
ral Things; and all the Shifts and Pretences of the fparing
Alms-giver, are pointed out as the Goijel manifefls them
to be, wicked, cruel, or unmercifal and deceicful. The
ﬁrophct foretels there will be fuch Alms-overs in the

-@ofpel Day, but fuch will the Liberality of the Go'pel be,

hat their Alms fhall not be accounted Alms, whatever
eckoning might have been made of them before.  Agree-
bly to this, we fird the Apofile fpeaking of Creetenfie/sand
Lounty 1n Almigiving, 2 Cor. iz, 5. And the Provphet makes
all the religious Profeffions of them v:ho have nor this
Liberality, to be but Hypocrify and Lics {poken to the
Juﬂ Rp« Compare [2iad 1viii Chaprer,

g {1y o
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Ouvr Lorp,inlike Manner, oy this his DoCtrine, drives
on the Pur poﬁ. that was begun in the Miniftry of fobn the
Baptift, at the Dawning of the Gofpel Day. He faid, Lak:
Vit 9 Now the .9 is laid to the Reot of the Trces; cvery Trar
sherefove evhich bringeth not forth good Fiuit, is bewn dawn and -
caft into the Tive. And when the People enquired what this
Fruit fhould be, he anfwered, Ver. 11. He that hath tuw
Coats, let bim impart to him that bath nene, and be that hath
Meat, It him do i-kewife.  This is what he calls Fruits wor-
thy of Repentaice, without which he told the Pharifees,
who were covetous, that the Things upon which they va.
Jued tnemfelves would go for nothing, and be no Evidence
of their Intereft 1n the Kingdom of Heaven. We may e-
ven fee how Daniel called Nebuchadnezar to Repentance,
Dan. v 23. and we myy obfcrve how the LLORD calls his
People to Repentance ; and this Fruit of it, as that, with-
out which, all Fafting, and the greateft Diligence in the
Ovdinances of Worthip, fignify nothing, ffaiab 58 Chap.
But for any to prerend evangelical Repentance, and the
bringing forth of the Fruits of the Gofpel, without this
Fruit called for by 7ohu the Baptilt, 1s indeed to practife
Hx*pocri"y, and {peak Lies to the LORD. And can we
perceive Stacerity In giving this aiways as one of the Cau-
{fes of the publick Falts, oz Barrennefs and Unfruitful-
nefs under the Gofpel and Means of Grace, if tals be the
Fruir that’s intended ?

Jrsus Curist, coming after foba, purfues this Pur-
pole in his Doltrine in {uuh a Manner, and ta fuch &
Lzngth, as to be derided by the Plariftes, who paid Tithes
of all, and gave Alms upoi Honour ;) fo that to prefs more
Liberality thun theirs was ridiculous to them; yea, hea-
ftomhid his ewn Difeiples, when he pur Covetoufnefs to
the latt Trial, inthe young Man who was extremely intent
then etuml Lite in the Wav of his own Righteounfnefs,
by calling him to (el what{oever he had, and give to the
o , i rif..:': up the Crofs and f'olamv him, Afark x

Lanlto

i, venn L i ity 1 nlginly g n‘_:ﬂ,d} that h
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would not part with his Pofleflions for ‘that eternal Life:
and that therefore he trufted in thefe Pofleflions, and
thought, at Bottom, that his I:;ifc: confifted in them,
Per. 22. Jesus aftonifhed his Difciples, by faying, Zer. 23,
How hardly fball they that bave Riches enter into the Kingdom
ngOD ! And they were yet more aftonifhed, when they
heard him fay again, Ver. 24, Children, how bard is
# for them THAT TRUST IN RICHES to enter into the
Kiugdom of GOD ! It is eafier for a Camel to go thro® the Eye
of a Needle, than for a vich Man to entet into the Kingdom of
GOD. Surely it could not increafe their Aftonithment to
hear no more but this, That it is impofiible only for thofé
vich Men who truft in their Riches, to enter into the
Kingdom of GOD; for It could not be any of the Prin-
ciples of their Education, that trufiing in Riches (\slhiCh
was {o plainly forbid and condemned 1 their Law, Pfal.
Ixil, 10. and lif. 6, 7.) was any good Sign of a Man’s
ftanding in the faireft Way for entring into the Kingdom
of GOD; but it was natural enough for them, whoe had
been educated in the Hope of a temporal Kingdom of GOD,
and taught to look on Riches as a promifed Bleffiag, and on
the Obfervers of the Law that enjoyed them, as highly fa-
voured of GOD, ro be aftonifhed out of Meafure, when
they found their Maflter faying, It is as hard for a rich
Man to enter that Kingdom, as it is for him to be rich
withour rruftiog in his Riches. And they could not well
underftand him otherwife, counfidering the Qccafion of his
$peaking. They faw a rich youag Man, who was lov’d
by their Mafter for the extrsordinary Regard to GOD's
Commandments, which he thewed in that Obedience which
fiad the Promife of nattanal Happine{s to Jjrael annexed to
it, at the fome Time fearing he lack’d fomerhing to 1ntitle
kim to cternal Life, and willing to do any Thing thar Jz-
. .gvs fhould diret him to, for the obtaining of that Life
yéhich he earneftly defired. They had yuft {een this rich Man
froing away gricved from his Guide to cternal Life, when he
ff.id it 10 the Balance to hiim with his Poflefhons ; and this
* was

23 S
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2
was the Reafon of his going away, F'r le bad great Poffe):
ons. 'This, with what their Mafter faid upon 1, let then
fee plainly what they never thought of before, and now

faw, with Amazement, how hard it is for a Man to be rich,

:
i
?

and yet not traft tn his Riches. And knowtng that trutting -
in Riches is a great Hinderance to dalvation, they expret
fed their Surprize at.the Difcovery of the Connettion be.

twixt having Riches, and trufting in them: For wnen, by

Means of this Conne&ion, (appearing with fuch Evidence

in the leading Inftance of the young Man) he fhewed

them how impoffible it is for a rich Man to enter the King.

dom of GUD, they aere affonifbed out of Meafure, [aying a-
mong themfelves, U lo ihen can be faved! Though the Gofpel
docs not put this {o far to the Trial in every one as in this
young Man, yer we fee the Apoltle grafting an Exhorra-
tion upon this Connetion betwixt having Riches, and
trufting tn them, that was taught by our LORD, 1 Zim. vi.
17, 18, 19. Chaige them that ave vich in this Hovld, that they
e tys:ft 110t ins yincertain Richesy but iu the living GOD j----
That tney do Good, that they be vich in good Works, veady to di-
ftvibute, willing to communicate, laying up in Stove for them felies
a geod Foundation againft the Time to come, that they may lay
Flold on eternal Life. Here 1s the grand Evidence of a rich
Man’s not trufting 1n Riches, but in GOD, even his becom-
g sich 1 Alms-deeds; and this is conneéted with eter-
nal Lite:  So that, letarich Man profe(s ro truft in the
hving GOD, and to feck eternal Life as much as he will,

if that Truft in GOD, and Diftruft of this World’s Riches,
do not appear in diftributing them to the Poor, fo as to

become rich in good Works ; if that Concern for eternal
Life do not fhew itfelf in his laying up in Store to himflf
a goaa Foundation againft the Time to come, by doing
Good, diftributing and communicating, his Profeffion is
downright Hypocrify and Lying to the Lorp. Our
LORXD anfwers the Queftion of his aftonithed Difciples,
by teiling them, Ver. 25, With Men it is inrpoffible, but mot
with GOD 5 for, with GOD all Things arve pefibie. Such was

the
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fhie rich jiaung Man's Eagernefs for eternal Life, that if
it’had been in Man’s Power to truft in the living GOD, and
not worldly Pofle(lions, and to part with them for eternal
Fffe, he would certainly have done it; bur fo much was he
dtider the Power of his Covetoufnefs, and Love to his Pof-
?om ( which we find, in other Inftances as well as this,
¥aconneted with Self-righteoufnefs) that he went away

rrowful from Cu r1s T, and trom cternal Life. Men may
ficrifice their Riches to the Pride of their-own Merit, as
fell as their Life to their Honour, and to a Name that
thall furvive them 1o this fame World ; but to forfake alk
dur Lufts, and follow Jesus Curist to eternal Life,
tHis is above Man; .and particularly for a rich Man to take
all his Truft oft his own Merit, and off his Riches, and
ﬁlace it wholly in the Son of GOD for eternal Life, {oas to
Eécome his Follower unto that Life, bcaring his Crofs afrey
him; this, tho’ it be impofhble with Men, is the very
Work of GOD by the Gofpel; for, to the Power that
fhade the Son of GOD of 2 Woman, and raifed him-
from the Dead, and gave him Glory, all Things are pof~
fible; and this Power appears where Man’s Power fails,
fnd fhews itfelf efpecially in making a rich Man bountifut

with the Bounty of the Gofpel, and liberal in Almfgiving,

a¢ it requires.

“Arter all, many a great Pretender to Chriftianity,
ﬁ},ﬂ's in his Heart, I'll make rich and rife in the Poffeffions
&% this World, or at leaft carefully preferve all that I have,
and yet not fet my Heart upon it. Thus we can take Fire
ﬂi out Bofom and not be burnt! And thus we take heed

-

f gpd are aware of Covetoufnefs! Shall we fludy to put

tirfelves in that {ame Situation, or fhall we endeavour to

. ‘Preferve ourfelves conftantly in that very Condition, where-

our Lorp tells us we fhall moft hardly enter into his
ingdom ; and yet, at the fame Time, pretead to feek that
ingdom firft, and to truft the Promife of adding thefe
Things unro us which the Natlons feek after?

The
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= Tux Nations of this \E%rld feek what they fhall eat and ’f:
drmk and wherewithal they fhall be cloath’d inallTimes to ?“1
come, and cannot profper without great Induﬁry in feeking ]
thefc Things; yea, the Avarice of fome in making and B
hoarding Money, and the Prodigality of others in fpending i
it,are the veryPillars that fupport theTrade of the Nations;} '}
and if we can reconcile thefe to the Content and Moderati- *]
on that’s infeparable from feeking the Kingdom of Heaven |
in the firft Place, then indeed we may think ot national Chri- :
fiianity, and be well perfwaded that Cur1st1’s Kiggdomis

of this World.
Tuoven all this be mote plain and evident1n the New

Tefiament, than many other Things for which Men haye con-
tended earneftly, while,in the mean Time, they had Liber-
ty to gratify their Covetoufnefs and other Lul’cs ; yety as the
Corruption of our Hearts has, in many Refpefts, cmruptcd
Chritianity, by perverting the Rule of that moft holy Re-’
llglon, and accommedating it to our Interefts and Purfuits _
in this prefent evil World {fo Covetoufne(s, which has 2 ;
peculiar Influence to blind the Mind, has induced Men to:
endeavour to overthrow the Scope of rhe forefaid Difcout-
{esof our L.orp, and to plead to that Purpofe fome Tem
of the New Tefiament.

As, Firft, We fhall hear 1 im. v. 8. infilted on, as’
if the Apoftle were there declaring him worfe than an_
Infidel, and a Denter of the Faith, who doth not provide”
for hls Family and Children, by laying up for them
Treafures on the Earth, to make them live comfortably (as
they reckon Comfort ) a&er he 1s taken from them, and to

keep them from being burdenfome to others. N
AccorpiNG to thisGlofs on the Apnﬂle s Wﬂ*ds, i€

any Man had hearkened to the Lo r p”s Difcourfes on Co-
vetoufnefs, or to Fobw Baptift calling for Fruits meet for
Repcntancc, he could not have been fav’d, efpecially he
in whom Jesus CrrisT put Covcrouﬁmfs to the greatelt
Tryal, if he had done what he was called to, would havc

been worfe than an Infidel, and denied the Faith ; and che
~ Apofile

- 'E...-"
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gﬁ poftles did very ill in fuffering the Membeys of the Church
in Fernfalem to become worfe than Infidels, and deny the
Faith, by going far beyond what has been pleaded from
ﬂlr Lorp’s Difcourfes. Yea, itwill be hard, according
to this Senfe of the Text, to find one among the Chritti-
4ps, of whom we readin the New Teffament as true Follow-
#s of Curist, whodid not deny the Faith, and was
it wotfe than an Infidel: For it will not be eafy to find
one among them laying up Treafures on Earth for himfelf,
gr for his Children after him. .

" Bur it will be manifeft to them who look on this Text
with any Singlenefs, That 1t is rather ftrong againft Cove-
toufnefs and for Almfgiving. The Apoftle, in that Paffage, is
on the Subject of the Relief of defolate Widows, which he
":élls Honour, as he alfo calls that which 1s beftow’d for the
‘Support of the Elders ; And he fays, 1 Tim. v. 4. Byt if
fmyy Widow have Children or Nephews, let them learn ﬁrﬁ to
Jbew Piety at Home, and to vequite their Pavents :  For that is,
good and acceptable before GOD.  And after the Defcription
of 2 Widow indeed, Ver. 5, 6. he fays, Verfe 7. And
thefe Things give in Chasge, that they may be blamele[s ; and Ver.
BI But if any provide not for bis own, and efpecially for thofe of
“bis own Houfe (or, and efpecially thofe of the Houfbold* ) he hath
dtnyd the Faith, and is worfe than an fﬂﬁdel. From thence he
“tontinues on the Subjeét of Widows, to Verfe 16, where
“Be fays, If any Man or Woman that believeth, bave Widows, le¢
tbem velieve them, and let not the Church be charged, that it may
velieve them that ave Widows indeed. From all this it plainly
r;}?uipf:arsl, that he is {o far from calling Parents to make rich ,'

g : sad
LY _

N 'tf;',*‘Jﬂd e@e::mﬁy t&ﬂﬁ ﬂf the Hﬂ!{[bﬂfi Kgf J,c;.f,’ Alca 7-; ¥y g}ngm;f:
.» #his feems, as Mr. Hallet has obferv’d in his Notes, to ba
‘ C!l the fame with yaarca 8¢ apds Tov's oinclove Ths wiceny.
kcially smto them who are of the Houfbold of Faith. Wor thefe
OF-¥:e Houfbold here, are fuch as behoved to be relieved at
c,the Charge of the Church, if they had not believing

ciqﬁldrcp or Nephews to do it, and fo to keep the Church
s %o being charged.
X

Y
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and lay up.Stocks for therr Children, that, on the Conts, ;;
1y, he is prefling the Children or Nephews of poor Wi ./
dows to be charitable firft at Home, in providing Mainte ot
nance for them. This he commends as Piety to their cu: o
Floufe, where they fhould do Alms 1n the firft Place ; an ; fg
he commends it likewife as Jultice or Gratitude, #o requi s,

theiv Pavents, who ptovldcd Food and Cloathing for ther .
when they could not do it for themfelves. Then he d, &
clares, that they who neglcé’c this Piety to their own, ¢fx?
cially if thefe be of the Houthold of Faith, do in Effeliis
deny the Faith, which obliges us to much more A]mfglr »g
ing than that comes to, and which will make us outdo Ir %
fidels, Fews or Gentiles, in Alms-deeds ; Yea, he iswor!; E
than thefe Inﬁdels, who neglects thls. For, whateve: f

Principle they do it from, they take care of their ow
| P y y %'
poor Parents, and relieve their deftiture Relations. Ths\;«

Py owzdmg here {poke of, cannot be Iaymg up Stocks, or m: Lu ¥
"§ngrich in this Wmld For, who imagines that Childse: .;;
ot Nephews are obliged to provldf: in this Manncr for theis 4
poor Wzdows, and to requite their Parents in this Wn} e
And in the fame Senfe wherein it can be faid that the'; j
- defofate Widows muft be provided for by their Children ¢. i
Nephews, thefe fame Children or Nephews ought to pre
‘vide for their own Children ; as they requite their Parenty:
“for the care they took of thcm, by relieving them with t%
‘Neceffaries of Life, fo let them take care of their 0?:@.,,
Children till they be able to do for themfelves.

Tr1s is all that canbe made ofthis Text by Confeque 1c=‘*‘
‘concerning Provifion for our Children; for it {peaks m’;
«dire€tly on that Subje& And could 1t be believed that mté
Man who has Eyes in his Head, would gravely plf:a
this Paflage in favour of ftudying to betrer our Condmc;g
in this World, and ro make rich in i, 1nﬂead of makm@
rich toward GOD'? Yet there are Mcn in the Chriftif
Warld, who will readily plead this Text for laying ¢ o
Stacks to their Children, and practife accordingly wn‘

great Induﬂry, whofe Pra&xcc, at the fame Tlmel dcclarfg
‘h{‘r

?
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hey fee nothing in this Text, that fhould hinder them tq
%e in the fcandalous Neglet of this Piety. toward thein
por Parents, and other deftitute near Relations ; even as
qthers can fee nothing in the Gofpel that hlnders them to
Hake Money as faft as they can, and then feed their Vani-
& and Luxary with it, let come of the defolate Widows
gd their own Children what will. Yea, we may hear

Words of Scripture brought for the Pride of Life, and for

,J.

Drunkennefs and Fornication as well as for Covetoufnefs

ind it may be a Queftion, if it be altogether confiftens

gth that awful Refpe&t due to the Words of GOD, ta
at Pains to refute thefe profane Turns upon the Go-

f jel - Yet, becaufe fome ferioufly infift on them, to the hay-.
ening of themfelves and others in a Thingthat tends ta
eit Deftru@ion, we may take fome Notice of another

Flext that’sbrought to the fame Purpofe with the fora-:gcungJIL

=aﬂ_}hd that 15,
w:’r"z Cor. xii. 14. Where the Apoftle {ays to the Cormtbmm,

ehold the third Time I am ready to come to you, and I avill nod

1 burdenjome o you 5  for ! feek wot yours but you: For the
idress ought mot to lay up for the Pavents, BUT Q'HE: PA-

RENTS FOR THE CHILDREN. Fromthis Text it is.
atledz’d, that the Gofpel lays it on Parents, as their Duty,
“af at leatt allows them, to lay up Treafures on Earth, and

‘“ﬁ%ke Stocks for thelr Chlidrcn, as they are able.
"-ﬁ;*Bu-r as the Apaltle is here plainly purfuing another;
2ope, and this comes in only as a Similitude apply’d to that,

:DPE‘., one would think ir1s not very fair dealing. wu;h
Scupturc, to oppo {e thisto whole Dlﬁ:oulfes trqagl_gg

X the: ¢ are unjuﬁ Stewa: “sand Judges, thar. nelthcr fa.av,
30 D for regard Man, ﬁom whomthe anpel takes Slm;h-
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Makes every Thm lawful to us, w;‘uch it ufes as a Type,
and from whlch it takes a Similitude, the Plea from this
Text, for laying up Treafures on the Earth for our Chil.
dren, muft be very weak. -

ANnp if 1t were the Defign of this Text, to command
Parents to lay up for the Children, by the fame Rule, it
muft be underftood to difcharge the Children to lay up for
the Parents : But as the Scripture elfewhere requires Parents
to take care of and bring up their Children, fo it thews
that Children, when able for it, ought, in Picty and grate-
ful Requital, to provide for thclr Parents, as in the Paﬂ'agc'
before confidered. The Patrons of the Cnvetoufncfs that’s
condemn’d 1n the Gofpel, muft therefore reconcile this Text
with the former, which they chiefly infift on, before they
can make any Thing out of it for their Purpofe.

ANp itisevident, that Laying #p, in this Text, can figni-
fy no other Sort of laying up, but that which the Corinthi-
ans thould have done for Pard, if he had been burden-
fome to them, in taking from them as he took from other
Churches. And what Kind of laying up was that? Were
the Churches laying up Treafures on Earth to make the A-
poftles rich in this World? Or, were they not providing
only for their Neceffities, as the pooreft Parents are every
where doing for their Children, and as all ought to do who
aré in no Capacity to make rich ?

I1 isnolefs evident, that the Apoftle, who fpeaks of
himfelf here as a Parent to his Children in the Faith, did
not walk with his other Children, according to this Rule
that he here lays down for the Corinthians : For they were
inferior to other Churchesinthis, that he took not Relief
from them as he did from thefe. His Children in Philippi,
paiticularly, provided for him, as he will not here allow
the Corinthians his Children to do, for this Reafon, Becanfe
te Children onght not o lay up for the Parents; and yet the
PLilippians are more highly commended for walking con-
trary to-this Corinthian Rule, Phil. 1v. 14,—--18 than the

Cv:—mtrmm {tem to bc in this Paﬁdge.
' Bur
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Byt when we confider how the Apoftle afferts -to this
fame Church his Right to be maintained by them as well as
others, and fo to live of the Gofpel, 1 Cor. gth Chap, and
when we obferve that this Church took more prefling to
raife Charity from them, and were not fo forward in 1t as
otaer Churches ; and when we alfo take Notice, that the
Apoftle’s Adverfaries eafily influenced them againft him, by
Infinuations of his being ready to make a Gain of them,
whereby 1t appears they had more of an Air of Covetouf:
nefs than other Churches, we may eafily perceive that he
Is here infinvating a heavy RefleGtion on them, in giving
the Reafon why he will take nothing from them, in Oppor
fition to his Adverfaries, who were ready to catch them on
this Point. In this View of the Cafe, thefe Words, 7bs
Children ought not t0 lay up for the Pavents, but the Pavents for
the Children, feem rather to be ehe Language of the Apolile’s
Adverfaries at Gorinth, to which the Corinthians gave a reas
dy Ear; efpecially feeing we find him, in the Context, ufing
thelr Words {o as crafty Politicians about Religion have
fathered them upon the Apoftle himfelf, and pleadsd them
as his Words, to countenance them in that which they call
Holy Guile! Vet. 16. Being cvafty, I caught you with Guile.
catan, who was making Ufe of the Judaifing Teachers at
Corinth, againft the Apoftle’s Miniftry, knew well the weak

Side of thefe Corinthians, {oothed their Covetoufnefs, and
mifreprefented the Apoftle as feeking to make a Gain of

them ; and thefe Inftruments of Satan toolk Care not to be
burdenfome to them, while they got their ready Ear ta
their faying, ‘with a Refletion on the Apoftle their Father
in Curyst, The Childven onight not 3o lay up for the Parents,
but the Pavents for the Children. "To vindicate himfelf, and
chaftife them for being {o eafily impofed on by the
Soothers of their Covetoulnefs, he tellsthem he had not
been, and was refolved not to be, burdenfome to them, and
makes Ufe of oue of the Sayings of thefe Teachers to
which they gave Ear, as if it weie a Reafon why he n';]adc

thém
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thef inferior to other Churches, in not réceiving from
them what was otherwife really his Due,

- Anp thefe are the Texts of the New Teflament that ave
ordinarily brought to vindicate that Covetoufnefs which is
defcribed and condemned by our LORD in his Sermons
greating exprefly on that Subjelt. - As it is ufual with fome
Men in fcriptural Controverfies to'betake themfelves to the
Light of Nature, when they are ftraitned, and then give
our their own Opinions as the Dictates of Nature ; fo fome
have taken Occafion, from thefe Texts, to fay, That the
Light of Nature taught Infidels, and:teaches all Parents,
to make rich in this World to their Power, and to lay up
8tocks for their Children. Whar “has becn before faid,
ferves to fhew how little Qccafion they have, from thefc
Texts, for faying fo. And if| by the Light of Nature,
they mean the Difcovery of GOD that’s made to the Mindé
of Men by the Works of Creatien,: and the Kunowledge
of his Law, and his Judgment againft Sin, in their Confci-
ences, it will not be caf y to fhew, that this Light, which
fets Death, the Wages of Sin, before the Sinucr; and
ferves to fill him with the Fear of that Death, can mani-
feft to finful Mortals, ‘That it 1s thetr Duty to feek to rife
in the Poffeffions of this World, and lay up Treafures
on the Earth for themielves and then Children. It will be
a vain Attempt to feek Countenance to this Practice, or to
the Difpofition of Heart from which 1t proceeds, from the
Light of Nature, as it appears cither int innocent or fallen
Mati. The Principle that influences Men to this Pra&tice,
took Place in Man’s Mind, when he faund himfelf not ea-
fy and content in all that he pofleflfed, and began to think
of pofiefling the Tree that was pleafant to the Eyes, being per-
fwaded to think that he fhould w2 firely die.  But then the
Darknefs, that comprebends not the Light, had entred the Mind
of Man; and under the Power of this Darknefs, he has
found cut many Iiventions to hide his Shame, and divert the
juft Fear of Death, and to make hinifelf eafy without GOD,

by fulhilling the Luft of the Flefb, the Luft of the Eyes, and the
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Pride of Life. ‘This Darknefs that:!rules this prefent .evil
World, is, in many Inftances, put for Light, and paffes
for the Light of Nature among Men; and (o it is in this
Cafe. Burif, by the Light of Nature, be meant what Na-
ture prompts us to In common with the Beafts, as to fuck-
ling and cherithing our Children, defending them, and re-
lieving their Neceflities as our own, till they be able to do
for themfelves, none will deny it; but Narure itfelf does
not teach us to make rich, or, having Food and Raiment,
not to be content thercwith, witheut Treafures laid up for
Wants thrat may never happen. And there can be no Mam-
mon to {erve in a State of mere Nature: It isin well form-
ed Societies, that Men arife peaceably from Cow-herds ot
begging Pedlars, to high Stations of worldly Riches and

Power,

TuEr comparing of them to David, who, under %gi':-
feffion of Chriftian Devotion, are, from the meaneft Con

dition, climbing as faft-as they can to high Stations in the
World, is an excellent Improvement on thefe Principles,
whereby the Kings of this Earth are fet on David'’s Throne,
and the Nations come in Place of that Nation of which, as
concerning the Fleth, Cur1sT came. But that laying up
Treafures on the Earth which is condemned by out
LORD, cannot.find Refuge in the O Tefament, or the
Pradlice of the Saints there, by any other Kind of Argu-
ment, but fuch as will fupport Polygamy, ot any .other Prac-
tice whereby the New Teffament is diftinguithed from the
Old. And even whenworldly Wealth was a Blefling, becaufe
a Promifc of the Covenant with the flefhly Seed of which
Carrist wasto fpring, and a Type of the true Riches,
1t will be hard to find any Saint then, on whom GOD be-
ftowed largely of thefe typical Riches, on whom he did not
alfo beftow Largenefs of Heart an{werable to their Wealth ;
and therefore Churls, who are delighted with the Increafe
of their Gain, and grudge any Alms they are obliged to
beftow, fo as to give in the moft fparing Manner they can,
and far below their Power, and yet would gloryin what they.

give,
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bive, and defire to be eftecmed and called liberal; thefe, at

Jeaft, cannot claimLikenefs to anySaint of the O/d Teffament ;
nor would they have been eafy under the Commandments of
Mofes, or what was enjoined by Nebemiab, Chap. 5th, with
refpe€t to the Poor. But the Grace of the Gofpel makes
true Chriftians liberal to their Power, and willing beyond
their Power. And what Sort of Chriftians muft they be,
who would fain betake themfelves to the Ol Teflament for
Shelter from the Influence of Cur1st’s Example, and the
Example of his true Followers, as fet before us, 2 Cor. viil.
Y, 2,3, 9.7 e doyon towit of the Grace of GOD beflowed on
the Churches of Macedonia, how that, in a great Trial of Af-
fliction, the Abundance of their oy, and their decp Poverty a-
bounded unto the Riches of their Liberality ; for, to their Power, I

bear Record, yea, and beyond their Power, they were willing of
tbemdlves. For ye know the Grace of our Lord FESUS

CHRIST, that the' he was vich, yet for your Sakes be became poor,
that ye thro’ his Poverty might be rich. But we cannot wonder

at their hiding themfelves from the Light and Evidence of
thefe Examples under the Shade of the O/d Teffament, who
fly from the Gofpel of the Kingdom that’s not of this
World, to the Old Teffament, to feck a Foundation there
for that worldly State of the Church by which they have
their Wealth and Power. The Old Teflament is gloricus
in its Subferviency to Cr r1s 1 the Mediator of the new Cove-
pant, the Surety of the better Teflament, and King of the
Kingdom of Heaven. But to fet it thus in Oppofition to him,
is to follow the Example of the ews pleading Mofes againft
him, as exaltly as Men can follow it under the Chriftian

Name, and is, in Effe®, to deny #hat Chriff is come in the
Flefb.

Jesvs, the SON OF GOD, lived in this World in that
Situation from which Chriftians now fly as they thould do
from Hell ; and in the Days of his Mini&ry, when he was
obliged to others, under the Direftion of his Father’s Pro-
vidence, for his neceffary Food and Raiment, and for the

Support of his Twelve, even then his little Bag lay open
{o
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to the Poor, Fobn xil. §, 6. and xlif, 29. But great Pretenders
to Chriftianity now, whom we muft, it feems, believe to be
filled with the Spirit of Car1sT, or provoke the Chrifti
an Mab, have a Spirit much fitcer for the State of 2 weal-
thy and powerlul Old Teffament Saint, and much better fait-
ed to the acquiring of the Inheritance of the Ol Tefament,
than to the rich Liberality of Jesus in his Poverty and

AffliGion. Shall we acknowledge that fuch Men are Jed

by the Spirit of CurisT? GOD forbid. .
Tue Gofpel Doétrine of Alms againft Covetoufnefs, in
laying up Treafures on the Earth, cannot tend to flacken
that Diligence in our lawfu. Employments which the Go-
fpel enjoins for this End, That we may have to give or di-
{tribute to the Needy, Epb iv. 28. 45 xx. 34, 35. They
who ate capable to work with their Hands, and can have
Work, are commanded to keep at their Work, as they
would keep Honefty, and not caft themfelves on the Chari-
ty of any, as if they lacked, or were needy, 1 Theff. v. 11,
12. for indeed the Apoftle declares, That fuch Perfons, ne-
gleCting their Bufinefs, letr the Pretence be what it will,
are no fit Objects for the Alms of the Gofpel, 2 Thef iii.
12,——15. ‘There he fays, This we commanded you 3that if
any would not work, meither fhould he eat. And he appoints
this as a Cure for idle Profeflors, Bufie-bodies, that when
they get no Entertainment but Admonitions, they may
be obliged, with Quicinefs, to work and eat their own
Bread, and fo be preferved from being caft out of the
Brotherhood. . Yer, when he thus declares them to beno
proper Objects of Alms, Ieft the evil Eye fhould catch any
Occafion from hence, to look too narrowly about the
Needy, and ftop the Current of the Gofpel Liberality ( for
the evil Eye can fcarce fee a needy Perfon, a fit Object) he

fays, But ye, Bretbren, be not weary in W'ell-doing.

BuT we may daily fee Diligence in the hardeft Labour,
among the working Poor, no Way conneted with any
Hope or Defign of mending their Condition in the World,

or laying up Treafures on Earth. Neceflity indeed drives,
3 1 -~ but
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but it is the prefent Nec!:fﬁty of Food and Cloathing, which
comes as hard and courfe as theit Work. And thefe are
t’ne moft fubftantial and ufeful Part of Socicty. The King
rs ferved by the Field. 'Their Labour, and the Sweat of
their Brows, is turn'd to the Eafe and Pleafure of o-
thers, And when a Tlmc of Scarcity and Dearth
comes, fo that they cannot live by their Work, they who
are full and eafy thro’ their Toil, ought, in all Reafon,
to relieve them, and infead of mmdmg the Increafe of theie
Rlchcs, or even plefewmg them in fuch a Time, fhould di-
mmifh their Stocks to eafe them, and fo bear Burden with
them, and take Share in the Calamlty, or elfe not pretend
to Humamty, let be Chriftianity.

Axp we may {ee others that work not {o hard, perhaps,
as the contented Poor, who are fpurred on to what they

do by the Defire of mending their Condition, and laying
up Treafures on the Edlth, and the very End of their
Mork is the Poflefflion of Abundance, to give them Eafe
from Labour and Toil. Thefe declare themfelves, no
Doubt, to be alting very chriftianly in their Dlhgcncc
when they have the Cnnudencc to propofe this as an Ob-
Je&mn againt the Gofpel Do&rinc of Almfgiving, That it
tends to flacken’ the Diligence in our Employments that’s
reqmred in the Gofpel. But this is the Senfe of their Ob.
]c&lon «If we are not to raife ourﬁ:lves, and bzcome rich-
“ erin the Vv orld by our Labour, but give thar in Alms
‘ whewby we mlrmt rife to more Eafe, then we fhall
f‘ flacken our Dllmcnce, and be at lefs Pams in our Em-

“ ployments.” This is not an uncharitable Conftruction of
the Objection, and yet fuch Men would have us look on
their Induftry as a Chnftian Virtue,

MaNy Thmgs may be f{aid in dliputmg for a Thlng we
are 1nclin’d to: Suppofitions may be made, Inferences
drawn and ObjeCtions ftarted without End, which yet will
not {tand againft the Scripture in our own Confc:lepccs ma-
ny {pecious Pretences may be found out to cover a Frame
and Difpofition of our Hearts, whereof we would be a-

fham’d,
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fhani’d, if it were f}urly Jaid open; and prcvallmgCuﬁom
and common Pra&tce, efpccmlly among them that are e-
fteem’d in the World for Godlinefs and Hnneﬂy, 1s a great
Bulwark of Satan, and a ftrong Defencc to many againft
the Gofpel of Curist. Butas we muft all be made ma-
nifeft before his Judgment Seat, and every  one of us'muf}
give an Account of hlmft:lf tq him who will judge us hy
his Words in the Scuptures, which we have read or heard

ahd as to which we cdnnot pretend Ignorance, wharqur
our T'eachers have, or have not told us’; let us for once faft-
ly examine this Affair of makmg rich in this World,. qpfl
{eciiring our Richesthe beft Way we can on the Earth, 1n

Oppuﬁ..wn to the Alm{ziving. that has’ beeh defcrib'd ; let
us try it by the Scnpturcs bEfOlC our own Cdnfctences,f as

in the Sight of GOD;: and examine the Frame.and. lepti
fition of Heart from which it proceeds; . and let us fee if

we can eafily fatlsfy ourfelves as to-& few Queftions, about it.
Ag, . Ifitbe copfiltent with that earneft Defire of be-

mg made confurmable to CurisT’s Dcath that we may
attam Conformlty to him 1n his Retuy wc"tmn which oumt

to be in every, true Chuiftian, Phil. 1il. 10, 11, 15.

2. Ir 1tcanbe fanly reconcil’d with that Mortification toa
this W mld fo much prefied in the Golpel,, as Col. 1il. 1,
: and with the Renunciation of the World that

we m’ake in Baptifm.
. I'r 1t can ftand with the Contentment in every Eﬁatc,

rhat_]nsus Curist teaches his Difciples, Phil. iv. 11.
and that’s exprefly oppos'd to Covetoufnefs, or the Love of
Money, and Defire to be rich. 1 Tim. vi. 5, 10.

Fleb, xiii. s, 6.
4. Iz it can be without a Tu&é’curc*of that great Error,

That a Maws Life confifts in the Abundance of the Things

which he poffeffeth, and of this, That we can ferve GOD
and Mammen, -and if it can confift with feeking firft the

Kingdom of GOD, and laying hold on eternal Lifc, hid

with CarisT in GOD, to appear when he appears.
5. 1g
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- 5. Ip it be agreeable to a Mind duly exercis'd with the
-Thoughts of Death and eternal Judgment. Thou Fool,
this Night thy Soul fhall be requir'd of thee. '
- 6. Ir Almfgiving, in this Cafe, can be an Imitation of
Jesvs CurisT and his Grace, or, if it require any more
Self-denal than the Pharifees Alms, who derided our
‘Loxrp’s Doétrine concerning Alms.

7 Ig it can prevail where that Truft in the living GOD
prevails, that’s required in Almfgiving, and if it can be
vindicated from theTrufting in nncertaln Riches, that’s op-
pofed to good Worksand Alms-deeds. |

However we may fatisfy ourfelves as to thefe, and what-
ever be the Rule of our Religion, yet our Religion muft be
tryed at laft by this Scripture Definition of Religion, Pure
Religion and undefil’d, befove GOD and the Fatber, is this, Do viftt
the Fatherlefs and Widows in their Afflilion, to keep bimfelf un-
[fpotted frone the World ; even from all that is in the I orld, the
Luft of tbe Flejb, the Luft of the Eyes, and the Pyede of Life.
And all Attempts to reform Religion will be to no Purpofe;
all Endeavours to purify the outer Court of the Liorp’s
Houlz, that has been troden under Foot -of the Nations,

- will be in vain, 1f this Religion do not take Place as befoye

~the Man of Sin was revealed: And till this appear, pure
‘Religion cannot be feen.  How comes it then, that whije
¢here’s {o great Noife made in the World with Zeal for the
Purity of Religion, we hear fo little of this Religion'?

IDIEE
i tecd
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ANSWER

Some OBFECTIONS
 moved by a Friend, againft
the PLEA for Pure and

Tna LETTER to that FRIEND.

- DEAR Sig,

CCORDING to Promife; I here fend you
my Thoughts on your Obje&ions againft my
Plea for Pure and Undehil'd Religion,

0bj. 1ft, You cannot fee it more unlawful

o -(if we keep firiCily by the Letter of the Go-
fpel ) to increafe our worldy Subftance, or to lay up any Part

of our Profits, gain’d by lawful Induftry, for old Age, " Sick-
-bed, Famine, or for Wife and Children, or any fuch Things

as thefe, than it is to Iay up for To-morrow, or for a Week,
or 2 Month to come,

Anfw. As tothe Letter of the Gofpel, If you mean by it the
Words wherein GOD has been pleafzd to .cxprcﬁ his Mind to

US,
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us, which are written to us in the New Tefament, and are to
. be underftood by us as they fland in 3 T'Con‘ﬁﬂency togecher,
then you may obferve how this Letter of the Gofpel is made
of none EffeCt by the Roman Chuich, to eftablifh their Tra-
dition and infailible Interpretation, and how it is oppofed by
the Quakers, to fet up their Spivit or Light within, and. like-
wi{é by the modern Deiftsy to fet ui:: the faine Thing,‘-' their
Light of Natuve, which they would fay is A1l that's iftedded
in the Gofpel, let the Letter fay. what it will: And this is
Chriftianity as old as the Creation. In Oppofition to thefe, and
all others who do not take the Scripture as its own Interpreter,
nor hold it as the only Rule and Sfﬁdhxd of Chriftianiry, we
ought to keep firidtly by the Letcer of the G}fpcl, if we are
to keep firiltly by Chriftianicy, whatevirthie Gonfequence be.
Though Fmuoft, at the fa;ne Time, (liw_n_,__tl;a‘i': tbg-ﬂztter of
the Qafpel is frot Scripture Stile. In fee, ir_i‘déed,“'_tﬁprofpel
is called the Spivit ¥, in DiltinClion from the Law of Mofes,
which isftiled the Letzer ; but the Letter of the Gofgel and
the Spirit of the Gofpel is not a {criptural Diftin&ion. Or, if
you will infift for it, I t:hink [do wcltl to hold by the Letcer,
eill I ger another Revelatton to oped that Leteer, and that a-
gain behov’d to have another Revelation to lay it open, and
{o on endlefly; for ftill the Diftinttion betwixt the Letter and
the Spirit, or Meaning, might take Place. But, asthe Apoftles
have ufed great Opennefs of Speech, ntst as-Mofes,- who' put a
Vail over his Face,. and I am forbid to look fqr another Re-
tevacion, I'm refolved to keep firi@tly Gy tHe Scriptiift as its
own Interpreter, and by the Words of the Hily Ghoft, as the
fitrefl: to exprcfs' che Mind of G'O]jt‘onie: ‘For if;- bjﬁ the
Letter of the Gofpel, you mean nothing elfe but the Letters
and Sounds of Words, and confider -them- not as fqr'{vi'"rig
to convey any Meaning to our Minds, thett tlte Terser, in dhils
Cafe, cannot make any Thing lawfal or untawful, ,
", Now, as to what youfay of laying up for To-morrow, or
for 2 Weck, orcaMonth to come; perhaps I do not underftaird
it; but it fcems you mean, that, having Food and Raifmétic
| | | tha
* 2 o, iii Chiap.
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that may ferve for 2 Man's Ufe next Day, Week, or Mont]i,
OF Mmay be ufed for that Time by anuther, in caft of his Death,
is fo far the fame with increafl Ing our worldly Subﬁance, or
laying up any Part.of our Profits for old Age, Sick-bed, &,
after we are prowded Wlth the prefent Food and Ralment,that
1f the Goii;el condemu the one, it muft, at the fame Time,
condemn the ether
A MaN may be Pl‘ﬁVldlnﬂ‘ for his Family’s Subfiftence for
next Day, Week, or Month, Who is daily becoming poorer;
yea, and it is d:u}‘y done by Thoufands that have no Hope of
bccommg richer than they are: And I cannor fay it'is a
great. Compliment to the Letter of the Gofpel to alledge, That
it makes this the fame Cale, and puts it to the fame Account,
with the Cafe of 2 Man who not only lives by his In-
duftry, but, overand above that, is, every Year, Month, Week,
or Day, if you pleafe, laying up fome Part of char wherein
his Profit exceeds his Living, for many Years, in cafe he.
thould become ufelefs by Age, or for his Widow and Children,
in Cafe of bis dying fbaner The Letter of the Gof| pel can-
not condemn the firft Cafe, unlefs you would fuppofe, thar it
condemns the Lorp himfelf, which is impoffible:  For I rec-
kon you wlll not deny, that his Raiment, which the Soldlcr§
parted among them, and his Coar, for which they caft Lots,
might {erve for next Day, -Week, or Month, And the Legter
of the Gofpel cannot be jaid to make that unlawful, which it
allows and {uppofes to be lawful: In the xiich Chapter of
Luke’s Gﬂfpcl 1t fuppofes the Induﬁry of the Hn;bandmgn
who provides Sced for his Ground, that recurns to him with
Profic, nottill afcer fome Monchs, and when it comes, his Liv-
ing upon it (which T need not defcribe to you) is fuppos’d and
allow d; But, overand above all this, he has an extraordina-
ry Profit in a Year of great Plenty, which may ferve for ma-
ny Years to come. Thc Letter of the Gofpel fays, he oughe
to have given this in Alms, and fo made rich with it toward
GOD, and condemns him for laying it up, or treafuripg it up
for hlmfclf onthe Earth. Aad this may ferve to thew, That

it cannot appear, from the Letter of the Gofpel, to be as une
Jawful
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lawful for 2 Husbandman to referve his Seed to be caft into
‘the Ground in its Seafon, and to have his Lmng off his CroP
till the next come in, as it is for him to treafure of it up to
himfelf for Years to come*. 'The fame Thing may be faid as

to any other lawful Employmcnt. It cannot appear from the

Letter of the Gofpel, That it is no more unlawful for-one to
make rich by his Employment, than it is for him to have the
neceflary Materials for labouring in it, or to live by it as it
cafts up his Living to him. And fo hkewlfc, as to a Man who
lives on the yearly Rent of his Eftate, it would be a very bad
Inference to fay, That, becaufe it is unlawful for him to add to

‘his Eftate, by treafuring up ‘any Part of that which is over

his Living, therefore it muft be unlawful for him to live by
his Renr, as it cafts up to him yearly, And if weapply it to
Widows and Orphans, and old infirm Peifons, to the Naked
and the Hungry, whom we are bound to cloath and to feed,

we will be firait’ned to find any Rule in the Gofpel, oblmng

us to make them rich with our Alms, or allowing them
to make rich upon Alms; nor fhall we find any Rule in
the Gofpel, to hinder us from giving the Naked Raiment that
‘may ferve them for next Day, Week or Month, or them from
takmg it; orto hinder us from giving the Hungry Food that
may ferve them for next Day, Weck or Monrh or them from
recetving it.’ '

~ 0Obj. 2. You cannot underftand how I fhould fay, That
if 2 Perfon fhould thus lay up any Part of his Profits’ fo
eain’d (altho’ at the fame Time in the Praice alfo of giy-
ing a Part to the Poor) the fame is his Treafure and Idol, &.

And how yer, at the fame Time, I fhould acknowledge a Per-
' fon

. ¥ If 1tisonly fettlng his Heart and Aﬁ'e&mn upon 3

Thing in itfelf lawfully done,that’s condemn’d ; then it is
true the fame Cenfure might' as well have been paffcd upon
his referving his Seed, and providing his Lmn% out of that

Year's Crop, till the ncxt came in, as upon his aymg up of
Jt for Years to come, * But the LORD cenfurés this Prac-

tice of laying up for himfelf, as proceeding from, and ma-
nifefting that covetous Set of Heart which is no where faid

to be {o difcovered 1n the other.
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fon may retain Wife and Children, Houfes and Lands, &,
and none of thefe hisIdol, Youdo not well underfand how the
one can be anlIdol, and not the other alfo. You cannot make
the Difference betwixt a Perfon’s acquiring, by his lawful In-
dufiry, an Idol, as I would make it, and another Perfon’s
retaining an Idol handed down to him by his Fore-fathers,

" Anf. You feem to lay much Strefs, both here and in what

you fay afterward, on the Word Idolatry; which, if we take in
its largeft Senfe, is to be found in every Sin, and particular-
ly in all che Ways wherein Men love this prefent evil World,
as it is fer in "Oppofition to GOD in the New Tefament,
telling us, that whofoever will be a Friend of it is the Enee
my of GOD; and efpecially Covetoufnefs is exprefly called I
dolatry, It this be the fame that’s forbid in the tenth Com-
mand, it’ muft differ both from che Idolatry chat’s exprefly
forbid in the firft Command, and from that forbid exprefly
it the Second, by which the Nation of Ifrsel brake Covea

nant wich GOD. -
Ir we take Idolatry in the largeft Senfe wherein it flands

in the New Teffament, then a Perfon may make an Idol of
any Thing, befide GOD himfelf, that he has, or is ﬂseking
after, by fetting his Heart upon it, as it ought only to
be fet on GOD and eternal Lite:  Yea, a Man may make
an Idol of his Wife, and of his Children (whom the Gofpel
commands him to love) by loving them beyond the Limirs
of GOD’s Law, or with that Love that’s due to GOD alone-

Bur a Man’s retaining his Wife (except in the Cafe wherein he
mult either give up with GOD or ber) can never be made 2
Proof of his making her hisIdol; ac lealt, it cannot be a Proof
of it by the Gofpel, which forbids him to put her away, or to
leave her.  And the Cafe may bappen, wherein our retaining
any Part of our Pofleflions, will prove that what we poflefs
is our Idol, Thus the young Man’s Pofleflions were his Idol,
when he would not part with themall, at Curist’s Call,
for eternal Life : And yer, before the Matter was put to
that Trial, fuch was his Concern about eternal Life,
that I dare fay he would think his Heart prefer'd it to all

(x the
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the World: 8o ready are we to ;l:lccewe outfelves about
the Difpofition of our Hearts, and our Willingnefs to Good,
before it come to the Trial! The Cafe of Ananias and
Saphira furnithes us with another Inftance, that ferves to
fthew the Cafe may happen wherein our retaining any Part
of our Pofleflions will prove the Parr retain’d to be our I-
dol. = But the Scripture no where makes the retaining of a-
ny Part of what we poflefs, in every Cafe, to be a Proof of
Idolatry, or that our Hearts are where what we have is,
Even the Communion of Goods, as it {s call’d, which was
reculiar to the Church in Zerufalem, was not fo enjoin’d
thf:lf:, but that they might lawfully forbear to fell their
Lands, or have the Money of them, when fold, as their
oW, Ff, Diles it vemained, {a\d Peter to Ananias, was it not thine
own? And after it was fold, was it not in thine own Power 2

. Axp now, if theScripture make laying up, or treafur-
ing to ourfelves Treafures on the Earth, a Proof of our
Hearts being there, this muft make a very wide Difference
betwixt retaining any Part of what we poffefs, and out
laying up more, or adding by our Induftry ro our earthly
Poﬂ}fﬁnns. *

. Tue Idolatry (as you notice I told you before) lies in
:he Difpofition of the Perfon’s Heart who lays up, witich is,
his Inclination to be rich, in Oppofition to Contentment
in his prefent Condition, and in Oppofition to Truft in the
living GOD, and his Love of Meney, which is the true
Spring of that Induﬁry that tends to laying up Treafures
on the Earth, in Diftinction from the lawful Induftry o
Ditigence in our Employments, that tends to no more but
our dally Bread, and to give to him that necdeth, as being
content with the prefent Food and Raiment, Therefore,the
T'reafure, or that which 1s laid up, can be an Ydol, in that
Way, only to him who 1s treafuring it, or laying it up by
his Induftry :  And when he is tarn’d from that Difpofiti-
on, and repents, and {o lays up no mere, but being content
with what he pofiefles, gives that in Alms which he might
foir lay uponthe Earth, and fo treafures to himfelf Trea-

fiures
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ates in Heaven; he Is then no more an Idolater in that
Way, ;. e. it no more appears that his Heart is on the
Earth, by his treafuring to himfelf Treafures there. This
may be eafily underftood by a parallel Inftance. The Scrip-
ture forbids 2 Man to touch a Woman, but his own Wife,
.If a Man keep not himfelf within this Limit, he is fo far
an Idolater, a Lover of that flethly Pleafure more than
GOD), and fo far an Enemy to GOD, as he is not fubje&'to
his Law in that Matter. But if he repent of Fornications,
and cleave to one Woman as his Wife, with whom perhaps
he had alfo committed Fornication before, he is now no
more an Idolater in the Way of Fornication: And yet,

.1n the Way that’s in itfelf lawful, he may be more devoted
to his Wife than to GOD, and fo be an Idolater ftill ; but
no Man can prove him to be an Idolater by his keeping to
his own Wife, and not touching another. Yea, one who
. turns from treafuring to himfelf Treafures on the Earth,
unto Almfgiving, and not only gives that in Alms which
he might lay up on the Earth, but alfo Part of his Living,
and yet further, all that he hath, may, afier all, be an I-
dolater in giving Alms, as atting in it from a Principle of
Pride and Self-merit, and not from Charity; fo that the
Grace of GUD might fhew itfelf in faving him from his
own Righteoufnefs and Pride, and in making him truly
charitable, but I cannot prove him to be an Idolater by
his abounding in Alms. So that, the Queftion {ill recurs,
Has the Scripture declared, that eur Heart will be oa the
Earth, in Oppofition to Heaven, if we be treafuring to our-
{elves Treafures on the Earth? Or has it declared, that
treafuring to ourfelves Treafures on Earth is the Service of
Manzmon, as treafuring to ourfelves Treafures in Heaven is
the Service of GOD?

- As to your Comparifon and Judgment concerning them
in whom the Grace of GOD thines moft; it is beflt for us
not to truft too much to the Senfe we may fometimes have
of our own Willingnefs, as an Evidence of the Grace of
GOD, while that Williogne(s is not put to the Preof, and

whils
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.-whilé we are not exercifed 1n Deeds and Works that manifeft
ir.  Ttie Grace of GOD fhines in turning-Men évery one
from that Luft to which he 1s moftdevoted, to ferve the ltv-
-ihg GOD, efpecially in Oppofition to that.  And the'Scrip-
ture.is the only Rule by which we- onght ta meafure .the
' Appcarandc of GQD’s Grace.. Asto Covetoufnels and Almi-
-giving ; Zacheus had been ‘moft devoted to Riches, and we
fee how the Grace of GOD fhin'din him- The Liogp in-
{titutes a Comparifon betwixt the Widow's Mite, and what
the Rich gave of their Abundance, and gives the Prefe-
rence to the Mite, . And if he makes {o lirtle of the Alms
that Men give of their Abundance, what then will he make
of the Alms of thefe who, over and abave their Abundance,
arc al{o jaying up and making themfelves more aboundant
in Riches? The Apoftle declares how much: the Grace of
GOD fhined in the Chuches of Alacedonia,, and thews how
much GCD would be glorified by that Imitation of them,
and of the Lorp JEesvs, to which he exhorts the Corinhi.
ans, and calls it GOD’s unfpeakable Gift. The Grace that’s
beffow'd oa us Sinners, fhined originally in him who knew
‘no Sin, 1a that, while he was himfclf minifter’d unto, he
cave to the Poor, from the little Bag that ferv’d for s
Gaily Li"iug, Fobi xill. 29, and that was fometimes empty,
Jatth, zvil, 27.
Obj. 3d. You fay, « It there b“ an infeparable Con-
“ ni.f;hon berwixr a Perfon’s {o increafin @ his Subflance i
¢ this World and Idolatry, then I cannor fea how Belie.
«¢ yers under the Law can be freced from having been Ido.
«« Jaters, fecing many of them were in this Pradtice of lay-
«¢ iag up or Increafing thelr Subltance, Idolatyy being plain-
v ly forbid uader the Law as well as under the Gofpel.”
Asjfwe. Here I think you ave ¢nadbling on the Word I-
delztry (as I hinted before) and not conﬁdcriug the great
Diifereace betwixt the O/ Teflaient und the New, in this,
as in feveral other ‘Things. -
Polyramy and L)wom. except 1h cale of Fornigation, is
declar'd by car Lorp, nihie Dew 7, flanent, to be con-

ll--ltl. . v
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trary to the primitive-Infirutioh of Marriage, ‘whea he
‘difcharges it; and yet it -was allow’d-in /frut}, and Mofes

1

.gave them a Precept abotie Divorce. -+ 7+ -
. Taiy -were tommandéd to defind ‘the Kingdom of
GOD by Arms, -and curs’d if they -did-not arm againft
thé Enemies of the LORD, and come out to tight, where
he helped them to overcome and kill them ; and by Faith
fome -of the Ol Tefament Saints fubdued Kingdoms,
:wax'd valiant in Fighs, and turn’d to Filght the Armies
of the 'Aliens. But I'reckon you will not from this infer,
that this Defence of the Kingdom of GOD is now lasiful
undey the New ?eﬁ‘a}uéﬁt, or confitent with the Nature of
GOD's Kingdom now, and with our' Lorp's dying Te-
ftimony, and the following of him, and with the Faith
and Patience of the Satats, . o |
 Elias called for Fire from Heaven ‘ta deftroy Mens five,,
and was #E:ouni:ér;inﬁ_é’cd highiy in the Anﬂy;r’ to his Cali;
but -}}qu fee what the LORD fay's’tq his Difcﬂ)lqu when
they propofe an Imitation of him in thac,
-BeLievERrs under che Law were circumcifed; and circum
cifed their Children in Faith, and  in Cbedience to the
Command that béd'tl}e Thi*mrning of cut'ti_r;g cFanncx'd to
'it; yet the New Teffamens teltifics, thac it we be circumcife ],
Curist fhall profit us n*éi:hing; which is as firong as any
Tlmi'g'that has been f1id about making rich 13 this World -
‘And you would not infer from this, thar Cunisr probied
the 014 Teftament Saints nothinZ,
* TgEev were in Bondace under the Flements of thie Worll,
and'obferved Days and hlonths, and 'Times and Years, vea,
and obferved them in Faicth, and in Quedicnce to GOD's
Comminds, and fo likewife they ferv’d the Tabernacle, bu
if we fhould follow them in thar, tie Apolde {avs co vt
T'm afvaid of youy left Ihave beffows’'d e you Lalowy £ Qi s
and, #e bave arn Aliay cwheveof toey have uo Right 1o eat sunice:
Jerve the Tabernacle.
In GOD's earthly Kingdom, there was Quafion for thel
whom he made wife for managing the Afuirs of tu:e King-

dom, ( as Selenoz ) to glory in thele Wikism, 2o for the

LS
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mighty Men of Valour to glory 1o the Strength he pave
them for their worldly Warfare, and for thofe who enjoy’d
his Promife of Wealth ( as Soloron did in che higheft Degree)
to glory in their Riches; butr now all Occafion for chis is
yemov'd with the fetting .afide of that worldly Kingdom,
according to the Prophecy of feremiab. Let mot the Wife
glory in bis Wifdom, neither let ihe mighty Man glory in bis
Might;; let not the vich Man glory in bis Riches; but let hins that
gloriethy glory @n this, That be underftandeth and knoweth me,
that I the LORD, which exvercife Loving-Rindnefs, Sudgment
‘and Righteoufnefs in the Earth: For in thefe I delight, faith the
she LORD. And this Knowledge of the Mercy, Judgment
and Rughreoufnefs that GOD excercifed in the Death and
Refurre@tion of Curist, fhews itfelf in doing julily, and lov-
ing Mercy, ( or pure and undefil'd Religion ) and walking
humbly with our GOD. a

No doubt, they who did not make Ufe of the promifed
Wealth, asa Type of the true Riches of the heavenly In-
heritarice, were Idolaters in the large New Teftarzent Senfe
of Idolatry; but when earthly Wealth is no morea Type
of the heavenly, nor promifed in the New Covenant under
which we are, and which, on the contrary, connetts Confor-
mity to Cxr1sT, in his Humiliation and Self-denial in this
Life, with Conformity to him in his Glory in the Life to
come ; in this Cafe, to be affe@ted toward Riches, as the o4
Teftament Saints were, is the {ame as to be affelted like them
coward the warldly San&uary, the Sacrifices, and the worldly
Kingdem. It would not have beeneafy to perfwade a Saine
of the Old Tefament, that it was right for him to fell his
Part in the promifed Land, or to take joyfully the fpoiling
of his Goods there, by the Enemies of the Lord; and yet
cou fee, to the contrary, what Effeét the pouring out of the
New Teflament Spiric bad upon the firft Pewifh Converts,
rring the greateft Difference betwivt them and the Un-
. chievers, who, in their Zeal for the Old Covenant, and Love
~f Wealch, were the moft bitter Enemiesto Curist, astheir
Peflericy are to this Day, thouglr withour the Temple and

:be Land of Cannan, yet having the old Defirc after Riches,
and
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and profpering ia the Purfuit of them, under the Curfe of
6OD.

Obj. 4th. Acarn, you fay © What is become of all thefe
€ fince Crrist came in the Flefh, and chat fome of them
« were, and others of them yet are, in their own Eyes, and
¢ in the Judgment of Charity of others, look’d on as Dif-
« ciples of Curisr; and yet fome of them were, and o-
< thers of them yet are in this Pratice? Sure, conform to
¢ this DoGrine, thefe of them that are dead have died ina
« f3d Delufion, as thofe of them are in that are flill alive;
“ and, in Place of being Difiples of Currst, or Chriftians,

« nothing but Idolaters.”
Anf'Tne Difciples of Curist, whofe Praftice is recorded

for our Imitation in the New Teftament, the only Rule by which
we are to judge of Curist’s Dilciples, do not come inra
this Reckoning ; not one of them can be found to have been
in this Pradtice. ‘The Myftery of Iniquity was indeed work-
ing in their Time: And there were fome going under the
Chriftian Name, evenTeackers, ftudying to reconcile Chrifti-
anity and Judaifm, and minding earthly Things, oppofing
the bleffed Purpofe of Comformity to Curist’s Humiliation
and Death, in Curist’s true Difciples; and fome fuppofed
that Gain was Godlinefs ; but fuch were the Fore-runners of
Antichrift,who denys that Jesus Curist is come in the Flefh,

In the third Century, I find Cyprian complaining of this
as a great Faule among the Profeflors of Chriftianity, and
a Caufe of GOD’s Wrach and Difpleafure againft them, That
shey were ffudying to augment their Patrimony,

Arrer this, when the Man of Sin was fully revealed,
the - utward Profeflion of Chriftianity could not be meafured
by the Rule of GOD’s Word, and the Woman was hid from
the Face of the Serpent in the Wildesnefs, where fhe was
nourithed (as Elijab ) for a Time, Times and an Halfs
And, during that Time of Confufion and Diforder in the
vifible Profeflion of Chriftianity,. it would be hard to reafon
from the Pralice of any Profeffor of it, in order to fhew
the Lawfulnefls of any Thing thac the Letter of the Gofpel
makes unlawful,

YE T,
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- Y1, -even-in the 15th Century, 1 find the Brsthren of
Babemm declaring their Offence againft the Waldenfes. for
this Prattice, and condémning them, by the 6th Chapser
of Matshee,” far laying up to themfelves Treafures on the
Earth for a Time of Perfecution. The Haldinfes are Rill
fooked on as Difciples of Cyrist ;. but the Pratice . of
the reputed Godly can never make that lawful which the
only Rule of Godlinefs makes unlawful, yea, rhough they

were rcally what they are reputed.
* By it isnot every one who, inbis own Eyes, andin the

charitable Judgment of others, islooked on as a Difciple
of CHR1sT, that can be called a Diféiple according to the
New Tefament.  And I muft obferve, that you feem to for-
get what the LORD faid of the moft highly efteemed for
Godlinefs in his Day, on Occaf; on of their ridiculing his
Doétrine concerning Alms, and the ! mpeﬁiblhty of fer-

ving GOD and Mammon ; He faid upto them, Le are ihey
q.,kn:h juftify yamj&lms before Men, but GOD knoweth yenr
Elearts ; for that whick is bighly efteemed among 8 Men is Abomi

nation in the Sight of GOD. And, at the fame Time, I think
I may warn you to beware of that Evil that the Apaftle
points out to Chriftians, 2 Cer. x 12.

By your Argument, from the Pratice of fome reputed
Difciples of CurisT, I might undertake to prove that
there is no Jdolatry in the Worfhip of tlie Church of Rowme,
and that the Worfhippers in that Church are not Idolaters ;
and yet you will not deny, thatthe Worfhip of that Church
{s idolatroys in the ftri€teft Senfe ; for I can sell you, with
as great Confidence as you can fay that Crr1sT’s People
have made rich, That the Lio g p's People have lived and
died in the Communion of thar Church ; and I am fure you
would pot vindicate the Worthip of that idolatrous Church
by the Prattice of the Waldenfes who attended it, and yet
are famous amang Protqﬁam: to this Day, as Diﬁ:lplcs of
CH RIST. ' |

~ Obj. 5thy, You want to kuow, why I fhould refufe an
Exphmtlon of Matth. vi. Ver. 19,21 and yet fee a Necef-

fity o explain Ver. 20, s alfo other 'Texts quoted by you;
and
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and you think our LORD himfelf cxplains the 19th “and
zift Verfes, and forc other Verfes following, by the 33d
Verfe of that fame Chapter, where ‘it 1s faid, ‘But feeR y¥
frfE the Kingdom of GOD, &c. or, as Luke has ity But rathés
feek ye, &c. and yoil fay the two Verfes quoted by me, and
fote of the following Verfes, plainly explain what thefo®
Things are that are there promifed to be added.

- Anf. Tr'o’ I refufed your Explanation of the 15th atid
21t Verfes of the 6th Chapter of Magth. becaufe to me it ape
pedrs to deflroy the Text, and difagrees with the parallel
Paffage in the (2th Chapter of Licke; yet I infitk for an Ex-
plicacicn of thern, and a Senfe that appears to me neceflas
ily imported in the Words, both as they -fland in the
Greek and'in our Tranflation, and perfellly agreeable to the
Strain of the New Teffament, and the Practice of the LORD,
and of all his Followers, recorded in the Scriptures.

You know I fhew what arc the Things we are forbid
o lay ¢p on Earth, and conimanded to lay up In Heaven,
from what is f2id of the Moth and Rift corrapring, and of
Thieves ftealing ; and that I plead thefe Words, Lay not up
for yourfelves Treafures upon Earth, or, Do not tréafure to youre
felves Treafuves on the Earth, cannot be taken to fignify na
moie but this; Do not make that which you lay up onthe
¢ Earth your Treafure ;" or; ¢ Wh;'n you lay up cmup'-
« tible Things that may be ftollen on the Earthy do net
« fet yoar Hearts on thefe Things as your Portion ™ As
gainft this Glofs, which appears, at firft Sight, to offer Vio-
lence. ta the Text, I pleaded the oppofice Command in the
2oth Verfe, But lay up for yourfelves Treafures in Heaven, or,
?reafuré to your[elves Trveafures in Heawen, which !ﬂiewc'd,
from Lake x11 33. the chiﬂpm_rc has not lefr you nor me
ejcher ro explain ; for it gives the Meaning of thefc Words
exprefly, to-which alfo thefz other Scriptures agree, Luke
xvi. 9. Gal. vi. 6,-—-—- 10. 1 Tim. vi, ‘_i 8, 19. And I_likc'
wife pleaded that Motive which the LORD makes Ufe of
‘o enforce his Exhortation, Ver. 21. For where your Treafure
is, there will your Heart be alfo; which, according to yout

T T H Glofsg
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Glofs, can mean no nuE'c but this, « Where your Heart
“ 15, there will your Heart be alfo;” or, * Wheré you
“ place your Treafure, there. will you place your Trea-
¢ fure alfo.” And the Abfurdity of this needs not bé fur-
ther pointed out.

: You alfo, onthe other Hand, endeavour to fix your
Senfe of, Lay not ypw——ZTreafures upon Earth, by the oppo-
fite Command, Lay up——Treafures in Heaven, which you
make to be fetting our Heart and Affe€tions on Things a-
bove, that is, making thefe Things our Treafure: And
this is all you would have to be intended in the Expreffion.
Aud I again infit for the Senft || of that Expreflion which
the Scripture itfelf gives me in the parallel Place, Luke
12th Chaprer, and fay, That, to lay up Treafures of Things
that might be corrupied, or flollen, if laid up on the Earth;
to lay up Treafures of fuch Things in Heaven, 1s to give
hém in Alms, to give them to the Poor, and folend them to
the Lorp; andthis is fowing to the Spirit, of which Life
‘everlafting is reaped ; this 1s laying up in Store for outfelvesa
good Foundation agaift the ‘Time to come, that we may lay

v
hold on eternal Life ; and thus we make to ourfelves Friends

of the Mammon of Unrighteoufnefs, that; when we fail, they
may receive us into everlaffing Habitations. If we be thus
treafuting to ourfelves Treafures in Heaven, and not treafur-
-ing to onrfelves Treafures onthe Earthyour Lo b fignifies

to us, it will be an Bvidence that our Heart and Aftection
| 1s

|| That Senfe is in our LORD's Words, Luke xii.
;33,' 34. Sell that ye bave, and give Alms 5 provide yonr-
felves Lags awhich wax not old, a Treafure in the Heavens, that
faileth not, wwhere vio Thief approacheth, neither Moth corvupieth :
For where yonr Treafurd is, there awill ‘jour Heart be alfo. Atrer
this, one would think it very bold to fay, That our LORD
-means not giving Alms, by laying wup to ewrfelves Treafures in
Heaven, but fomething elfe.  And yet when this Queftion,
_concerning making rich in this Werld, 1s duly conhidered,
 the Lawfulnefs of it cannot be fupported without denying
that the LORD means Alm{giving, by laying up Treafures
%0 Heaven, i. ¢, refufing his Senfe of his own Words.
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is fet on Things above, and not on Things%on the Earth:
and, at the fame Time, a Mean of takiag: our AffcGions
off earthly Things to heavenly ; and the Reverfe will be,
if we be treafuring to ourfelves Treafures on the Earth:
For, fays he, awhere your Treafure is, there will your Hears be
alfe. *
As for the other Texts quoted by you, that you alledge
I faw a Neceffity to explain, I wifh you had pur me in Mind
of them, becaufe I may miftake your Meaning, and over-
look the Texts you have in your View. I remember of two
Texts that you wanted to palm Senfes upon, that put ma
apon fhewing, that the Words of thefe Texts, as they
ftand in Conneftion with the reft of the Scripture, could
not bear thefe Senfes; and, ar the fame Time, Ithought X
was vindicating the Scripture Stile, and Way of Speaking,
from an Imputation that, in.my View, was injurious. The
Texts were, Take no Thought for To-morrew, and, Sell that ye
have, and give Alms.
As to the Eirft, if I remember right, I told you, That
neither the Gresk Word, nor the Englib Phrafe, Taking
Thought, by which that Word is rendred, could bear that
Senfe chat you wanted to fix upon it; for neither of
them fignify mere fimple Thinking, but thinking with
Anxiety and careful Solicitoufnefs, burdening the Mind -
And to this agrees an Expreffion the LORD ufes on this
Subject in the parallel Paflage, Luke xii. 2¢. Neither be of
doubtful Mind; or, as it is.on the Margin, Live not in care-
ful Sufpenfe. And, as Yaking Theuglt for tle Moriow ftands
in Connection with the Context, it muft fignify taking the
‘Care and Burden of our Life, our Food and Raiment To-
morrow, upon our own Thoughts, inftead of cafting it u-
‘pan our Father in Heayen, and in Oppofition to doing ou:
Duty this Day, in {ecking the Kingdom of GOD, and his
Righteoufnefs, and in Oppofition 1o Contentment with the
. prefent Food and Raiment he gives us, and to Submiffion to
-his Will as to our Life To-morrow, and what he hall
then fee needful for us; and, n a Word, in Oppofirion to
that
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Wat Frame -of Mind that's neceflary for the Bufinefs of
' yi_ng up te ourfelves Trealures in Heaven. T'hiis, as l}akc
ity 1s he literal Senfe ( pardon the Expreflion ) of, ‘qui‘yg
wo Thought ror To morrow F; but if I miftake not, the Senfe
you wanicd to fix upan it, was, Thar we fhould not fo
much as think, let be 2o fay, en the Morrew, o the LORD
aill, awe fhall live and do ibis of that. And, 1 muft -gwn, this
is a Treatment of th: Letter of the Gofpel that any Au.
thor would think himfelf injured by as to his Writings. |
. Ann, as I took it, Sell that ye have, and giye Alms, wag
greated mult in the fame Manner, to thew ti‘ii;lht it is 3s un-
lawful, by the Letter of the Gofpel, to have that Food and
Raiment wherewith we are called o be content, as (@
make rich in this World with that which we haveto give
to him that needeth; for the Senfe of the Words, as yop
would have it, came 1o this, ‘That a Chriftian ought not to
have any Thing whatfoever unfold ; that he ought not to
Bave to give to bim thas needeth that no Chriftian ought to
bave this 1 wld’s Good, or Life, from which he can fhew his
Bowels roward his Brother, whom he {eeth have Need, by
gelicving him oft the Life that he himfelf hath, and that

| . _ - every

% Take no Thought. This Prohibition, M UEPILYE TS T
W opar, and pi 1S pAVITHTE 45 Tiw g pioy, 1s polited a-
gainlt {foring up to ourfelves Treafures on tne Earth, agalnlt
the evil or coverous £ye, and againft the Service of Mammion,
Ver. 19,——23, 24, 25 and Luke xii. 21, 22, and 1t 18 {er a-
wainft the Gentiles (ceking what to eat and drink,and where-
withal to be cloathed, to'which out fecking firft the King-
dom of God is oppofed, V. 31,32, 23. with Lu. x1i- 29,30, 3 1.
‘And the LORD. prefles this Prohibition upon his People,
by the peculiar Care of their Father about them,” without
whofe Providence their taking Thought can‘avail them no-
thing, and by the Promife to them fecking the Kingdom
of GQD firfy, that #hefe Things they would take Thought
dbout [ball be added to them, Ver. 28, 27y 39y 31y 33» 34.
with Luke xil. 30,31,°32, 33- and, as it is thus ftared, 1t
can be a Prohibition of nothing elfe but that very ‘Temper
of Mind that's abfolutely neceflary to out making ourfelves
ich in this World, tho™ 1t do nol always reach that End
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every Chriftan vaght to bave Lack 3‘ others, and tot ‘eat $is
own Bread, becaufe, 1f aiter a2 Mun has been fometime a
Profcflor of the Gofpel, and had Opportunity to fell whatfo-
ever he hath, if he bath any Thmg what{oever unfoid, he
1s lmng 2 Llﬁ: of Difabcdience to'the Gofpel in this Ltt-
ter of 1t, Sell that ye have, and give Alms. ‘

"AND thus, by turning this pofitive Precept inta a Ne-
gamc, that it may be on a Footing with the Prohibition
to make rich in this World, and fm cing the Words to fay
more than they can fay, either in a Confiftency with the
relt of the Gofpel, or as they fland in thac Patlage, in Op-
pofition to the Evil that’s there condemaed, you are fo fond
as to think you have evaded the Force of what's pleaded
from the exprefs Law of Jesus Curist, and from the
whole Strain of the Gofpel, againlt making rich in this
World. And afrer this, | nf:f:d not wonder that fome of
our Peoples Words, on this Subjeét, have been fo much
mre—drawn, and abfurd Inferences made from them, and
thefe faftned upon them, in order to ridicule the Doélrine
t_hey were maintaining, Thar a Chriftian thould fly from
the Defire to be rich in this World, and inttead of that,
fhould make rich toward GOD by Almfgiving. And this
fame Doétrine is the more confirm®d to me, the more I fee
3t oppofed in this Mauner. The Truth of the Gofpel dif-
dains fuch a Methed of maintaining it, and {corns this Sort
of Oppofition toir,

For my Part, who can make nothing of the Goipel
withour the Leter of ir, and therefore u:lolve to hold
-by the Letter, Iam perfwaded that the Gofpel commands
Chrittians to ﬂ!id)’ to do their cwn Bifinefls or Afairs, and o
wWork witdh their own Hamﬁ inat they rzay walk boneftly toward
thews that ave withont, and may bave Lack of nothizg, ov of no
- Man, and likewife that they may bave to give t3 him that
needeth ; and, at the fame Timz2, Iamno lefs perfwaded that
“the fame Gofpel commands us to Sell that cwe bave, axd give
Alms, and fo to provide ourfelves Bags woich wax not old, ¢

Treafure in the Heavens, that faileth noty nukere no Thief ap-

proacioah,
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proacheth, neither Moth corrupteih, and that becaufe where ony
Treafure is, there will our Heart be alfs. And I think 1 can
- direct you to a Cafe ftated by the LORD himfelf, and to
which this laft Command has a plain Rcferencc, whereby
you may perceive that I hold no Inconfiftency in holding
by both thefe Commands of the Gofpel,

Tu e rich Man's Ground, in the Parable, was his Living :
His Bufinefs that he had to dn, that he might have Lack of
no Man, walk honeftly, and give to him that needeth, was
about that Ground. JIn keeping this Ground, the Inftru-
ments needful for his Bufinefs, and his Seed unfold, and in
living on the Produét of his Ground, as it caft up to him, he
did norhing that the Gofpel condemns; but when it caft up
more than this, and the Queftion was, Where he fhould
beftow this that he now had, to the be@t Advantage, and
he laid it up, and treafured it to himfelf on the Earth,
then he did contraty to that Command of the Gofpei,
Sell that ye have, aund give Alms, &c. He fhould, if had been
wife, have fold what he thus had to fell, and diftributed 1t a-
mong the Poor, and {o mzade rich with it toward GOD, in-
ttead of treafuring it on the Earth for many Years, againft-Fa-
mine, Sick-bed, or old Age, that might happen to.him; and
{uch as he, is every one that treafureth to himfelif, and 1s not
rich toward GOD. From the Cafe thus ftated, and this Con-
clufion made upon it, the LORD infers an Exhortation to
his Ditiples, thus, Zherefore [ fay unto you, Take no Thought
fevr sour Life, what ye jball eat, neitker for the.Body, what ye
ﬂ:a!*' Ditt o1, ~mommme——e Aidl feck not ye shat ye fball eat, or what
e thall dvink, ncither be ye of doubt{nl Mind: For all thefe Things
Ha tke Nations of the W ovld feek after. But rathey feek ye

Le Kingdom of GOD, and all thefe Things fhall be added unto
;,af: ---uér!! that ye bave, and give Alms, &c. From which
veu may underftand, that your Sell that ye baye, and give

s, and Take ric ﬂmw;)t fo the Jlovvow, muft lead you again
to this, Lay mtup for yourfeles Treafures upon Earth; byt
lay 1 for youvjelues Treafures in Heaven, and muft faften that
o0 you w hich you wanted to fhake off, wziz. the Doctrige

it cotdemns our r:*micnmg ourfclves in this World. as
the
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the Service of Mammon; and, inftead of that, commands .
Almigiving, as the Setvice of GOD, that has the Promife

of the Life that now is, and of that which is to come.
And this fame Do€trine that appears fo frightful to you,

that 'you would give up with the Letter of the Gofpel to
fave yourfelf from it, appeared fo amiable and divine to"
Grotius, a noted Writer for the Truth of Chriftianity, that
he fcruples not to draw an Argument from it for the Truth
of the Gofpel, and to fitew to Infidels the Excellency of
Chriftianity above all other Religions.

You will not, I think, come better off with Masth. vi.
33, which you give me as our LORD’s own Explication of
the 1gth and following Verfes of that Chapter, nor with
Luke xii. 31. to which I'm ready to fufpect you refer me,
for the Sake of the Englib Word Rather; as to which yaou
thay fee Epbef. iv. 28. To Luke xii. 31. then; to which you
have appeal'd, you fhall go. And there, whenI ask, What
is the Duty that’s laid upon us in thefe Words, Seek ye the
Kingdom of GOD, in Diftintion from the Nations of the
World? The Context leaves you not to your own Difcra-
tion as to the Anfiver. You'll be ready to think you have
done enough, when you have told me of Faith and Pray-
er, and fome agreeable Motions and Defires of the Heart
toward that Kingdom; and you may enlarge upon thefe
excellent Things as much as you pleafe, while, at the fame
Time, you imaginc we may pradlife as the Nations of the
World do, as to what they fhall eat and drink, and put ou,
in all Time that may come, the furtheft off as well as the
the neareft, and yet have our Hearts in the oppoﬁtc Difpo.
fition to them, and in the firlt Place, or rather, Intent on
the Kingdom of Heaven, Bur the Text {peaks of a Prac-
tice, whereby our Faith in Prayer, and the Intentnefs of
our Minds and Hearts on GOD’s Kingdom, fhall appear n
Oppofition to the Pra&ice of the Nations of the World.
And now, fee what the Context fays, keeping in Mind
the Introdu&ion to it, from Ver. 13. and downward, and
be ginning at the End of Ver. 28. Hoaw mazch more
yorr, O ye of '{_{t!h Faith, Ver. 29. and feeR not ye what ye

- pv ' 3
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JEall eaty ov what ye fball drink, neitker be ye of drssbiful Mind
Ver 30 For all tiefe Things do the Nations of the 1% ovld feek af-
very and your Father knoweth th.it ye have Need of thefe Thbings.
Ver. 31. but vather feek ye the Kingdom of GGD, arzd all thefe
Things fball be added unto yew. Ver. 32, Fear mt, little Flock,
for it is your Fatber’s good Pleafure 1o give you the Kingdom.
Ver. g5, Sell that ye bave, and give Alms;, provide Yosrfelves
Bags which wax not old, a Treajure in the Heavens, that faileth
siot, wihere rio Lief. approacketh, neitker Moth corvupieth. Ver,
34 for where your Treafuve is, there avill your Heavt be alfo.
Wa kN you confider this, it will not be ealy for you to
keep, Seld that ye bave, and give Alms, &c. out from being’
Imported in the Exhortation, Seek ye the Kingdom of God.
And thus | fhali own to you, that the 33d Verfe of 4aseh,
Gth Chap. Seek ye firft the Kingdom of GOD and bis Righteosf-
refs, agrees exactiy, tho' In anothey Way than you thought
of, with th2 19, 20 and 21 Verfes of that Chaprer. And
in doing as I'm there direéled, I have the Promife that
GOD will add to me in Time coming, as he fees I thent
need, thefe Things that the Men of the Nations ate now
adding to themfelves againft the Time to corme, and againft
Needs they or theirs may be in§ and he will provide thefe
Things for me; as far as they can b& added” unto-my en-
joying the Kingdom which I'm feeking in the firlt Place,
by giving Aims, inftead of laying up for thefe fuppofed
Needs mylelf on the Earth. L
- Axp letit not be firange to you, that I hold the Praétice
of Alm{giving, in Oppofition to making rich in this World,
to be feeking the Kingdom of GOD and his Righteoufhefs :
For if the feeking of that Kivgdom which it 1s the Fa-
ther’s good Pleafure to give to'Curist’s little Flock, be
the fume with feeking erernal Life, then you may fee, from
Gal. vt 6, 10. that doing geod to all Men; efpecial-
Jy unto'thesn who are of the Houfliold of Faith, is fowing
to the Spivit, ‘and be that thus foweth, fball of the Spivit reap
Life everlafling; andif we do not weary and faint in this el
doing, e fball in due Time reap And you may alfo fee, from 1
Tim. vi. 6 12 and 18, 19 that if we would lay hold
on eternal Life, fighting the good Fight of Faith, we muft
flee the Love of Money, and the Will or Defire to be rich,
being content with the Food and Raiment which we have ;
and that, if we have the Wealth of this World, we muft
do good, be vich in good 17 evks, veady to diftribute, avilling to com-

Huicatey laying up in Sjovey ov treafuv/ag up for onrfelves 4} g_::ﬂd
. Lopn~
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Foundation againft the Time to come, that we may lay bold oy ¢leha
nal Life, And thus we feek the Kingdom of GOD, or eter-"
nal Life, by Almfgiving, as the Nations of the World feek
to lay up a Foundation to themfeives for this Life, in
Time to come, by laying up Treafures on the Earth.

Nor let it offend you, that I call this, Seeking GOD’s
Righteoufnefs: For, fuppofe that to be the Righteouninefs
that's wrought already by Jesus Curist, to which we
can add noihing, and which alone can juftify us, or intitle
us to the Kingdom, and to cternal Life ; what is it that the
Gofpel calls us to, as our Duty with Refpect to that Righte-
oufnefs reveal’d in the Gofpel? Is it not to believe it, and
to bring forth the Fruits of that Faith ? Is it not to give -
all Diligence to make fure to ourfelves an Intereft in it, by
thefe Fruits of Faith ? And is not this done by the Labour
of Love, in miniftring to the Saints? Heb. vi. 10, 11,
And you fee how our Intereft in that Righteoufnefs, or oup
Title to the Kingdom, thro’ it, will be manifefted at laft,
Matth. XxV. §4meem—mwgo. Isnot he then, whois labouring
in the Work there fpoke of, feeking the Kingdom of GOD
and his Righteoufnefs? The pure and undefii’d Religion
méntion’d by Fames, and the Fruit meet for Repentance,
fpoke of by fobn Baptift, 1s a very notable Part of our Con-
formity to the Righteoufnefs of Jesus Curist, andto
the Father’s Love 1n giving him; and as %bn f{ays, He
that doth Righteoufnefs is righteous, eves as He is vighteous ;
he condefcends on this as the great Inflance of it, fee

Fobniil. 7, 16, 17, 18. and compare 2 Cer. 1x. 9, 10. and
Ifaiab, lviil. 7, 8. which, if you confider, ferves ro let you
fee that Alm{giving is not {o foreign to his Righteoufhefs as
youwould be ready to imagine. Yea, and this 1s it to which
GOD’s Promife, of adding thefe Thingsto us, in the Time
of onr Need that may come, which the Gentifes feek to
add to themfelves, is annexed, both in the O/d Teffament
 Prophecy and in the New Teflament, {ee Pfal. xxxvii. 25, 26.
Pfal. xN. v, 2, 3 Heb. xill. 1, 2, 3, §, 6.

Obj 6. You lay, ““ I think alfo, rhat there is fomething
« yelating to thisin what our Lo r p fays anto his Apoftics,
‘““ when 1151*112 {ending them out to preach the Gofpel. Then
« he fays unto them, Provide nothing for your Fonrney, as yon
“ have it in Matthew 10th Chap. And yer afterwards ‘a; s
« being about to leave them) When I fent you awithout Puife,
“ &c. lacked ye any Thing? Itbey faidy Netping, Bist sow,

¢ {aid
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¢¢ faid he, He that bath a Purfe let hinm take ity &c. as you
¢ have it in Luke 22d Chapter.” |

-Anf. To this I only anfwer in a Word ; Look how the
Apoftles, after Curist lefr them, and the firft Chriftians,
did with their Purfes ; and then fee what you can make of
that Word, as they obferv'd it, for making rich in this
World.

0bj. 7. Y ou fay, after a Commendation of Pasl, to which
I heartily agree, « When eshorting the Church of Co-
« yinth to a liberal Contribution for the poor Saints, he
« f{ays, I fpeak not by Commandment, &c. and again only
“< fays, as every Man hath purpofed in bis Heart, fo let bim give.
«¢ By which I think 1t is plain, the Quantity is much left
¢ unto the Difcretion or Canicience of the Giver, and na
“ where that I know of afcertained by the Apoftle. Nei-
« ther do [ think that the Example of the Churches of 4/4-
“ cedomia (as to the Quantity, of their Gift) fet before the
¢« Church of Corinth by the Apoltle, was any Command
« from him to them, to giveas the Churches of Macedonia
¢ had done ; it being tellified of them, that they gave be-
¢« yond their Power.” |

Anf. I ow N I cannot underftand what you mean here by
its being lefr to the Coufcience of the Giver; for, if there
be no Law about it, I cannot fee what the Conftience of
Right and Wrong can have to do with it. Byt asto Almf-
oiving being left to the Difcretion of the Giver, I muft ob-
ferve you cannot make out that Conclulion ¥ from this

Paflage,

* The Conclufion beve intended is uot, That it is left to our Dif-
cretion, Whether we fball give Alms at all or not, theugh that
miaht be the fame W ay inferred from this PafJage, as is this Con-
clufon, That it is left to the Difcreiion of the Giver, awhether be

fball fo give Alms, as likewife to make rich in this Hovld, or
pet. Af this be not what's mean't by leaving the Quantity to the
Difevetion of the Giver, the Argument is no W ay pointed to the
hing in %;eﬁfan. And indeed it is nothing to the Point in %{eﬂf-
on, though the Apofile bad left it fre¢ to the Corinthians, what
they fhould give in that pariicular Colleiion, or wubether their
Charity (that wanted not other Channels to flow in) fhould 1un
eut as abcundantly in the Gontribution for the Saints in Judea.
as did the Macedonian Charity. Could it ever be inferved from
shis, That he loft it to them, awhether they would ferve GOD, by
Almfgivizg, and aljo Mammon, by making vich, or GOD alone ¢



[ 6 1
Paffage, without going upon fuch Miltakes as I fee you
have tallen into here.

IT isnot teftify’d of the Macedonians, that they gave be-
yond their Power, but that they were willing beyond their
Power,

A np the Apoftle here exhorts to a liberal Contribution,
i Imitation of them, efpecially in their Willingnefs and
Farwardnefs in it, and wants that they fhould not a& in it
as doing a Thing under the Conftraint of a Command,
to which they were otherwife unwilling; becaufe he would
bave it as Bounty, like the Macedonians, and not as Cove-
toufnefs, which gives more fparingly and grudgingly, or of
Neceflity; Andt{o he fignifies <o them, he would not be
thought to command them to contribute, whether they
would or not. That would not have been confiftent with
the Nature of Almfgiving, nor with his Call and Exhor-
tatlon to a hearty bountiful Contribation, which is trus

)
‘4

Almfziving, after the Example of the Macedemians,  wve o

Axp the Gofpel no where conftrains us with any Com-
mand to do Alms againft our Wills; but it requires heaity
Almfgiving, juft as the Apoftie does in this Inflance, as «
Proof of the Sincerity of our Love, which you have overlooked
when you citad the firft Part of the Verfe, wiz. [ fpeak
not by Commandment. Nor have you noticed, that he re-
quires this bountiful Sowing in Conneflion with the Pro-
mife of reaping bourtifully, and that he requires it in Con-
nectlon with the Glory of GOD, and demunds it as the
Profellion of their Subjeftion to the Gofpel of Curist
Neither have you ebferved, thar thefe Words, Avery dfan
accovding as be hath purpofed in bis Fleart, tand in Oopolition to
orudoingly, or of Neceffity, and come in confequence of s
Tareatning to fowing fparirgly, or coveioully, and hts Pro-
mtfe to bountitul Sowing; and he coucludes 1t with this
Reafon, For GOD loveth a chec/ul Giwer.

AND you have not confidzred all thar the Apoftle fays
to the Corinthians concerning this Contribution, whzn you
atitrmihe only fays, s every Man bath purpofed in bis Feait,
fo let him give, and this to thew, that the Quantity 15 left
to the Giver’s Difcretion.  You have not coufidered thels
Wavds, [[ there be firft a willing Mind, it is accepted, accerding
to that « ddan hath, and net accerding to that be baths et Nov
have you confider’d what hie had faid 1o them of this Gmg

Con-
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" Coptribution, 1 Cor. xvi. 2. And_I do not fee how much
mote particular he could be In writing to them, unlefs he
had got a Lift of what every particular Perfon had, and was
able to give, and given a particular Direflion to cvery one
accordingly ; and that could have amounted to no.more
than what he does, when he fays, According to that & Man
bath, and as GOD bath profpered bim.

ANDp, upon the Whole, unlefs you can fay, That the
whole Obedience of the Gofpel is left to our Difcretion,

“ becaufe it muf all be unconftrain’d, and with Purpofe of
Heart, you fhall never prove from this, or anyPaflage in
the Gofpel, that Almfpiving, as it ftandsoppofed to mak-
ing rich in this World, is left to our Difcretign. His
Commandments are not grievous to his Children, that o-
vercome the World by Faith ; and if the Law concerning
Alms be grievous to us, we might let it alone ; but then
Iet us not pretend to be the Childrén of the Father which is

in Heaven. i _
Tuys I have run over your Objections, and if I have

left any Thing untouch’d, you may put me in Mind. What
{ have faid, I think enough for the Time. But then, you
are not to think that I entertain any fuch vain or foolifht
Imagination, as to think myfelf fufhcient in difputing, to
match a Luft of this World, efpecially that deceitful one
of Covettoufnefs, feeing I find myfelf far from being any
Thing like aMatch for the Lufts of the World in my own
Soul, ‘The Word of GOD can cleanfe us from them:
That Weapon is mighty,thro’ GOD, for cafting down ftrong
Holds. And if I havé faid any Thing befide thar, let it be
rejected ; and fo, Jeaving you with thefe two Scriptures,
diwtth, vi, 22,23, Fobn iil. 20, 21. 1am, &c.

OcTozer 6th, 1538
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