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RoMANS IX, 1.—§.

{ fay the truth in Chrift, 1 lie not, my confcience alfo bearing me wite
nefs in the Holy Ghoft, that I have great /Jeaw'mz} and continual
Jorrow in my keart (for I myfelf was wifbing to ve accurfed from
Chrift) for my brethren my kinfmen accardizz?g to the flefb : who are
Ifraelites, whofe the adoption, and the glory, and the covenants,
and the law-giving, and the werfhip, and the promifes, whofe the
Jathers, and of whom Chrift according to the flefb, who is over all,
God blefled for ever, . Amen,

HE Apoftle had been, in the foregoing Chapter, decla-
ring, that nothing could {eparate him, or any of the
Called according to God’s Purpofe, from the Love of
God which is in Chrift Jefus: And here he turns his
Difcourfe to the oppofite State of the Fews, his Brethren accprding
to the Flefh ; und declares their Separation from Chrift, and from
God’s Love which is in him,

His Introduétion to the Manifeftation of this fad Truth, ferves
to fhew, that it comes not according to his own Mind and Will,
but that he fpeaks as moved by the Spirit of Chrift to fay what he
here fays, with the greateft Grief and Sorrow of Heart for his Bre-
thren the Fews. He is telling a terrible Truth concerming them,
who were very dear to him for all thefe Things that diftinguithed
them from other People, efpecially the laft of them, on which all the
reft depended. And he is the fame way affected toward them as

Jefus was, when he beheld the City, and wept over it, foretelling
H2 IS




4 Predeftination.

its Defltrution 3 while he fays the fad Truth in this Manner in the

Bofagm of his Sentence.
For I myfelf was wifbing to be accurfed from Chrift : Huyouny 5 -eap

vt e @ avaleud civar o Tu Ty piss.
This is what he means to fay of his Kinfmen according to the

Fleth, that they are anathemu from Chrift, or utterly feparated
from him, and the Love of God in him. But he fays it £ as to
fhew, thatit is in no ways owing to himficlf that he is not in that
fame State wilr them ; for he was, as much as any of them, wifh-
ing to have nothing to do with Chrift Jefus: And if he had got
his Wifh, if he had not becen called from it according to God’s
Purpole, he was ready to be feparated from Chrift with them. . But
now, when he fees himfelf diverted from what he had jufjgi
wifhing, and, in oppolition to that, fo {ecured in Chrift Je
nothing_can feparate him from the divine Love which is §

o & o
o
da

“and when he beholds his Kinfinen, at the fame time, {eparjil
all Intents from God’s Love which is in Chrift; he d ‘&ﬁ*
with great Heavinels and Sorrow of Heart for them, Aowsiggieis

his View of the unfpeakable Mifery of being thus deprived, #id
from the Confideration of his having deferved, as much as any #f
them, to fhare in that Mifery.

There could be no more gentle, and at the fame time forcible
Way of declaring the divine Sovercignty in tlie Rejection of the

Fews, than this is!
He is indced faying, that they are accurfed from Chrift. Or,

if he be not faying this, how does he once mention the Ground
of his great Heavinels and continual Sorrow of Hecart for them ?
or what {ays he of them, in all thefe firft five Ver{cs, that can give
any Occafion for the Objection that he mentions and begins to an-
Twer in the 6th Verfe ? Not as thoush the word of God hath taken
vione effelt.  For they are not all Ifracl, which are of Ifirael. TFor
this Obje¢tion, as it i1s herc an{wered by ditinguifhing //raeel, can
have no Foundation, but in the Separation of //7ae/ from Chrift ;
which therefore muft have been {ome way declared before : And {o
it really was. But the Apoftle did it in fuch a Manner, as to take
to himfelf all the Blame that could be laid upon them, all the Fault
that could be found with them, in the Matter. They would have
nothing to do with Chrift Jefus ; Separation from bim was their
Choice, it was their Wifh ; this is their Fault whereby they were
fitred for Separation from him : And this is the Fault that he finds
with bimfelf. Yet he is not accurfed from Chrift, nor any of thofe
who, as he, are the Called according to God’s Purpofe. For no-
thing can fcparate them from the Love of God which is in Chrift -
Jefus. He is not given up to his Wilh, to have nothing to do

with Jefus. But this is the Calc with the Bulk of the Fews his Bre-
thren,
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thren. They are not faved from their Wifh; for they are accur-
{fed from Chrift ; as he afterward fays was foretold by the Prophet,
v 27.28. 29. Efaias alfs crieth concerning Ifrael, Though the num-
ber of the children of Ilfrael be as the fand of the fea, a remnant fhall
be faved. For he will finifh the work, and cut it fbort in righteou/~
nefs : becaufe a fhort work will the Lord make upon the earth, And
as Efaias fard before, Except the Lord of fabaoth had left us a feed,
we bad beey as Sodoma, and been made like unfo Gomorria. And
now, when the Apoftle muft fay this dreadtul Tﬁf[h concerning
his Brethren, he fays it in the moft gentle, tender"Manner imagi-
nable, in thefle Words, For I myfe/f wifbe! to be accuifed from
Lirift, inclofed in the Bofom of a Scntence that exprefles the deep-
Bl oncern for them, as very dear to him on the greatelt Accounts
bich one People could be preferred to another ; while he alfo
s himfclf with all the Blame that could be laid upon them <
‘ vere doing no more to deferve this but what he hinfelf did.
“+ 73 could there be a more forcible Way than this, of declaring
XS xine Sovercignty in the Rejection of the fews, which is the
_#7p.Subject of his following Difcourle ? Here he opens his Sub-
?ﬁ: as to make it {trike our Minds with great Force of Evi-
fethce in the very opening. For what but Sovereignty diftinguith-
ed him from his Brethren blafpheming and peviecuting Chrift, who
had been chief in that Blafphemy and Perfecution ? And what Rea-
{on can we give why they got their \With, and not he ? The Op-
polers of the Sovereignty of divine Grace, the Patrons of human
diftinguithing Merit, muft be f{traitened to find any Excellency in
Panl above his Brethren, qualitying him for the divine Love in
Chrift from which they were {eparated and cut ofi. Wil they fay
that Paul blafphemed and perfecuted in sgnorance and unbelief, cid
tierefore sotumed merey ¢ This indeed would be {aying fomething,
if 1t could appear, that the rejeéted People were inliphtened any
more than Puul/ was before his Converfion, It is very true, there
is no Mercy for thole who cppofe Chrift as Pcw/ did, after being
illuminated, and calling Jefus the Lerd, by the Holy Ghoft., But
this was far {rom being the Cafe with the RBulk of the Few:rfo People
who were rejeted.  fau/ himfelt teltifies this was not their Cafe
and therefore he {till hopes for the Salvation of {ome of them ; tho’
thefe, according to the Prophecy before noted, be in his View
but a {mall Remnant of the great Multitude rcjeéted. For ke fays
of Ifrael after the Fleth, in gencral, Chap.x. 2.3, 4. —— Léear
them record, that they have a zeal cf Ged, but not according to &irrw-
ledge.  For they being ignorant of God’s rightesufnefs, and going a-
bout to eftablifh their own righteoufrels, have not fz!)mitted thren
[2lves unto the righteoufnefs of God. For Clrift 15 the end of tie law
Lor vightevifuefs ~——, So they oppofed Chrilt in Ignorance and
N Unbclief,-
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Unbelief, as Pau himfelf did : And, like him, they followed after
the law Qf rz;g/Jteozﬁ:qﬁ,-—-—-mt !}1‘ fz:it/), but as it were l'y the work:
of the law : for they [lumbled at that [fumbling-flone, at which he al-
o was ftumbling. Why then did not he fall as well as they 2 Why
was the Bulk of this People, oppofing Chrift in Ignorance and Un-
belief, rejeéted, and accurfed from Chrift; and Pax/, the chief of
thefe ignorant Oppofers, at the fame time, fecured in the Love of
God which is in Chrift Jefus, as chief among the {aved Remnant ?
‘The Fa& {tands as an eternal Demonfitration of the Sovereignty of
God’s Love which is in Chrift Jefus.

With this thercfore he opens that great Subjeét which he imme-
diately infifts on. For when he takes notice of the Objection a-
gainft the Truth of the Gofpel, as if it were inconfitent with God’s
Word in the Old Teftament, arifing from what he had faid .
Separation of /f7ae/ from Chrift; he anfwers it, by di{tingufi
Ifracl, as Rom. xi. 1.—7. after the Manner of the Diftinc¢tiGig e
Abrabam’s Seed born ufier the Flefh, and born by Promife. e
y 6. 7.8.9. and compare Foluviii.33.—36. and Gal.iv. 22.—31.
And he again fupports his Diftinftion by another like it, which
was made among the Clildren of the Promife, even the Sons of
Ifaac, the Son of the Promife. He then fhews that Diftinétion to
be the Effe@ of pure Sovereignty, preferring Faci/ as Heir of the
Land of Promife, (Aul.i. 2. 3.), tho’ the younger and lefler, to
Efau the elder and greater; ard this before Fucot could do any
good, or E/au any evil, feey 1o.11.12.13. And like to this s
the Diftinétion betwixt Jfrael afier 1he Fielh feparated from Chrift,
and the fuved or called lfrael, of whom Paul himlelf is a remark-
able one.

Againft this purpefe of God according to election, nd of works, but
of lim that calleth, there is an Objection propoled, y 14. Whas
fhall we Jay their 2 Is not unripiteonfnefs with God? To which the
Apoftle anfwers, v 15. Far be it. For he faith to Mofes, [ will
have mercy on whom [ will have mercy, and { will have compaffion on
awhom 1 will have compaffion, Fxod. xxxii. 19, It is impofiible that
Unrighteoufnefs can be with God. 'We canunot admit the Thought
either of an unmerciful or an unrighteous God. But if we fhould
entertain any fuch Thought of his Righteoufnefs as limits him to
the Diftribution of Rewards and Punifhments in all his Purpofes a-
boutus ; if he muft only thew diftributive Juftice, fo that, in eve-
ry Part of his Work where that appears not, we may there fix the
Charge of Unrightcouf{nefs ; then there can be no Place where the
divine Mercy fhall fhew itfelf toward any of us, and it muit be im-

oflible for him to fhew Mercy and Compaflion to whom he will.
Q\Then God deals better with one Man than another in the View of
his beinp lome way better, we can fay this is Juitice and Equitgr 3
" ut
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but it can never be called Mercy and Compaffion. And if the dif-
tinguifhing Purpofe of God’s Grace were according to Works, as
is his Diftribution of Rewards and Punifhments ; it would then be
a Matter of Judgment, and not at all of Grace and Mercy, as the
Apoftle fays, Chap. xi. §. 6.—There is a remnant according to the
eletion of grace. And if by grace, then no more of works : other-
wife grace 15 no more grace.  But if of works, then it is no inore
prace : otherwife work is no more work. And having thus demon-
firated God’s Sovercignty, by his fhewing Mercy and Compaflion
to whom he will, as he {)a:id to /Mofes, he then makes this Inference
from God’s Words, That the Diftin¢tion of the called /frael from
the rejeéted, whereof the Diftinétion of Facob from Efau 1s a Fi-
name is not of him that willethy nor of him that runneth, out of God
S o 7:¢1Cy, W 16.
> now, if God have Mercy on whom he will, then he has not
"‘1'*4- 7 on every one 3 and there muft be fome on whom he has not
Compalflion, as Paul’s Brethren who werce not called, like him,
but feparated from Ghrift. And to them he applies, y 17. what
the Scripture {aith to Pharaskh, Exsd.ix, 16. For it was not owing
to their having done any more gvil.than he was doing, that they
were not called as well as he.  And fo, from what the Scripture
fays to Pharash, with what was fuid to /Mg/es, he again infers,
v 18. Therefore hath he mercy on whom he will, and whom be will he
bardeneth. For, from Exod. 1X. 16. compared with Exod. iii. 19,
& iv. 21. & vii. 3. 4. it manifeltly appears, that the giving up of
Pharach’s Heart to relift the divine Call to him, was from the Be-
ginning a Work of Sovereignty, and not of Judgment. There
was no Judgipent done on Pharaoh, till he was fitted for it by his
obftinate Refufal to {ubmit to the Call. But before that Call came
to him, the Lord told /Mo/fes, he knew he would not fubmit to it by
any means § and he faid exprefsly, that he would Garden his heart,
and fo it him for Judgment. Nor did that King of Egypt any
Hurt to the ffiaelites to bring Judgments on him and his Nation,
but what had been made known to 4braham of a furety long before
that Pharaokh was born, Gen, xv. 13. 14. Now the Words of the
Scripture to Pharash are very applicable to the rcjeéted Ifrael, Even
Jor this fame purpofe have I raifed thec gp, that [ might fhew my
power in thee, and that my name might be declared throughout all the

Through their full fulvation unte the

earth, See Chap. xi. 11.
Gentiles.

Againft this divine Condu& toward Pharaoh, and toward the re-
je&ted Ifrael, there is an Objeftion which Men are very ready to
make, The Apoftle takes notice of it, and exprefles its main
Strength in thefe few Words, y 19. Thon wilt [ay then unto me,
fhy doth be yot find foult 2 for who bath 1¢fifted bis will # Jf it was

| lus
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his Will that the Heart of Pharash and the Hearts of the Fews
fhould be hardened againft him, how could he make that Hard-
nefs their Fault ! And feeing it is impoffible for them to refilt his
Will, why does he condemn and punifh them for chufing to do
what, for hisirrefiitible Will, they could not but chufe ?

From this Objeétion thus ftated by the Apoftle, we may fee that
we have his Meaning in what he {aid before. The Objection lies
only againft the Senfe that has been piven of God’s hardening whom
he will. And his Anfwer is far from fetting the Thing in another
Light: For he calls the Objeétion a KReply agamnft God, and thill in-
fifts upon his Sovereignty.

As he is fpeaking for God, he accounts not for the divine Con-
du¢t to objelting Men, in the Manner wherein a Man gives Ac-
count of his Conduét when he vindicates it to other Men excepiing
againft it. The Apoftle fpeaks here to objecting Men, as hiig
no Claim upon thcir Maker, no Right to objeét againit his Proce-
“dure, and no Power to call him to an Account with them. And
he fpeaks to them as not having a Mind or Underftanding capable
to take in a full Account of the Ways of the infinitely wife God.
As he {ays, Chap.xi. 33.34. 35.—His ways paft fuuding out. For
/0 /mt/Jy/é;zawn t}J)e i ?;f 3:28 %.So'rd, or who baf/J [;égz /)i}g counfellor 2
Or who kath firft given to him, and it fhall be recompenfed unto him
again? even {o here he ftops the Mouths of Objetors with thefe
‘Words of God brought from the Old Teftament, y 20. Nay but,
‘O man, who art thou that replieft againft God? fhall the thing form-
ed fay to him that formed it, Why };‘ajf thow made me thus ?

Thefe Words are not taken from 7er. xviil. 4. 6. as {fome would
have it. For neither are thefe Words there, nor is there any
Mention in that whole Paflage of the fame Matter on .which this
Objection and the Apoftle’s Anfwer goes. That Paflage {peaks of
diitributive Juftice and Judgment according to Works, and not at
all of the Sovereignty, again{t which this Objection plainly points.
But there are two Paflages in [faiah’s Prophecy, where we find
much the fame Words, and both thefe Pallages have a plain Refe-
rence to the Apoftle’s Subject; as we fhall fe¢ by confidering them,
in order to perceive the Ufe he makes of them in his Anfwer tQ the
Objyection. ~

The firlt of thefe Paflages is [/, xxix. 16. v7. Surely your fubver-
fion, or overthrow, fhall be efteemed as the postersclay : for [hall the
work fay of kim that made it, He made me not ¢ or fhall the thing
framed [ay of him that framed it, He had no underflanding 2 Is it not
yet a very little while, and Lebanon fhafl be turned into a fruitful
feld, and the fruiiful field fhall be efleemed as a foreft ? The Word
that our Tranflators have rendered turning of things upfide down,

L:gnifies properly Subverfion ; and it is the fame Word that is ucf;'ed,
el
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Gen. xix. 29. to fignify the Overthrow of Sodom and Gomorrha,
Now, feeing /faiah is plainly prophefying here of the Subverfion
of the Fews, and the Calling of the Gentiles ; 1t was very proper
f_or the Apoftle, fpeaking of that fame Subjeét, to point to this Paf-
age.

And the fecond is //. xIv. 9. Wo to him that [lriveth with his ma-
ker, as a potfherd with the potfherds of the earth : [hall the clay fay
to its former, What wilt thou make ? or thy work, He hath no hands ?
If we confider the Scope of the Paflage where thele Words ftand,
and look toward the Beginning of the Chapter, we fhall fee 7eho-
vah the God of Ifrael {peaking to Cyrus, Zz 1. to whom he fays,
Y 4. §. I have firnaned thee, though thou hafl not known me; and
I girded thee, though thou haft not known me. "And to this Cyrus he
declares himfelf fo as all may know him to be the only God, in
a plain and direét Oppofition to the two Principles of the Mag:ans,
reprefented by Light and Darkuefs ; the one the neceflary Original
of all Good, and the other of all Evil. Thefe were the Gods ac-
knowledged by Gyrus the Perfian, who knew not the ‘true God ;

who therefore fays to him, y §.6. 7. 1 Fehovah, and none elfe, no
God befides me. None befides me, I Fehovab, and none elfe, I
Jform the light, and creatc darknefs : I make peace, and create evil :
I Fehovah do all thefe. When he brought this World out of no-
thing, Darknefs covered the Face of the Abyfs. And out of this
Darknefs that he created, he formed the Light ; he commanded it
to thine out of Darknefs. And when he created the Earth, or gave
it Being, it was without Form, a confufed Mafs of difcordant
Parts, out of which he made this beautiful Order that we fee in the
World. And, in like manner, as he brought Light out of Dark-
nefs,*and Order out of Confufion, when he made the World ;
even fo he tells Cyrus, that all Things that come to pafs in the
Heavens and the Earth which he hath made, are working together,
at his Appointment, to bring forth Righteou/ne/s and Salvation. He
{ays, Y 8. Drop down, ye heavens, from above, and let the [kies pour
down righteoufnefs : let the earth open, and let them bring forth fal-
vation, and let righteoufnefs [pring up together : 1 Fehovah have
created it. Even as the Influences of the Heavens, the Dew and
Rain, and the opening of the Earth, contribute to the bringin
forth of that which {prings of the Earth ; {o all that comes to pais
in Heaven and Earth, fhall iffue in Righteoufnefs and Salvation to-
gether, even that everlafting Salvation, y 17. wherewith Ifrael
fhall be faved. We know Salvation neceflarily fuppofes Evs/ to be
faved from. And in this Salvation he will fhew himfelf both mer-
ciful and righteous, and fo diftinguifh himfelf from all falfe Gods.
For as he diftinguifhes himfelf to Cyrus by the Righteoufnefs and
Salvation he makes fpring up together, fo he diftinguifbes himfelt
| B 10
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to another fort of Idolaters, the Worfhippers of Imagcs, in the
latter Part of the fame Chapter, by the fame Thing, when he fays,
Yy 20. 21. 22. They huve uo knowledge that [et up the wood of their
graven 1mage, and pray unt a God that cannot fave. / Fehovah,
and no Cod elfe befide me, a JUS T God anda SAVIOUR, none be-
fide me.  Lock vnto me, and be ye faved, all the ends of the earth : for I
umt God, and theie is none elfe.  But they who {ec not the Glory of
that great Salvation, whereby the imhnitely Merciful and Fuft thews
the Riches of his Glory to his chofen [frael in all the Ends of the
Earth, will {till think it better there had been no Evil in the World
to be faved from, and {o be replying againft God. And whereas
the N agi were led m to thins of their two Principles, or oppofite
Gods, by the Difhculty about the Origm of Evi/; that Dithculty
tecurs upon the Lord’s{aying, £ form the light, and create darknef/s®
And he {tops the Mouths of Objeétors with thefe \WWords, /47 ¢
binm that [friveth «with bis matker. Shall the clay fuy to its former,
IVhat wilt thea make ? And as the Apoftle {ays the fame, Rz, ix. 20.
it is cafy to perceive how proper it 1s for him there to refer to this
remarkable Paflage.

Let us next {ee how he applies what thie Lord {pake, by /fuiu/,
of the Potter and Clay, to his Subject ; and what Ufe he makes of
it in anfwer to the Objeltion. He {ays, y 21, Hath not the pot -
ter power over the clay, of the fame lump to make one veffel unto ho-
noury and another wity diffoiour 2

Man can have no Right to contend with his Maker, or to objeét
againft his fitting him to any Ufe he pleafes, as he may have to
contcnd with his Fellow-creatures. For God’s Power over his
Crcatures, cannot be lefs than that of the Pot®r over the Clay, of
which he makes Veflels as it pleafes him. And Man is as uhfit to
be his Maler’'s Counfellor, as the Clay is to direét the Potter.
Now the Potter, of the fame Lump of Clay makes, at his Plea-
fure, one Veflel to a honourable Ufe, and another to a difhonour-
able or bafer Ufe. And fo the Quelftion which the Apoftle is an-
{ivering, comes to the fame with this, ‘Why is it put to that ditho-
nourable Ufe to which it was fitted ? or, \Why does he hold that
Veflel bafer than the other, who made it bafer ? There is a Fit-
nefs in the Veflel for the Ufe it was made for ; and fo it would be
unfit to put it to another Ufe to which it was not fitted. When the
Veflels are formed, it is mect and right to put each to that fame
Ufe, honourable or difhonourable, for which it is formed. But
while they were in the fame Lump of Clay, the Potter’s Pleafure,
and no Excellency and Fitnels or Unfitnefs in the one above the
“other, made the Difference betwixt them. And who can deny this
Power to the Creator over his Creatures, th.at the Potter exercifes
over the Clay ?

in -
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In this Manner the Apoftle points out to us the proper Place of
Juftice and Judgment, and the proper Place of that Sovereignty
which he had before demonftrated from God’s fhewing Mercy to
whom he will. 'We cannot fay that diltributive Juftice is Sove-
reignty, nor can we expect to fee it in the proper Place of Sove-
reignty. And wc cannot fay that Sovereignty is diltributive Ju-
ftice, or that it is to be fcen in the proper Place of that Juftice.
But when we view the Scheme of the divine Works, as it is fet be-
fore us to manifelt God to us, we fee them both in their proper
Places, and behold him both fovereign and juft. And yet, if we
will look only upon Sovereignty, and fix our Eycs abftractly upon
its proper Place, we fhall not behold Righteoufnefs, nor ever fce
J}udgment according.to Works. Fven as, on the other hand, if

e have a mind only to look upon Juftice, we cannot behold Mer-
¢y, nor ever {ce the gracious God; we fhall remain ignorant of
the juft God and the Savionr, befides whom there is no God.

Now, the Apoftle applics what he faid of the Potter making of
the fame Lump one Veflel to a bafe and another to a honourable
Ule, unto the Cafe of the rejeéted Fews, and of the calied Re-
mnant of the 7ews, and likewife of the Genti/es. And heiays, v 22.
23. 24. What 1f God, willing to fhew wrathy and to make hic prwor
known, endured with much long-fuffering the veffels of wrath fitted to
deltruction : and that he might muke known the riches of his glory on
the veflels of mercy, which he afore prepared unto plory ; cven us
whom he called, nst of the Fews ouly, but alfs of the Gentiles ?

Here the Feffcls of IWrath are the Fews who are accurfed from
Chrift, diftinguifhed from the Veflels of Mercy, even Puunl himfelt,
and others, who af® called, not of the 7ews only, but alfo of the
Gentiles.  Thercfore by Veflzls in this Place we cannot underftand
Naicis : For in that Confideration the Fews were but one Vellcl.
And the Veflels of Mercy, who are here {aid to be ca/led, are not
Nations, but a {mall Remnant, either of the Fcw/// Nation, or of
any other Nation, every Perfon of them a ¢lofpn Veflel, as Paul,
and as 2 7im. 11, 21.

And the Cualling here mentioned, is not merely ta external
Church-privileges, fuch as thole wherein the Fews gloried againft
the Gentiles when they were accur{ed from Chrift, while thefe Gen-
tiles were called to Righteouinefs, and attained to it, cvon tierigh-
tesufnefs which 15 of faith, See y 25.26.30. This Calling, unto
which the Separation of the Fews from Chrift is oppofed, inuft be
that fame of which the Apoftle was fpeaking, Chap. viii. 28. 29. j30.
All things work together for good, to them that love God, to them who
are the called according io purpofe. For whom he did foreknow, he als
[ did predeftinate conformed to the image of his Son, that he might lo
the firfl-born among many brethren.  Moresver, whom he did prede!li--

B2 Pile,
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nate, them be alfo called : and whom he called, them he alfs jufiified :
and whom he juftified, them he alfo g/or‘ctiﬁe.’l. By this we fee, how
the Vellels of .Mcrcy are afore prepared unto Glory, eternal Glo-
ry with Chrift the Firft-born among many Brethren, who are con-
formed to him in his Sufferings, that they may be alfo glorified to-
gether, Chap.viii. 16. 17. 18. And God’s calling fome of the
Gentiles unto this Glory, and fo preparing them for it, while the
Jews were fitted to Deftruétion, is another Inftance wherein his
Sovereignty appears molt evidently. 'We fee likewife from y 31.
32. 33. bow the Veflels of Wrath are, on the other hand, fitted to
Deftru¢tion, by their being hardened, in going about to eftablifh
their own Righteoufnefs, againft the Faith that is in Chrift, who
1s a flumbling-ftone and rock of offence to them who flumble at the
word, being difobedient, wherennto alfo they were appointed, 1 Pet. ii.
7. 8. The Apoftle {fpeaks of much Long-fuffering in the Cafe of
fitting the Vcflels of Wrath to Deftruétion, as if that very Long-
fuffering contributed to it. And he intimates this likewife, in ap-
plying the Words of David to the rejeéted Fews, Chap. xi. 9. 10.
David faitin, Let their table be made a fuare, and a trap, and a
Stumbling-block, and a recompence unto them. Let their eyes be dark-
ned, that they may not fee.

All this, according to the Apoftle, is of God willing to fhew
wrath, and to make known his Power, that he might make #70wn the
Riches of hisGlory. And here we muft confider, that no Creature
what{oever can poflibly know God as he knows himfelf ; but only
as he pleafes to difcover himfelf by fome Work of his. Nor can
it be any Advantage to him, to make himfelf known, who is in-
variably blefled in the infinite Enjoyment of his own felf-fuflicient,
boundlefs Perfetion and Glory. The Creatures, who are made
capable of knowing him as manifefted in his Works, and of being
happy in that Knowledge, have the wholc Benefit of the Manifefta-
tion. If then it was the WRll of Godto carry the Happinefs of any
fuch Creatures as far as it could poflibly go, by the fullet Difcove-
ry of his Glory that could be made in any Work ; then the Que-
ftion is, If this could be done without the Mifery of other Crea-
tures ! or, If the Riches of the divine Glory can be fthewed on the
Veflels of Mercy, while there is no fuch Thing in Being as De-
(truction, or Veflels of Wrath? And the Apoftle plainly deter-
naines this Queftion. For he makes the one neceflary to the other,
cven as the Shade in the Picture. He points out God fhewing his
‘Wrath and Power on the Veflels of Wrath fitted to Deftruétion,
in order to make known the Riches of his Glory on the Veflels of
Mercy. Deftruction is as far from being the End or Defign of
God’s Work in making himfelf known, as the Shade is from be-

ing the Defign of the Fainter. ‘Therefore he fays, Chap. xi. 11.
Have
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Have they (fumbled that they fbould fall? Far be it : but through
their fall, falvation unto the Genti'es. Deltruétion, fhewing divine
Wrath, muft have a Place, if God will thew the Riches of his
Glory, and the Glory of his Mercy, in a Work of Salvation.
And this agrees with the Fa¢t. For as God fhewed himfelf and
his Mercy to /f7ae/, in his \Work of {aving them from the Egyptian
Bondage, and giving them Reft in Cunaan, by plaguing and
overthrowing the Egjyptiars, and exterminating the Canaanites ;
even {o the Lord Fefus [hall lbe reveaicd from heaven, in flaming
fire, taking vengeance on them that know not God, and that obey
not the gofpel : who fhall be punifhed with ewr/‘y)ing ae/truction
from the prefence of the Lord, and from the glory of his power ; when
he fhall come ta be glorified in his faints, and to be admired in all them
that believe.

But we muft obferve, that the Apoftle’s Way of {peaking here,
concerning God’s thewing himfelf, is far from leading us to think
of afcribing the fitzinrg of the Veilels of Wrath to this Deftruction,
unto God, in the fame Way us we mult afcribe to him the Prepara-
tion of the Veflels of Mercy to Glory. For he would have us to
behold God there where he thews the Riches of his Glory. 1t isin
that Work he gives us his Character, and by that we muft know
what he is. If it was his Will that Sin fhould enter into the World s
this was to fhew his Wrath againil it, or the infinite Oppofition of
his Goodnefs toit. And indeed his Wrath appears againtt it infi-
nitcly, both in the everlafting Deftrucion of the Veflels of Wrath,
and in the Salvation of the Veflels of Mercy by the Blood of that
Perfon of infinite Dignity, the Son of God: For he makes Salva-
tion and Righteoulne{s {pring up together. But the Prcparatian of
the Veflcls of Mercy to Glory is his Defign.  Itis his own Work,
agreeable to his Nature; his Work whereby he would have us know
him, and diftinguith him from all others. Agreeably to this fays
the Apoltle, Famesi. 13.—18. Let yo man Jay when he 1s tempted, -
1 am tempted of God : for God cannct '6: tempted with evils, neither
temptc’t/;' he any mai, But every manir tempted, when he is drawn g-
way of his cwn luft, and enticed. Do not erry ryv beloved brethren.
Every good and every perfelt g:ﬂ (s froin above, end c‘oﬂ_zeﬂf aown fiom
the Fatler of /ig/)t.r, with whom is no varicblene(s, neither fhadow of
turning. OF HI1S OWN WILL begat he us with the word
of truth.

When we fpeak of God's Providence zbout the Sins of Men,

_againit which he fhews his W'rath, it will be proper to have before
us the Senfe of the firft Chriftian Church on the Subjet., And we
have this in that Prayer which is recorded, A¢isiv. from y 24. and
which obtained a notable Teltimony of Acceptance with Geod,
They lift up their woice to God with ene accord, and faid, Lird, thouw

2N
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art God which haft made heaven and earth, and the fea, and all that in
them is : who by the mouth of thy fervant David baft faid, Why did
the heathen rage, and the pesple imagine vain things 2 The kings of
the earth flood up, and the rulers were gathered together againft the
Lord, and againft his Chriff.  For cf a truth aganft thy holy fervant
Fefusy, whom thou haft ancinted, both Herod and Pontius Pilate, with
the Gentiles, and the people of Ifrue! were gathered together, for to
do whatfrever thy hand and thy coniufel determined befire tr be dones
And now, Lord, behold their threatenmngs : and grant unte tiy fer-
vants, that with all boldnefs they may [fpeak thy word, &c.

This Prayer is perfeétly apreeable to the Word of God that the
Apoftles {pake to them at their Converfion, Chap. it. 23. Him,
being delivered by the determinate counfel and forekiowledve of God,
ye have taken, and by wicked hands have cructfied and flain,  And
Chap. iit. 17. 18. 19. Brethren, I wot that through ignovance ye
did 1t, as did alfo your rulers. But thefe things which God befire
had fhewed by the mouth of all his prophets, that Chiift fhould fuffer,
he hath fo fulfilled.  Repent ye therefore and be converted, that your
fins may be blotted out.

By this we may fee, that Pou/’s Doltrine here is the fame that
was taught by the other Apoftles when they began to preach the
Gofpel at Ferufulem, and the fame that was confefled to God in the
Prayers of the Chriftian Church from the Beginning.

But a late Author, who fays many Things very well to prove
the Truth of the Gofpel from Puu/’s Converfion ; yet labours, in
a marginal Note, to overthrow Pau/’s Gofpel, by an Inference he
would draw from a fingle Text again{t his moft expre{s Declara-
tions in a Variety of other Texts. And this is that Text, 1 (77,
X, 27. But [ keep under my body, and bring it into fubjectisn: [cft
that by any means when I have preached to others, I myfelf jhould le
a caft-away. From this fame Text, this Author preaches to us a
Salvation that depends upon keeping under our Body by the Power
of our Reafon, and not upon the Faith of Chrilt ; which, tho’ a
Man retain in its full Strength, he may yet be a Caft-away : a Sal-
vation that is not by Grace thro’ Faith, but by our own voluntary
Care duly reltraining our bodily Appetites. But can it be faid that
Poul needed Converfion in order to preach this Salvation ? And if
this be the Gofpel intended to be proved from £’eu/’s Converfion,
we may fay there was no Ufe for fuch a Proof of it ; becauie all the
Men who may be fuppofed to need this Proof, were moft firmly
perfuaded of this Gofpel before.

'This Author is very confident, that Paul’s Fear, here exprefled,
Yeft the Lufts of his Body fhould prevent his Salvation, cannot be
made agree with the Notions of abfolute Predeftination afcribed to

bim by fome; and that ¢ this fingle Paflage is a full Anfwer‘ ‘OuE'
o
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¥ of the Mouth of St. Pau/ him{elf, to all the Miftakes that have
¢ been made of his Meaning in fome obfcure Expreflions concern-
““ ing Grace, Fleéion, and Juftification.” The Obfcurity of the
Apoftle’s Expreflions on thefe Subjeéts, to this Author, mult lie in -
this, that he cannot make them agree to the Doétrine he would in-
fer from this Paflage. But if this Reafoner be here doing Pau/ Ju-
f{tice, it can be no Injuftice to Paul for one to aflert, that his fay-
ing, ( Afsxxvii. 31.), Except thefe avide in the [bip, ye cannot be
Javed, i1s an Anfwer out of his own Mouth to what it may be ima-
gined he fays, y 22. There fhall be no Iofs of life among you, but of
the fhip.,  Any Man that can make thefe agree, is as capable to re-
concile what Parn/ fays of his being a Caft-away, except he kept
under his Body, with his Doétrine ot abfolute Predeftination.

The Imputation of Sin and Righteoufnefs.

A Paraphrafe, with Notes, on Rom.v.12.—2 1.

T E X TT.

Rom. v. 12. () R tl?z'.r, [1hoas fgy oiie man fin entred into the world,

and, by fin, deatn; even [5 death paffed umo all
men, wherein all have finned.,

PARAPHRMASE.

To the end that a Multitude of all Nations of the World,
without the Difterence made in the Law of /Hofes, might be faved
from Sin and Death, joying in God thro’ their Lord Jefus Chrift,
by whom they have received the Reconciliation ; it was ordered,
that as thro’ one Man Sin entered into the World, and thro’ that
Beginning of Sin Death, its Wages, did enter; fo this Death paf-
fed to all Men, even as it began; the Calc being the fame with

Sin ((I) continuing on c'lll frorn its Bcginning, fO that ail are no
lefs Sinners than Mortals.

N O T E.

(a) Sin contimung onall from its Beginning. Whatever Criticks
may make of the Greek Phrafe ¢p’ o5, which I have rendered literally
wherein, nothing can be plainer from the Apoftle’s Words. than
that the Tranfgreflion of A4dam, by which Death entered, was the

Entrance of Sin, the Beginning of all the Sin that is in the World 5
and
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and rendered Men as incapable of Innocence, as the Entrance of
Death by that Sin made them of Ilmmortality, The Continuance
of Sin has as neceflary a Conncxion with its Beginning or En-
trance, as the Continnance of Death on all Men has with its En-
trance.

Tho’ this Doctrine of the Apolftle agrees with the Faét, yet
Men will be reaioning againft it. They {iy, that the Nature of
Sin or moral Evil admits not of Neceflity, as Death may admit of,
For no Aétion can be morally cood or evil, without a trec Choice.
And {fo this Necefiity would be inconititent with the Nature of Sin.

But this is reafoning againft Fa&. For however Choice be cflen-
tial to a morally evil or good Action ; yct as there is no Choice free
of all kind of Neceflity, fo Neceflity fecuring the Clioice, cannot
hinder any Action from being morally good or evile  This may
appear to us in the foillowing Inftfances.

God himfelf 1s neceflarily good, and cannot do evil. Is his
Goodnels therefore no Goodnels ?

Chrift, the great Pattern of Goodnefs and Righteoufnefs among
Men, was ordained before the Workl to be without Spot er Stain
of moral Evil. Is he thercfore not truly good ? or was his Righ-
teoufnefs not fit therefore to be rewarded with the glorious Life that
he is poflefled of ?

The ordaining of him to fave from Sin and Death by his dying
and rifing, carries in it the Neceinty of the Entrance of Sin and
Death to be faved from. Is Sin therefore not Sin ?

The betraying and murdering of him was neceflary, that the
Scripture might be fulfilled. Was it therefore not wickedly doie,
nor fit to be punifthed ?

They who arc judicially hardened, and given up to their own
Lufls, and upon whom God fends ftrong Delufion, mult do evil.
Is there no Fault thercfore in what they do under the Influence of
that Delufion or Energy of Error?

They who are born of God cannot {in unto Death. 1Is this theic-
fore unfit to diftinguifh them from the Children of thie Devil ¢

And the Saints in Heaven cannot {in at all, Are tlicy therefore
neither trulv good nor holy ¢

T E X T.

v 13. For until the law fin was in the world : but fin is not imputed *
when there is no law.

PARAP HRASE.

For the Law of Mo/fes, that diftinguithed /ffae/ from all the
‘World, was not the firft Law whereby the Iniquity of the Fathers
| Wi
: Phi.lcm. W 18:’9- Rom. . 6.,
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was vifited on the Children, was not the only Law by which Sin *
as well as Death pafled from one to another ; becaufe all the while
before that Law was given, Sin, that beganin the Tranfgreflion of
Adam, continued poflefling the World from its Entrance. And
Men are not thus held guilty without any Law or Conftitution of
the Lawgiver to that Effect.

T E X T.

v 14. But death reigned from Adam to Mofes, even over thym that
hadanot finned after the fumiliiude of Adam’s tranfgrefion, who 15
tie type of him that was ta come.

PARAP HRASE.

But the Death that entered thro’ 4/am’s Tranfgreflion had full
- Power in all the Time from him to /HMo/es, and that over them who
could not, as /fraz/ under the Law, tranfgrefs the Covenant like
Adam +, as well as over Infants who did not commit Sin them-
felves as he did; fo that the Law that was difobeyed in the En-
trance of Sin by which Death entered, was but (‘¢) imitated to
Ifi-ael in the Law of Mo/es, whereby the Iniquity of the Fathers
was vifited on the Children. And when we view Adam as convey-
ing Death, the Wages of his Sin, to thofe who have not {inned
like him, we may behold him the Type of him that was to come
in confequence of the Entrance of Sin, and Dcath by it, and to
whofe coming that Entrance had a View.

N O T FE.

(3) But imitated in the Law of Mofes. The vifiting of the Ini-
quity of the Fathers on the Children, to the third and fourth Ge-
neration, according to that Law, was but a Reprefentation of the
vifiting of Adam’s Iniquity on all Generations of Men in the
World. The happy Life in Canaun’s Land, which was conneé&ed
with the national Obedience, was but an Imitation of innocent
Man’s Life and Happinefs in Paradife. And the oppolite Death,
whereby the divine Difpleafure againft Difobedience was manifefted
in that Nation, was not abfolutely the fame that entered into the
World by Adaem’s Sin, but was rather an uncommon and violent
Death, that reprefented the Punifhment of Sin : For they who en-
joyed the Life and Happinefs promifed ta that Nation in the Law,
yet died the Death that entered by .4dam’s Sin.

T E X TT.

v 15+ But not as the offence, Jﬂ) alfo is the free gift. For if throuyh
ead ; much more the grace of God, and
C 1A¢

* AQs vii, 40.=43. + Hof, vi. 7,

the offence of one, many be
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she oift by grace, which is by one man Fefus Chrifty, hith abounded
$o many. |

PARAPHRASE.

But when we hold one Man Adam, conveying Death to many
by his Offence, to be the Type of that other one Man Jefus Chrift,
who is not naturally connefted, as Adam, with the many,”but
freely given to them of fupernatural divine Grace, conveying eter-
nal Life to them by his Obedience ; we muft think this Gift of the
divine Grace is much more abundant than the Oftence, and very

far exceeding it.

T E X T.

v 16. And not as it was by one that finned, fo is the gift : for the
Judgment was by one to condemnation ; but the free gift is of many

offences unto yuflification,
PARAPHRASE,

For here is a remarkable Difference betwixt the two. The one
condemns by one Offence ; but the other juftifies, not only from
that Offence, but from many Offences. It notonly recovers from
the Punifbment of that one Offence, but alfo faves from the Pu-
nithment of the Multitude of Offences that the many committed
themfelves, making them liable to the Pains of a fecond Death,
and intitles them to Life and Happinefs notwith{tanding.

T E X TT.

Vv 17. For if oy one’s offence, death reigned by one ; much more they
who get the abundance of grace, and of the gift of righteoufnefs,

fhall resgn in life * by one Fefus Chrifl.
PARAPHRMASE.

For this Juftification muft be greater than the Cofidemnation,
Wherein thro’ one Oftence Death was enthroned as a King to reign
by the one Man : Whereas they who are made Partakers of the
abundant Grace that gave Jefus Chrift to work the Righteoufnefs,
and who get the free Grant of that Righteoufnefs to intitle them to
Life, fhall be exalted in that Righteoufnefs to reign in a far more
glorious Life (@) than A4dam loft ; as this Life is the Reward of the
Obedience of that much more glorious one Jefus Chrift, with whom
they partake of it.

N O T F.
(2) A far more glorious Life than Adam bft. The Life where-
with

? JOhIl 3- I.!
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with God infpired Adam, was not merely that common to him with
other Creatures that had the Breath of Life. But the Life proper
to him, in diftin¢tion from the Brutes, was the Pleafure he took in
knowing God as manifefted to him, and the delightful Senfe he had
of his Creator’s Favour, while he was not confcious of any Fault
in himfelf to deferve his Difpleafure. And while he loved the Lord
his God with all his Heart, Soul and Mind, and was confcious of
his Favour and Love who hates all Iniquity, he as far excelled all
the beft qualified and moft excellent of his finful Race, as Light
excels Darknefs, or Life Death. The Senfe of his being agreeable
to his Maker, and in Friendfhip with him, gave a lively blefsful
Relifh to all his Enjoyments in Paradife, for which he was formed.
And without this he could not be faid to live there as Man, by the
vegetative and fenfitive Lives that he lived in common with the
Plants and the Beafts. His friendly Correfpondence with his
Creator, in due Subje¢tion to him who made him Lord of the
Creatures, may well be called the Life of his Life in Paradife.
And the Lofs of this, that began to appear in the Day he f{inned,
by that Shame and Fear which pafled from him to all Men, is the
Sting of Death to Man. ‘This makes him fall diftinguifhed, even
in Death, from the Plants and the Beafts. 'Without the delightful
Knowledge of the blefled God, Man can never find himfelf truly
happy. The Senfe and Con{cioufnefs of being out of Favour with
the living God, gives that Pain which the Spirit of a Man cannot
bear. And this is the Sting of that Death which entered into the
World by Adam’s Sin. This mult be Death the Wages of Sin, as
it makes Death the reverfe of the Life that innocent Man lived in
Paradife. This was in the Death of Jefus Chrift. His fou/ was
exceeding forrowful even to death ; and he cried, My God, why haft
theu forfaken me 2 why hideft thou thy fuce from me ?

"The Con{gioufnefs of having a¢ted and done one Sin, caufes this
Senfe of the divine Difpleafure, this hiding of his Face, that can
give {o much Pain to Man, and that 4dam began to feel when he
had finned ; and yet it is in Faé feparable from it. We fhall fee
this manifeflly in thefec two oppofite Cafes. 1. When Adom was
recovered to a friendly Correfpondence with God, by the Revela-
tion concerning the fecd of the woman, he did not then find him-
felf out of Favour with God ; and yet he was confcious of his ha-
ving finned. And the Saints in Heaven behold the brighteft Light
of God’s reconciled Countenance 3 and being eternally happy im
the joyful Senfe of reconciling pardoning Grace, rhey are eternally
confcious of thcir having {inned. 2. Jefus Chrift fuffered extreme-
ly by the hiding of hjs Father’s Face from his Soul. The want of
the Light of his Countenance put him in an Agony, made him

gore amazed, very heavy, and exceeding forrowful unto De:fth-
C2 ct,

e
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Yet, while he was fo very confcious of this, he was very far from
being confcious of his having aéted or done any Sin, or that the
Father hid his Face from him for any Sin of his own doing. Yea
he was jult then acting and doing that very Obedience by which the
Juftification of Life comes to Men, and was pleading upon it for
Salvation from Death.

The Death that entered into the World through Adam’s Sin, be-
ing the reverfc of the Life he enjoyed before, is not mere return-
ing to the Duft, (though there be no more in it to the Seed of the
‘Woman reconciled to God by Chrilt their Head), but mulit carry
in it the Lofs of God’s Favour, wherein is Life. And the Life
that comes by Chrift’s Obedience, is not merely returning from the
Dulft, but, as it comes by Reconciliation, muft carry in it reftoring
us to the Favour of God, and a Senfe of his Love. The Apoftle
fays {0 in the Context; where he tells us, That we ave reconcifed
22 God by the death <f Fis Son, and fhall be faved by his life,-—joying
2n God through our Lord Fefus Chrilly by whom we have nyw received
2he reconciliation, He does not reftore us to the carthly Life that
Adam loft to us, but to a hcavenly Life with himfelf the heavenly
Mar, with whom we are to rcign in the new Heavens and the new
¥arth, and inherit all Things made new. Nor does he reftore us
to the delightful Knowledge of God, and Senfe of his Favour, on
the fame Footing whercon innocent Man enjoyed it ; but, througlh
his own Obedience and Righteoufnefs, making us Partakers with
himfelf in the Light of his Father’s Countenance, wherewith he is
made full of joy ; which is a much more near and full View of the
Glory of the blefled God, and a much more abundant Senfe of his
L.ove, than .7/um was bleflcd with beforc he finned. Jefus de-
fcribes the eternal Life that he gives, when he fays to his Father,
Fotn xvii. 3. And this is life eternal, that they might know thee the
only true God, and Fefus Chrift whom thou haft fent. The Glory of
God appearing to us in the Face of Jefus Chrift, who is the Image
of God, and the Brightnefs of his Glory, affords us a delightful
Knowledge of God, tar exceeding all that the Difcovery of God to
mnocent Aidam could give him. And the Senfe of the Father’s
L.ove, wherewith the Soul of the Son of God is filled, and made
moft blefled for ever through his own Righteoufnefs, as far excels
the Senfe that innocent .4dam had of the divine Favour, as he ex-
cels him, And this is what he imparts to them to whom he gives
eternal Life ; as he fays, Fobn xvil. 26. 1 have declared unto them
$by name, and will declare that the love wherewith thou haft loved
sne may be in them.

But if the Life we have by Chrift were no more but a Refurre-
¢tion common to the Saved and Damned, it would not then reverfe
the Death we have by Adwm.  And if the Abundance of the Gl‘acde

3 91
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and Gift of Righteoufnefs be no more but the richeft Provifion of
fuch Means as we may or may not improve, and fo be damned
notwithitanding ; then the free Giftis far from being fo abundant
as the Offence. For by the Offence Death reigned : But, according
to this Doérine, the free Gift does not fecure their reigning in Life
on whom it is beftowed ; becaufe they may rife to Damnation for
all that Abundance of the Gift ; whereas the Offence made Death

rcign over them who bad not finnced after the Similitude of Adam’s
Tranf{greflion.

T F X T.
Y 18. Now therefore, as by cne offence, to all men, to condemnation ;

[0 alfo by one righteufucfs, to all meny to juftification of life.
PARAPHRASE,

This being the Differcnce of the Judgment to Condemnation,
and the free Gift to Jultification, it now remains, in confequence
of what is before faid, that the onc anfwers to the other as its
Type, and agrees exactly with it in this refpet, That in like man-

ner as the Judgment is unto all Men (@), without the Difference
made by the Law, making them Partakers in the Condemnation for

one Offence ; even {o the free Gift is to all Men, without repard
to the Peculiarity of the lL.aw, making them alfo Partakers in being
intitled to that glorious Reign in Life for one Righteoufnefs.

N O T E.

(@) Unto all Men. ‘The all Men who are here {aid to be con-
demned, are the fame with the a// Men who are faid to be juftified
to Life, who fhall reign in Life. So that this univerfal way of
Spcaking {tands here in oppolition to the Jewifh Limitation ; as it
docs frequently in the New Teftament, declaring, in oppofition tg
that Limitation, the Accomplithment of that Promife to Aébrabam,

In thy [eed fhall all the nations of the carth be blefled ; and as when
it is f{aid, the Golpel was preached to every naticn under heaven. For

the o/l Men here, who are as well Partakers of the Juftification of
Life as of the Condemnation of Death, are no other than the many,
y 1§. who are both made Sinners by one Man’s Difobedience, and
made righteous by one’s Obedience, yy 19. Now the many who
are made righteous by Chrift’s Obedience, mult be the very fame of
whom we read Rev. vii. 9. 10. [ teleld, and [s, a great multitude,
which no man could number, of all nations, and kindreds, and people,
and tongues, flood before the throne, and before the Lamb,-——amf cried,
~—(aying, Salvation to our God,—and unto the Lamb., Thefe are the
many : And we may fee from thefe Words how they may well be

called a/l Men, though it appears they are not all of Man’i(‘iﬁ'l(}.
efe
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Thefe were all loft, and are all faved. And they are diftinguithed
to us, in the State of Salvation, by their afcribing the whole of
their Salvation only to their God, and to the Lamb who redeemed
them to God by his Blood, out of every kindred, and tongue, and
people, and nation, Rev.v. 9. who redeemed them from among men,
Rev. xiv. 4. For they are all made a'ive tn Chrift, as they all died
in Adam ; they themfelves contrivuting no more to the one than
they did to the other.

As for thofe of Mankind, from among whom thefe are redeem-
ed, who cannot be faid to be in Chrift, to be made righteous, or

juftified to Life by his Obedience, and to whom belongs the Refur-
re&tion of Damnation, they can have no flace in this Difcourfe of

the Apoftle, that fets the Refurrection of Life over-again{t the Death
that came by 4Zam’s Sin, and {peaks of them that partake as well
of the one as the other, or of them upon whom the eternal Life
comes in like manner as the Death came.

And fo this Paflage agrees with that parallel Text, 1 Cor xv,
21. 22. As in Adam all die, fo in Chrift fhall ail be made alive. For
though it be Fact that all of Mankind became mortal by 4dam’s
Sin, and that every Individual of the Race dies; yet the Text fays
no fuch Thing. It afirms indecd, that all that are Chriff’s die in
Adam : But in the whole Paflage there is not any Infinuation of
the dying and rifing again of any one but thofe that are Chriff’s,
who fhall be raifed 1n glory, and bear the image of the heavenly man,
and inherit the kingdom of God. 'The Apoftle fays thefe all dic in
Adam, and even {o they arc all made alive in Chrift.  But he fpeaks
not there of the dying and living again of any other ; ncither does
ke in this Paflage.

T E X TT.

¥ 19. For as by one man’s difcbedience many wwere conftituted funners,
[0 by the obedience of one fball many be conflituted rightcous.

PARAPHRASE.

For, as many were included in the Sentence of Death pafled up-
on one Man for his Difobedience, and {o died with him on account
of his Difobedience, and not on account of their own perfonal

Sins; even fo many fhall be included in the Sentence adjndging
that one, who was to come, unto eternal Life from the Dead, as the

Reward of his Obedience ; and they fhall live with him on account
ef his Obedience, and not on account of their own perfonal Righte-

guinels,

T E X T,
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T E X T.

v 20. Moreover, the low entered, that the offence might abound : fut
where fin abounded, grace did much more abound.

PARAPHRASE,

Now the forefaid Law of /Mofes came in to reprefent the Law
that was tranf{grefled by Adam ; and, by condemning Men for every
Tranfgreflion and Difobedience, and even for Oftence not done by
themfelves, ferved to fhew the Abundance of the Offence in cone
demning, and caufing Death. But where the Abundance of the Of-
fence appeared, there the Superabundance of juftifying Grace fhew-
ed itfelf in the Gift of that one by whofe Obedience the many are
made righteous ; for he came under that fame Law.

T E X .

V. 21. That as fin hath reigned unto death, even fo might grace reign
through righteoufnefs unto eternal life, by Fefus Chrift our Lord.

PARAPHRASE.

That as Sin had been enthroned to exercife an uncontroulable
Power in caufing Death, fo juftifying Grace might be enthroned
powerfully and irrefiftibly to recover from that Death unto eternal

Life, as the Reward of that Righteoufnefs wrought for us by Jefus
Chrift our Lord.

A Defcription of juftifying Faith,

_ R o M. 1v. 12,
Who——walk in the fleps of that faith of our father Abrakam.
GOD, who condemned all Men to Death for one Tranfgreflion
of his Law, will never juftify any Man by what he can work

in obedience to a Law which he in any Point tranfgrefles. And we
may find this in the Aétion of our Conicience upon any one Sin.
The Apoftle having fhewed both Fews and Gentiles to be all un-
der Sin, and therefore incapable to be juftified by what they can
work, declares that God manifefts his Juftice, as well as his Grace,
in juftifying Sinners by what they believe him teftifying concerning
Jetus Chnift: Even as he juftiied brabam, not by what he
wrought, but by what he believed ; as the Scripture faith, #brabam

believed God, and 1t was counted to bim for righteoufnefs, ¥ 2. 3.
There
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There are two Senfes of ju/lifying in Scripture. 1. It fignifics
the making of one juft or righteous who is unjuft, as y ¢. — that
Juftifieth the ungodly, See Chap.v. 19. and 2Cor. v. 21. 2. It
fignifies the declaring of one jult who is already jult; as when God
is faid to be juftified, Chap.iii. 4.; and as when Pau/ fays of him-
felf, 1 Cor. iv. 4. I kuow nothing by myfelf, yet am I not hereby jufti-
fred : but be that judgeth me is the Lord. §

We have an Inftance of both thefe Juftifications in Abraham the
Father of the Faithful. He was declared to be juft, and fo jufti-
fied, when he offered up //zac ; as the Apoftle ]Jrzme: {ays, againft
thofe who would be declared juft by their believing, without thefe
Works which are the ncceflary Fruits and Evidences of true Belief.
Fames i1, 20.—23. But wilt thou know, O vain man, that faith without
works is dead 2 Was not Abraham our father juftified by works, when
pe had offered Ifaac his fon upon the altar 2 Secft thou how faith
wrought With his works, and by works was faith made perfect 2 And
the [eripture was fulfilled which faith, Abrabam believed God, and it
was imputed unto him for righteoufnefs : and he was called the friend of
God, Ye fee then how that by works a man is juftified, and not by fuith
only. ‘Thus we fee, that a Man who is juftified or made juil by
Faith, is juftified or declared juft by his Works wherewith his
Faith works, and not by his believing without thefe Works. For
this Juftification of Abraham, by Faith working with his Works,
was long after his Juftification by Faith, or by what he believed,
without Works, long after the Time of which the Scripture faith,
he lelicved God, and it was imputed to him for righteoufnefs. So that
his Juftification by his Works with which his Faith wrought, was
the Declaration of his being already juft by his Faith, or by what
he believed. And by this he was called the Friend of God, who
had been long before made his Friend., For Fames fays, that, in
this laft Juftification, the firipture was fulfilled, which faith, Abra-
ham believed God, and it was imputed ta him for righteoufnefs : and
he was called the friend of G'od, So it was the Declaration of the
firft.

The Apofile Paul, upon the Queftion, Whether a Sinner be
made juft by what he works, or by what he believes ? oppofing
them who would be made juft by their Works, or become the
Friends of God by what they work, fpeaks in this Paflage of that
firft Jultification of Abraham by Faith, before his Circumcifion, and
before Faith wrought with his Work of offering his Son to declare
him juft, when he became not jult by what he wrought, but by
what he believed.  And fo he fays, v 2.—6. For if Abraham were
julbified by works, he hath to glory, tut not before God. For what
faith the firipture 2 Abrabam telieved God, and it was counted to him
Sfor righteanfnefs, INNow to him that werketh, is the reward reckoned,

258
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not of prace, but of debt. But to him that worketh not, but belie-
veth on him that juftifieth the ungodly, his faith is counted for righte-
oufnefs : even as David alfo defcribeth the bleffednefs of the man unto
whom God imputeth righteo ::F/} without works.

There was a Righteoufnels in Abraham’s Faith, which was im-
puted to him. And that fame Righteoufnefs is imputed to Sinners,
both Fews and Gentiles, not workinf, but believing the fame
Thing that Abraham before believed. For the Apoltle fays,
¥ 22.—2§.——Ir was imputed to him for righteoufnefs. Now it was
not written for his fake alone, ithat it was tmputed to him 5 but for us
alfo, to whom it fhall be imputed, believing on bim that raifed up Fefus
our Lord from the dead, who was delivered for our offences, and raifed
again for our juft:ficatin. ‘There 18 a Righteoufnefs revealed in the
Word of God which we believe. This Righteoufnefs was before
fet forth to Abraham in God’s Word of Promife to him; and it
is now fet before us in the Gofpel, as already wrought by that Seed
of Abraham whom God hath raifed from the Dead, even Jefus
Chrift, delivered for thec Offences of Sinners of all Nations without
Difference, and raifed again for their Juftification. ‘That this fame
Righteoufnefs was promifed to Abrabam, is manifeft from the A-
poftle’s Explication of that Promife, which he believed, Gal/. iii.
8.——14. And the [iripture forefeeing that God would juftify the hea-
then through faith, preached before the gofpel unto Abraham, In thee
Jfhall all nations be blefled. So then they which be of faith, are bleffed
with faithful Abraham. For as many as are of the works of the law,
are under the curfe,~—Chrift hath redeemed us from the curfe of the
low, being made a curfe for us,——that the blefing of Abraham might
come on the vations through Fefus Chrift,

But though the Righteouinefs contained in the Promife that A4-
brabam believed, be the very fame that is now declared to have been
wrought by Chrift his Seed, who is raifed from the Dead ; and tho’
it be imputed to us believing, even as it was to him believing : yet
there was {fomething in the Matter of his Faith different from ours.
For he was called to believe, when he had no hope of being a Father,
that he in whom all Nations fhould be bleffed would be of his Seed 3
fo that he, who was going childlefs, fhould be the Father of many
Nations, God faid to him, Gen.xv. 4. §. 6. He that [hall come
forth out of thine own bowels fhall be thine heir. And he brought him
forth abroad, and faid, Look now toward heaven, and tell the flars, 1f
thou be able to number them : and he faid unto him, So fball thy feed be.
And be believed in the Lord ; and he counted 1t to him for rightcouf=
nefs. Now the Apoftle makes this in Abrabam’s Faith, which 1s
different from oursy the Example or Pattern to our believing on
him who raifed up Jefus our Lord from the Dead. And fo he gives
us a lively Defcription of juftifying Faith, by pointing out the

D Steps
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Stcps of Abraham’s believing in him who quickeneth the Dead, to
become the Father of many >ations ; ‘and by fhewing us, that we
walk in the Steps of that Faith, when we believe in him that raifed
up Chrift from the Dead, to become righteous, or to be juftified.

And thefe are the Steps of .4//ranas’s Faith that he points out
to be walked in by us belicving unto Righteoufnefs.

1. He believed to become a Father, according to that which was
[poken, 3 18. He had no Ground for his Perfuafion, but the
Word of God ; and as God {pake, {o he believed. Even fo we,
in believing to be juftified, are no more going upon our own Experi-
ence and Reafonings than did _/4reba:n; but we are hearkening to
the Gofpel fetting forth the Refurrection of Chrift, that great Fa&
wherein God fhews the Truth of his Tettimony concerning his be-
loved Son in whom he is well pleafed 5 and we are giving Credit to
him who fhews himtelt as God in that Teftimony ; and as God
{ays, {o we belicve.

It is the Bufincfs of Faith to hear God’s Voice in Revelation
and juftifying Faith comes by Hearing, and Hearing by the Word
of God. God revealed himielf in divers Manners to the Fathers,
efpecially by a Voice, which they that hcard knew to be the Voice
of God ; as .4/uin hearing the Voice of the Lord God walking in
the Garden, and E/;ja/ hearing the {till {mall Voice. Revelation
is now perfected in the Scriptures of thce Apoitles and Prophets.
'We can no more now hecar any new Kevelation, nor fuch a Voice
as they heard of old. The Word of the Lord comes not to us in
a Vifion, fpeaking to us as to ./éralam ; but we hear God fpeaking
to us in the Scriptures ; and as many as believe, hear the Voice
that raifes the Dead, ( fson, Chap. 5.), and know that it is the
Word of the Lord. WWe were made capable (in diftin&ion from
the Brutes) of correfponding with God in this Way, And we fec
this Correfpondence betwixt God and Man both before and after
the Fall. Yea, notwithitanding our Difobedience to God’s Word,,
we have {til]l his Voice in our Confcience: For, however we rea-
fon againft it, we know the Judgment of God by the Teftimony of
our Confcience. And by this we are capable of Revelation, and
of divine Teaching thereby. We may have reccived the Scriptures
by Tradition ; we may have realoned ourfelves into an Opinion
that God is the Author of them : But have we heard God {pcaking
in them ? as the Apoftle fays to Chriltians, /7 /6 be ye have heard
him, and have been taught by him, as the truth i in Fefus ; and as
Jefus faid, Every man that hath beard and learucd of the Father, co-
meth to me. When God propofes to make us live, not by our own
Labour, but by what he tells us /fa. lv. 2. 3. he fays, Hear, and
your foul fhall lrve. The Dead in Treipalles and Sins hear the Voice
of God, and live, even as the Dead in their Graves fhall hear it,

and
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and come forth, 7ohnv. 24.25. 28. 29. We do not reafon our-
felves into Faith 3 but the Gofpel of the Apoftles comes to us, not
in Werd only, but inPower, and in the Holy Ghofl, and in much
Aflurance ; and we hear God {peaking in the Scriptures, as Abra-
ham heard him {peaking to him by the Voice, and as the Dead fhall
hear his Voice : And we give the fame Credit to God as 4braham
did.

2. Abraham, in believing to become a Father, according to that
which was {poken, refpected God, not as concurring with Nature,
but as working beyond the Courfe of Nature altogether. He fe-
lieved God who quickeneth the deud, and calleth thsfe things which be
noty as though they were, vy, 17. 1f he had become a Father in the
natural Way, his Body not having been yet dead, even that could
not have been without God, in whom he lived, and moved, and had
his Being ; and he was to be refpected in it as the Author of Nature,
and as dire¢ing and influencing its whole Courfe. But when God
faid to him, who, according to Nature, bechoved to go childlefs,
8o fhall thy [ced te, he could not believe this without refpeéting
God as reverfing the Courfe of Nature, likeas in raifing the Dead.
He looked on the Saying of God which he believed, as on his cal-
ling the World out of nothing ; or as his {aying to the Darknels,
Let it be light, and it was light.

And he that works Rightcoulnefs, and is not guilty, may look
to God for Juftification 1n the natural Way, as one that knows
himfelf fit for being accounted righteous. But a Sinner, not work-
ing, but believing on God as juftifying the Ungodly, muft refpeé
him, in believing, as aéting quite beyond the Courfe of Nature,
even as raifing the Dead, and calling thofe Things that be not as
tho’ they were. Fhilofophy, that follows the Courfe of Nature, and
traces the Conncexion of Things in that Courfe, muft utterly fail a
Man here. He goes out of its Sphere the Moment he belicves on him
that raifed up Jefus our Lord from the Dead, for our Juflification.
As Nature is reverfed in that Refurre@ion, to believe to be jufti-
fied through that, 1s to look to God for Juftification out of the
Way of Nature altogether. And as the Life we are intitled to In
that Juftification is a fupernatural Lifc with Jefus Chrift from the
Dead, no wonder if our believing to be thus juftified be declared
the Effet of the Operation of God who raifed him. Nor need we
wonder, if the Works wherewith (his Faith works, and whereby it
fhews itfelf, be beyond the Sphere of what we call moral Virtue,

3. Abraham believed in hope againfl hope to become the Father
of many Nations, according to that which was fpoken, y 18. He
could find nothing about himfelf whereupon to flound his Hope of
becoming a Father : but, on the contrary, he faw every thing op-
pofite to fuch a Hope, and ferving to make him defperate about

D2 it;
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it ; as bis body now dead, and the deadnefs of Sara’s womb. Yet, in
believing that which was {fpoken, he had the moft fufficient Ground
for his Hope. The Word that God fpake gave him Confidence,
1n hoping to become the Father of many Nations, againft all that he
faw otherwife oppofite to that Hope.

In ike manner, the Sinner that works not, but believes on him
that juftifies the Ungodly, even him that raifed Chrilt from tlie
Dead, finds nothing about himfelf that can encourage him to cx-
pect Juftification, but every thing ferving to lead him to Defpair.
It juftifying Grace were difgenfed according to any Fitnefs where-
by one Man may be differenced from another as better qualified for
1it; he could find no fuch Fitnefs, no fuch Qualification in him to
encourage him to look for that Grace, but rather the contrary ; as
Paul {ays of himfelf, Chrift came to fave (inners, of whom [ am
chief. 1f his Acceptance with God fhould go upon any Termns
which he muft fulfil, he finds himfelf as much without Strength to
fulfil them, (and efpecially that of Sincerity, Fer. xvii. g.), as .1-
braham found himlglf for becoming a Father when his Body was
now dead. In a Word, he views himfelf in that fame Point of
Light wherein the divine Mercy held Men in fending the Son of
God to die for them, and wherein his Death refpeced them, /. e.
as Szuners, and Enemies to God 3 as Ungodly, and without Strength,
Chap.v. 6. 8. 10. and {o he works not to make himfelf righteous,
but, fecing all his Works againft the Hope of his Juftification,
prays, as the Publican, Be propitious to me, a finner. Forin belie-
ving, or giving Credit to the Teftimony of the Gofpel concerning
the Refurreéion of the Son of God, who, when we were yet with-
out Strength, in due Time died for the Ungodly, and rofe again
for their Juftification, he finds good Ground for the Hope of being
Juftified by that revealed Righteoufnefs which is unto all and up-
on all that believe, without Difference. He fees good Ground to
hope for the dlefledne/s of the man 1o whom God imputeth rightesufnefs
without works.  So his Hope of being juftified is againft his Feeling
and Experience ; but it is according to his Faith. For there is a
glorious Ground of Hope in that which he believes. And fo he
}valks in this Step of Abrabam’s Faith, b&elieving in hope againft
rpe.

4. There was fuch a Certainty in .9/rabam’s Faith, fuch a firm
Perfuafion of that which was fpoken, that no Objeé¢tion could {tand
in his Mind againft the Truth of it, and no room was left there
for a Thought of the Poflibility of its being falfe. He behoved to
be very certain, that what was fpoken was the Word of God, and
fo affent to it as his Teflimony, for whom it is impoflible to lie:
For he believed God ; he gave Credit to him, who calleth thofe

‘Things which be not as though they were. And fuch was his
| Confidence
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Confidence in the Word of God, that the Confideration of /:s5 own
body now dead, when he was about an hundred years old, and of the
deadnefs of Sarad’s womb, was not able to fhake it. His Faith did
not admit this to Confideration as an Objeétion againft the Word
of God. So he flaggered not at the promife of God through unvelsef,
being fully perfuaded, that what he had promifed, he was able

alfo to perform, y 19.20. 21.
And fuch a Certainty there is in the Faith of 4brakam’s Chil-

dren believing on him that juftifieth the Ungodly ; as we may {ce

Jrom fuch Texts as thefe. Luke 1. 1.—HWhich are moft [urely be-
lieved among us.  John vi. 69. We believe, and are fure. John
xvii. 8. 1 have given to them the words which thou gaveft me ; and

they have reccived them, and have known furely that I came out from
thee, and they have believed that thou didft fend me. Heb. xi. 1.
Faith is the confidence of things hoped for, the evidence of things not
feen. Heb. iii. 14. We are made partakers of Chrift, if we hold the
beginning of cur confidence ftedfuft unto tne end. 1 Thell.1. 5. Our
gofpel—came unto you—in much affurance. 1 Thefl.1i, 13. Ye re-
ceived it not as the word of men, but (as it is in truth) the word of
God, which effectually worketh alfo in you that believe., 1 Johnv.
9. 10. If we reccive the witnefs of men, the witnefs of God is great-
er.——He thar believeth on the Son of God, hath the witnefs in him-

felf. Heb. x. 22. Let us draw rear—in full affurance of fuith.
James i, 6. But let him afk in faith, nathing wavering.
The Faith of Miracles was a Type or Sign of the Faith that is to

the faving of the Soul, even as the Miracles were Signs of that
cternal Salvation which is by Faith. And wc {ee that Faith al-
ways oppoled to Doubting.

He that believes on him that juftifies the Ungodly, cannot be
doubting of that which he hears God faying, And the Confide-
ration of his own Unfitnefs to be juftiied, even the Impoflibility
of his being juftified in the natural Way, cannot make him ftagger
at the Word of God ; cannot fhake his Perfuafion, that God, who
ratfed Chrift from the Dead, for the Juftifiication of Sinners, is
able to make him, a Sinner, bleficd by the Imputation of Righte-
oufnefs without Works. For he looks on the Word of God
which he believes, as of the fame Power with that by which the
Worlds were framed, calling the Things that be not as though
they were, even as did Abrabam. And fo the Faith of God’s
Word has a Certainty in it, that Philofophy cannot boalt of.

But we muft not think, that he who 1s thus ccrtain of the Suf-
ficiency of Chrift’s Righteoufnefs to make him juft, is yet aflured
that this Righteoufnelgs is imputed to him, and thathe is madejuli
by it. For the Word of God concerning the Refurrcdion of

Chrift for the Juftification of Sinnerss, tcftitics indecd abundanttllly
e
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the Sufficiency of his Righteoufnefs to juftify the Ungodly, and
aflures him that believeth of Juftification : But it does not teftify
that this Righteoufnefs is imputed to us not believing, or if we
believe not ; nor does it affure him that believeth not of Juftifica-
tion, but the contrary. And {o it cannot appear any other Way,
nor can we be any other \Way fure, according to the Word of
God, that he imputes this Righteoufnefs to us, but by our Faith
working with our Works, as Abrasam’s Faith did with his Works
when he was declared to be juit. When we believe on him that
raifed up Chrit for the juftification of the Ungodly, we believe
tiat we may be jufllified by this. And the Hope that arifes from
this Faith or Belief, is the Hope of being made juft, or of beco-
ming juft, by the Imputation of this Righteoufnefs. And fo the
Certainty or Aflurance that is in this Faith, is the Affurance of
this, that the Righteoufnefs of the Son of God, raifed for the Julti-
fication of the Ungodly for whom he died, is enough to juflify us
ungodly Sinners; is fufhcient, without more, to make us juft.
This certain firm Perfuafion of the Power of Chrift’s Refurreétion
to juftify us, is much like the Faith that Jelfus called for in the Cafe
of miraculous Healing, Matth. ix. 28, 29. Belicve ye that 1 am
able to do this ? According to your faith be it unto you. ‘The Le-
per profefled this Faith, who came to him, faying, If tiou wilt,
thou canlt make me clean. He was at his Mercy, who was no way
obliged to apply his healing Power to him; but he made no Que-
ftion of his Power to heal him. He was fully perfuaded of his
Ability to do it: And by this Faith he was healed ; for Jefus faid
upon it, Jwill, be thou clean. But to him that faid, Jf thou conft
ao any thing, have compaffion on us, and help us ; his Anfwer was,
If thou cainft believe, all things are poffible to him that belicveth.
This Man knew, that Jefus, and his Difciples likewife, had caft out
Devils, and cured many. DBut as he had brought his Son to the
Difciples, and they could not cure him, he did not know if Chrifl’s
Power extended to this grievous Cafe. So he doubted of his Abi-
Ety, and did not beleve it with a particular Application to this
Cafe wherein he needed it. And the Lord’s Anfwer to him plain-
ly fignifies, that the Defect lay there, and-that he ought to belicve
him able to do this that he wanted. And fuch is the particular
~pplication that is in juftifying Faith., For, feeing thefe miracu-
lous Cures were Signs of his Power to forgive Sins, Faith in his
Biood for the Remiflion of Sins an{wers to the Faith of thofe who
were healed. And fo the Doubting that is oppofed to Faith in the
Blood of the Son of God for Juftification by the Remiffion of Sins,
muft be our hefitating about the Sufficiency of that Blood alone to
jultify us, and our not being fully perfuaded, by the Teftimony of

God, that it is ablc to make us jult, when we can find nothing a-
- bout
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bout ourfelves to contribute to our Juftification, but every thing
making againtt it.

5. Abraham gave Glory to God, when he believed in Hope againft
Hope, according to what was {poken, and was f{trong in that
Faith, y 20.

If he could have contributed any thing toward the making sood
of that which was fpoken ; he had then fomething to glory in be-
fore another not fo fit as he. But when it was quite otherwife,
he pave God the whole Glory of that which he believed God alone
was able to perform. His Faith glorifted him as God who raifes
the Dead, and calls thofe Things that be not as though they were.

Even {o, when we work not to make ourfelves juft, but be-
licve on him that raifed Jefus for the Juftification of the Ungodly,
we give him the whole Glory of our Juftification, as not pretend-
ing to contribute any thing toward it ourfelves, but acknewledging
him who diftinguifhes himfelf as Ged, and manifefts his Glory in
this Juftification.

A Sinncr that ftudies to be made fitter than another for being
juftified, cannot be believing the Sufficiency of Chrift’s Righteoul-
nefs to juftify him, nor glorifying God who juftifies the Ungodlv
by that Righteoufnefs. He that would work to make himfelf righ~
tcous, muit fuppofe to himfelf a God that will not punith every
Tranfpreflion, nor curfe every one that continues not in all Things
commanded. He muft fuppofe to himfelf a God that will juftity
by an imperfeét Righteoufnefs ; and {o loves not Righteoufnefs nor
hates Iniquity as God, butas he would pretend to do himfelf. But
he that believes on him who raifed Jefus from the Dead for the Ju-
{tification of Sinners, refpets him as God, fhewing the infinite
Oppofition of his Goodrefs unto all Iniquity in the Death of Chrift
delivered for the Offences of Sinners, and fhewing his Love to
Righteoufnefs, as jultifying by a perfeé Righteoufnefs, in raifing
him fron the Dead ; even that-Righteoufnefs v hich the Sen of God
finithed on the Crofs : And {o not being ignorant of the Juftice of
God, he goes not about to eflablith his own Righteoufnefs, but
glovifies the Name of the righteous Father, whom the World knew
not, as that Name is manifefted by Jefus Chrift,.

Again, The Sinner that works to make himfelf juft, muft fu{ppo['c
to himfclf a God that has no Mercy to thew to the Worthlefs and
Miferable, (the only proper Objeéts of Mercy), nor any Grace to
manifelt but unto thofe who differ from others by fome excelling
Qualification. He muft fuppofe to himfelf a God who cannot Thew
Mercy to whom he will, but according to thofe Differences wheres
by Sinners may glory over one another, faying, as the Pharifee;
God, I thank thee I am not as other men, or as this publican. But

he that believes on him who raifed Chrift for the Juftification-of
QINNCTS,
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Sinners, acknowledges the Glory of the divine Mercy and Grace -
fending the Son of God, fubftituting him in the room of the Un-
godly to whom God would fthew Mercy, delivering him for their
Offences, and raifing him for their Juftification, without refpe& to
any Difference wherein one Man can find himfelf excelled by an-
other. This is to fhew Mercy like God.  Jultification is by Faith,
that it might be by this Gracc. And he that works not, but be-
lieves to be juftified by Grace frecly through the Redemption that
is in Chrift’s Blood, gives God the Glory of his Mercy, faying, as
the Publican, God de propiticus ts me, a friner. And the {tronger he
1s in this Faith, the more he glorifies God as did Aératam.

Thus we have feen the Steps ot .Jbrahan’s Faith wherein they
walk who belicve in Chrift for Righteoufnefs. And we may be
encouraged to walk in them by thefe Words of the Prophet, // lL.
1. 2. 3. Hearken to me, ye that follow after righteoufnefs, ye that
@ feck the Lord : look unto the rock whence yo are hewn, and to the hole
of the pit whence ye are digged. Look unts Abraham ysur futher,
and unto Sarabh that bare you ; for [ called him aloney and blefled him,
and increafed him, For the Lord will comfort Zion : he will comfort
oll her wafle places, and he will maxe her wilderiefs like Eden, and
ber defert like dhe garden of the Lord,

The Effects of Faith.

2 CoRr. v, 13.

We having the fame [pirit of faith, according as it 15 written, I le-
lieved, and therefore have I fpoken : we alfo believe, und therefore

fpeak.

HE Apoftle here refers to what the Pfalmift faid in the Name

of Chrift, Pfal. cxvi. 10. 1 believed, therefore have I fpoken :

£ was greatly affidled. And he fhews us, that as Jefus believed,
and therefore fpake when he was perfecuted to Death for the Truth ;
even fo his Apoftles, fuffering for that fame Truth which they alfo
frea'ch.ed, were preferved from Defpair, and encouraged to hope
ike him by the {ame Spirit of Faith that was in him. For he fays,

YV 14. Knowing thai bhe which raifed up the Lord Fefus, fhall raife up
us alfo by Fefus, and fhall prefent us with you.
But this Spirit of Faith is none of thofe Things that were pecu-

liar to the Apoftles : For Peter {peaks thus to all true Chriﬁi}a)ns,
2 &°¢le
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2 Pot. 1. 1. To them that have obtaincd like precious faith with us,
Even as Pau/ {ays to the Philippians, Let your converfation be as it
becometh the gofpel.——Stand fuft in one [pirit, with one mind, [trie.
ving together for the faith of the gofpel ; and in nothing terrified by
your adverfaries : which is to them an evident token of perdition, but
to you of falvarion, and that of God. For unis you 1t is given in the
behalf of Chrift, ust only to believe on him, but alfo to fuffer for his
Sake 5 having the fame confliét which ye faw in me, and now hear to
be tn me, Phil. 1. 27.—30. And Jelus prayed the Father, not for
his Apoftles only, (" Fohn xvii. 20. 21.), but for all that [hall be-
licve on me through their word, that they all may be one, 1. e. in the
Truth, having the fame Spirit of Faith. They have it not all in
the fame Mecafure. And none of them has it in that Perfeétion
wherein Jefus had it: For in all his Followers the Flefh lufts a-
gainft the Spirit of Faith, But they all have it, and are all fitted
by it to follow him the Author and Finifher of their Faith, though
none of them come fully up to the Perfection of the Pattern,

The Holy Gholt, by whofe Power Jefus was conceived holy in
the Virgin’s Womb, dwelt in him as the Spirit of Faith forming
him into a Temper and Difpofition fuitable to the Faith wherein
he grew up from his Infancy. And this is the Spirit of Chrift,
which if any Man have not, he is none of his. Yea, no Man ¢an
make a right Profeflion of the Faith, but by the Holy Ghott.

The Truth that Jefus believed is the fame that all his Followers
believe unto Righteoufnefs, and confefs unto Salvation, even this
Truth that he heard from the Father at his Baptilm, viz. TH /S
1§ MY BELOVED SON, IN WHOM I AM WEL L
PLEASED. ‘Thisis the Truth imported and demonftrated in
his Refurreétion from the Dead ; this is the great Scope of all
Scripture-revelation : And this is the Word that he gave his Dif-
ciples, to diftinguifh them from the World, that hated them for it ;
praying his Father, that they might be fanétified through this Truth.
He believed i1t, and thercfore fpake it : So do they, having the
{fame Spirit of Faith. .

The Son of God was from Eternity perfe@ly confcious of his be-
ing the fame God with the Father and the Holy Ghoft, and of
his being a diftinét Perfon from them in the fame Godhead, the
Perfon to be fent forth, made of a WWoman, made under the Law,
to fulfil it for Sinners, and reconcile them to God by his Death,
as a Sacrifice well pleafing to the Father. And fo he had no need
to be told that he 1s the beloved Son of God in whom he is well
pleafed ; hc could not have any occafion for this Revelation, nor
any ufe for the Faith of it. But when he became Man, he then
knew this Truth in his human Soul, the fame way that we alfo
know it, by the fame Spirit of Faith, opening his Ear to hear the

‘ E Word
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Word of God, and making him give Credit to the divine Tefti-
mony in Revelation.  As he grew 1 Wildom, he grew up from
a Child in the Knowledge of this Truth, by means of the Old Te-
{toment Scriptures, and the Revelation to his Mother concerning
him before his Conception. See Luke n. 46. 47. 48. 49. When
he came to the Baptifm of 7741, undertaking ts fulfil all righteouf-
zef5 for his People, he therein profefled the Faith of his being that
Perfon by whom God fhould be reconciled to Men, even the Son
of God, made under the Law, to fulfil it for Sinners. And he was
confirmed in this Faith, by the Defcent of the Holy Ghoft upon
him, and by the Father’s Voice from Heaven teftifying the fame
Thing that he believed from his Infancy.

Fobhn Baptift, who faw and heard this, teftified of Jefus as the
Son of God, who, coming from Heaven, is above all that ever
were fent of God to fpeak to Mecn, and as the only proper Object
of the Father’s Love. And he allo teftified of the Father’s being
well pleafed in him, whom he heard undertaking to fulhl all Righte-
oufnefs for his Pcople ; for he faid, Behold the Lamb of God, that
taketh away the (iin «f the world.  And he foretold, that this lns Te-
ftimony of him would be fully proved by his baptizing with the Ho-
ly Gholt and with Fire ; as we fee he did on the Day of Peutecsft.

Jefus, after this Confirmation of his Faith at Fs/n’s Baptifm,
and after the Trial of it by the Temptation of Satan, which he o-
vercame by the Word of God, contefled and preached this Truth
which he believed. He thewed himfelf to /firae/, 2s the beloved
Son of God, by the Scriptures of the Old Teftament, by the Te-
ftimony of 7s/#, by the divine Works that he wrought among
them, and by the Father’s Voice from Heaven : And, condemn-
ing their Righteoufnefs wherein they gloried, he declared to them,
‘That he was come to fulfil the Law ; that he did always thofe
Things that pleafe the Futher ; and that he came down from Hea-
ven to give his Flefh and Blood for the Life of the World. \When
he was perfecuted by the Fews for this Truth that he believed and
{pake, he perfevered in the Belief and Confellion of it to the Death,
laying down his Life upon it. And, even under the hiding of his
Father’s Face from his Soul, he confefled it to the Father, faying,
O my Father, if this cup may not pafs away from me except I drink it,
thy will be doiie 5 and, Father, into thy hands I commend my [pirit.
"The Holy Ghoft dwelling in him as the Spirit of Faith, fuitained
bim in his Agony, when through that eternal Spirit be offered him-
felf without Spot a Sacrifice to pleafe the Father. The Obedience
he then learned from the Things that be fufered, even the perfeé
Submiflion and Subjection to the \Vill of the Father in drinking
that Cup, was the Effe@ of his believing himfelf to be the Father’s

teloved Son, in whom he is well plea(zd.  And by thuis Faith, and
‘ not
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not by any Senfe or Feeling of the Father’s Love, was his Soul
kept from Defpair in his Agony, and encouraged, when exceed-
ing {orrowful unto Death, to hope for the Refirre&ion of eternal
Lifc to himfelf, and to all his Pcople.

We may therefore look on this Faith as the Principle of his O-
bedience to the Death, by which we believe to be juftified, and to
which this Belief muit conform us. And we cannot rightly think
of him as our Pattern, without thinking of this Spring of his Con-
duc¢t; nor can we walk as he walked, if we have not the fame Spi-
rit of Faith that formed his Charater, and conducted him in his
Life and Death. If then we would know what muft be the Effeéts
of the Faith in us, we may look to the Effe&s of it in our Pattern,
the Author and Finither of our Faith. And to this Purpofe let us
obferve the following Inftances.

1. The Spirit of Faith influenced him to profefs the Truth that
he belicved, though the Profeflion of it expofed him to the Hatred
and Contcmpt of the World, and of the belt efteemed in the \WWorld ;
though it made him a Scorn to his Enemies, and a Fcar to his
Friends, even when left alone to confefs it in the certain Profpeét
of Death for it : [ beolieved, therefore have I fpoken ; I was greatly
affiéted. The fame appeared in the Apoftles and firft Chriftians
having the fame Spirit of Faith. And we fee how the Profeflion
of the Faith is infifted on every where in the New Teftament, and
connefted with Salvation: With the heart man believeth vnto righte-
onufiefs, and with the mouth confeffion is made to falvation,

The Truth that Jefus and his Apoftles believed and f{pake, is {1-
gnified to us in all the Ordinances of the New [eftamcent. And
we confefs it in the Obfervation of thefe according to the Inftitu-
tion ; as we may fec from Heb. x. 22.—25. 1t is truc, Men ob-
{erve thefe Ordinances wherein the Faith is profcffed without the
Spirit of Faith, when they go about, by them, to eftablifh their own
Righteoulnefs againft Chrift, whofe Righteoufnefs ‘is fignified in
them, as that which pleafcs God 5 even as the 72ws did by the Or-
dinances of Wortfhip in the Old Teftament, But if any would feem .
to be fpiritual, in fhewing Neglect to any of thofe Inftitutions
wherein the T'ruth is figniticd to us, and profefled by us, we may
fay the Spirit that conduéts them in this is not the Spirit of Faith.

2. The Spirit of Faith made Jefus a Defpifcr of Tradition, with
all the Do&rines and Commandments of Men in Religion, and at
the fame time a Reverencer of divine Revelation, to which he fhew.
ed the greateft Refpe& and Subjeétion, in the Scriptures of the
Prophets, and in the Miniftry of Fobn Buptiftf. For divine Faith
depends wholly on divine Revelation.  Faith hears nothing bug
(God’s Word ; and it bearkens to all that he {ays, with a Refpect

due to the Authority of the Speaker : Therefore it is the Charaé‘re_;"
E 2 0
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of Jefus, and of all his Followers in the Faith, that they tremd/e
at God’s Word, If. Ixvi. 2. 3.

The Spirit of Faith led Jefus, who fhewed Neglect to Ufages that
had no Foundation but in Tradition, into the diligent Obfervation
of every divine Precept. Hec oblerved the Precepts of /Vo/es, care-
fully keeping the Paffover befere he futfered.  And he came all the
way from Galilee to Forden to be baptized of Foin. "V fame
Spirit of Faith appeared in all his iirit Followers, both 7ews and
Gentiles, keeping the Ordinances of the Gofpel as the Apoftles de-
livered them, who reccived them from the Lord. We {ee how
readily they fubmitted to Baptifim as foon as they believed, and
how they atfembled on the firft Day of the Week to break Bread.
The Churches, after the firft Church in Ferufulem, continued {ted-
faftly in the Doétrine, Fcllowthip, Breaking of Bread, and Prayers,
praifing God. For when the Gentiles received the Word of the
Apoltles as the Word of God, and it wrought effectually in them,
1t made them Followers of the Churches of God which in 7udes
were 1n Chrift Jefus. And the forfaking ot the affembling together
for the Obfervation of the Ordinances, is placed as an Evidence of
Apoftafy from the Faith. The believing Fews {lill obferved the
Precepts of Mofes, till their Conf{ciences were loofed from the Ob-
ligation of them by Revelation ; while the believing Ceutiles did
not obferve thefe Precepts, becaufe they had divine Revelation for
their not obferving them. So both Fews and Gentilory as well in
the Things wherein they yet diftered, as in the Things to which
they had already attained, and were agreed in, fhewed Subje@ion
to the divine Authority in Revelation, trembling at God’s Word,
as Jefus did before them. And upon this Footing they were called
to forbear one another in Love, as to the Things whercin they
differed, endeavouring to keep the Unity of the Spirit in the Bond
of Peace. But an Unity among Chriftians, that {tands by difpen-
fing with the Negleét of any Truth or Precept of Revelation, and
by indulging a Regard to the Doérines and Commandments of
Men, cannot be called the Unity of the Faith. A Friendfhip that
is cultivated by forbearing one another, in difrcaarding any Com-
mandment of God, and in the keeping of human Tradition, can-
not be Friendfhip with Je{vs Chritt, who fays, Ye vire my friends,
i) ye dowhatfoever I eommanid you : and, If @ man leve me, he will
kech my words ; and, He that Leetis me noty keepeth not my fayings.
.'F‘OI‘_ pe that faith e alidzth ia bii, ciizht ramfelf alfs [0 to wulk, even
as ie waelkeld,

3. 1he Spirit of Faith made jeits a Lover of the Truth which
he belicved, and a Hater of every Thing oppofite to that Truth,
Faith werketh by clarity or love ; and 1t wrought in Jefus by that
codrity wiich reiziverh ot in ynvighteofnefs, but rejorceth with t/;e

Aruth.
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truth. He loved the Father’s Name, manifefted in that Truth as
mfinitely juft and merciful, And he loved them that were of that
Truth, for the trut’’s fake, which he gave them, and they received.
Therefore he {aid to his Father, O rightesus Father, ithe werld hath
nop known thee ; but 1 have known thee, and thefe have known that
thou buft fent me.  And [ have declured to them thy name, cud will
deciare, that the leve wherewith thou haft loved me, may be in them,
and I tn them, While he deliphted in them that were of the Truth,
" he confidered them as oppofite to the World, that hated them for the
fake of the Truth that they received from him 3 and he loved them
becaufe they were not of the World : For he took no Pleafure in
worldly Men. He confidered the beft efteemed among them (who
were the moft {elf-rightcous) as the greatelt Haters of the divine
Name, Enemics both to the Merey and Juftice of God manitelted
in the Truth that he heard from the Father; and ke looked on
them with Anger and Grief.  Yea, he was alfo difpleafed with his
Difciples when at any time they fhewed a Temper oppolite to the
Truth that they believed. He confidered the beft of the unbelie-
ving fews who oppofed that Fruth as the Children of the Devil ;
and he aferibed any Oppofition to it that he found in his Difciples
to the Influence of Satan upon them. Such was his Charity.

His Commandment to his Followers in the Faith 1s, That they
locve one another, even as he loved them ; and they were diltin-
suithed from the Beginning by their Obedience to this Command.
The Scriptures of the Apoftles are full of Exhortations to it, as the
native Yruit and proper Fvidence of unfeigned Faith,  And they
cvery where arreét Chriftians in the outward Expreflions and Pra-
¢tice of that Love, which is their Obedience to the Gofpel.  For
the Followers of Jefus love one another, not 11 Word and in
Tongue, but n Work and in Truth, as he did.

But as Jefus believed, that he was to rcconcile Enemies to God,
and fo gave his Life for them a Sacrifice well pleafing to the Fa-
ther ; his Charitv, the Fruit of this Faith, wroupht alfo in the way
of Benevolence or Good-will to thofe whom he looked on =23 his
Enemics for the fake of the Truth, and who perfecuted Iim to
Death for it in their Tgnorance and Unbelief, So he prayed, Futher,
forgrve themy for they kusw nat what they do.  And he requires the
fame Good-will to Encmics in his Followers ; commanding them
to love their Enemies, to blefs them, to pray for them, and to do
them good.

Jefus is a Pattern to his Followers in the Faith, not only in do-~
ing good efpecially to the Houfhold of Faith, as to whom Charity
rejoices with the Truth, but allo in doing good to all Mcn, to-
ward whom it works in the way of Grace and Good-will.  His
whole Obedience to the Death was a Work of Grace and I\'I‘crrcybt‘o

mrerapie
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miferable Sinners, to the Worthlefs and Wretched ; for the End of
it was to reconcile them to God. He went about always doing
good, relieving the Diftrefled. Andtho’ he himfelf was fupported by
the Liberality of thofe that miniftred to him of their Subltance ; yet
we fee his little Bag, that was fometimes empty, was olpen to the
Poor. His Doérine of Almfpiving, againft Covetoufnefs, was
ridiculed by the Pharifees, who gave much Alms. And the good
‘Works that are required throughout the New Teftament, as the
Fruits and Evidences of Faith, are Works of Mercy and Almf-
%eeds, to be done to all Men, but efpecially to the Houfhold of
aith,

The Charity of Jefus, or his Love'to the Truth that he believed and
fpake when he was greatly afflicted, thewed itfelf alfo in enduring all
that Afli¢tion for the fake of that Jruth. And {fo he is the Pattern
of the Charity that enlureth all things. The Chriftian Zeal 1s the
Fervency of the Chriftian Charity ; and as that Zeal is the Zeal of
good Works, fo it likewife appears in refifting unto Blood, ({tri-
ving againft Sin, after his Example, who endured the Contradicti-
on of Sinners againit himfclf, and endured the Crofs. The Fews
had a zea/ of G'id that moved them to perfecute him for the Truth ;
but, in oppofition to thefe Children of the Devil, his Zeal thewed
itfelf in fuffering for the Truth. In like manner, his firlt Follow-
crs counted all Things Lofs for the Excellency of the Truth, and
fuftered the Lofs of all Things for it. And we fec from this fame
Paffage, that the Apoftles looked on the Truth, which they allo
believed and fpake, as a precious 77ew/fie in their Pofleflion, for
the fake of which they loved not their Lives to the Decath.

Now this 1s that Charity, or Love of the Truth, that 1s oppo-
{ite to the Love of the World, and to all its Lults, and can dwell
only in a Heart purified by Faith. This is that great Effect of the
Faith, in Jefus, and in all thofe that have the fame Spirit of Faith,
Others may talk of this Chriftian Virtue ; but they can know no-
thing about it. :

4. The Spirit of Faith in Jefus, was the Spring of that Suicerity
2w Trath in him, in whofe Mouth Guile was not to be found.
There was a perfe@ Agreement betwixt the Belief of his Heart and
the Confeflion of his Mouth., He believed, and therefore he {pake ;
not as the Pharifees, drawing near to God with the Mouth, in-
ttantly worthipping Day and Night by Sacrifice in the Profeflion of
the Hope of the Promite of Chrift made to the Fathers, while their
Hearts were far removed from him in the way of Self-rightcoufnefs.
And thefe are followed by Men profefling with the Mouth in the
Chriftian VWorfhip, that God is well pleafed in his beloved Son ;
and, under this {ame Profeflion, going about to eftablifh a Righte-

oufnefs of their own, and to reconcile them{elves to God anothey
Way,
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Way. ‘Thus their Profeflion of the Faith is aLie: And for this
Antichrift is called a Liar. In oppolfition to his Followers, it is
{faid of the Followers of the Lamb, whofe Blood makes them
without Fault before the Throne, That /s their mouth was found
no guile. Agreeably to this fays the Plalmift, Blefled is the man
1unto whom the Lord imputeth not iniquity, and in whafe [pirit no guile.
And he gives this Chara&ter of an Inhabitant of God’s Houfe, That
he /peaketh the truth in his heart., The Truth that Jefus believed
and fpake, is the Spring of all the real Sincerity that is to be found
in the Hearts of Men. ‘The Apoftles preached it in jimplicity and
godly fincerity 5 and, as the Apoftle fays in this Paffage, renounced the
Dididen things of difponefly, not walking in craftine/sy nor handling the
word of God deceitfully s tut by manifeftation of the 1ruth, commend;r g
ourfelves to every maw’'s confcience, in the fioht of God.,  And [ingle-
nefs of beart was from the Beginning the remarkable Effet of it in
them that believed it 5 therefore it is faid, Eph. iv. 21. 22. 23. 25.
If [0 be ye have beard himy and have been tayoht by himy as the truth
15 in Jefus : that ye put off concerning the furmer couverfuation, the 5ld
man, which 1s corrupt according to the Jeceitfil lults, and be yenvwed
1 the fpirtt of your minde——Wherefire putting aiway lying, [fpedt o-
very man truth wiin his neighbour : for we aie wembers one of ai
trier,

They who would pleafe God by Sincerity, and make that which
they {uppofe or, {eek to find in themiclves the Term of their Acce-
ptance with him, would do well to examine their Sincerity in this
Profeflion, That God is well pleafed in bhis beloved Son. ™ For it
this Faith be not unfeigned, if they do not unfeignedly love this
Truth, and them that are of it, there is no Sincerity in them. No
Man can be {fincere in this Profeflion without the Spirit of Faith.
And every one that is {incerc in this Profeflion, puts off the old
Man, which is corrupt according to the deceitful Lufts.

§. Vhe Humilsty and Self-denial of Jefus was the Effect of the
Spirit of Faith in him. For believing himfclf to be the Son of God
come down from Heaven, to give his Flefh and Blcod for the Life
of the World ; therefore, having taken upon him the Form of a
Servant, and being found in Fafhion as a Man, he humbled him-
felf, and became obedient to Death, even the Death of the Crofs.
- When he condefcended to wafh the Feet of his Difciples, and Peter
rcfufed it, he fignified to him, that if he did not humble himfelf,
and condefcend farther to wafh him ftom his Sins in his ewn
Blood, he could have no Part with him : And when he called his
Difciples to Humility and Self-denial, in ferving one another, he
fet his own Example before them in this manner, For even the Scx
of man came not 1o be ferved, but to ferve, and to give his life a ran-
Jom for many, When Peter, who had confefled the Faith of Qq}e
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Son of God, fhewed Averfion to his humbling himfelf to the Dcath,.
he rebuked him feverely ; and aflured all his Followers, that they
muft deny themfelves, take up their Crofs, and follow him, The
fame Mind mufl be in them that was alfo in him, if they have the
fame Spirit of Faith, and believe the fame Truth that he believed.
It was in the Faith of this Truth, that he fhewed the greateft Scif-
denial, and moft humble Submiflion to the Will of the Father, when
he {aid, Not my willy but thine e done :  For he looked on himfelf
in the View that is exprefled in thefe Words, Sacrifice, and offer-
ang, and burnt-sfferings, anl [in-offering thou didft not will, netther
waft well pleafed, (which are offered by the law ) ; then faird he, Lo,
£ come to o thy will, O God,  He taketh away the firfl, that Fe may
eftwl] b the fecond. By the whick will we are fanétified, through the
offeiing of the body of Fefur Chrift once.~——For by one offering be
bath perfefte ! fir coer thew that are fanctied, Heb. x. 8. 9. 10. 14.
So, believing himfelf to be the Son of God, in whofe Sacrifice of him-
fclf the Father is well pleafed, he denied himfelf to the Death for
his Plcafure in the eternal Reconciliation of his Pcople unto him :
And they who believe this fame I'ruth for their Juitification, muft
be thercby {elf-denied and humble s as they fee the Son of God
humbled to Death for the Pride that {eparated them from God, and
behold how agreeable Humility and Self-denial 1s to God ; and as
they know that he 1s not to be well pleafed in them, through any o:.-
celling Qualification whereby they may glory over other Men, bat
only in his beloved Son, by whole one Offering all forts of Sinncve,
without Diftinétion, are eternally confecrated to God. The Faih
of this in a Sinner drawing near to God, {trikes at the Root of all Lis

Pride ; while they that would prefunie to picafe God, in the\Way of

thanking him that they are not as other Men, (let it be even for
their Hunnlity), are cherifhing within their Hearts the very Spring
of all that Pride that is hateful to God, and from which they muft
be converted, and become as little Children, or never enter L
Kingdom.

The Love of the Truth that Jefus believed and fpake, is dc-
fcribed in oppofition to all the Work of Pride, 1 Cor.xiii. 4. .
Charity envieth not ; charily vauiteth iot ibfor, is not puffed up, dioth
wot behave itfelf unfeemly, fecketh nol ber owin, is not eafily provakes,
thinketh ns evil.  And thercfore the Apoftle 75/, exhorting Chiri-
ftians to love one another for the Trath’s fake, always fpecks to
them as /r7tle Children, made fo by the Knowledge of the Truth
Jeins, who believed and fpake this Truth, is pointed out tous in
thefe Words, Pfal. cxxxi. My beart is not haughty, nor mine eyes
lofty : neiiler do [ exercife myfelf 1n great matters, or in thinos 1o
high for me. Surely I have bebaved and quieted myfelf as a child
that is weaicd of bis mother ¢ omv foul is even as a weaned child.

And
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And all they who have this for the Ground of theit Hope of Ac-
ceptance with God, muft be the fame way difpofed, muft be learn-
ing of him this fame Meeknefs and Lowlinefs of Heart. As Jefus
{fought not his own Glory, but the Honour of him that fent him,
when he fpake this Truth that he believed, and was greatly afflit-
ed; even fo we fee from this Paflage how his Apoftles behaved,
believing and f{peaking the fame Truth, y 5. We preach not our-
felves, but Chrift Fefus the Lord, and ourfelves your /frvant.r for Fe-
Sus fake. ‘Their pretended Succeflors have behaved manifeftly in
the very contrary Way, to the Reproach of Chxiftianity. But this
came to pafs through their departing from the Faith, as the Apo-
ftles foretold. -

6. The Spirit of Faith in Jefus caufed him to hope for the Joy
that was fet before him in the Word, that comforted him under his
great Affli¢tion. For Faith in him, as well as in all his People,
anfwers to this Defcription that the Apoftle gives of it, Heb. xi. 1.
Faith is the confidence of things hoped for, the evidence of things not
feen.  And {o he fays in this Paflage, Our light affliction, which is
but for a moment, worketh for us a far more exceeding and eternal
weight of glory 3 while we look not at the things which are feen, but
at the things which are not [een.

The Hope of Jefus is thus defcribed by the P/a/mifl, P/al. xvi.
9. 10. 11.— My flefb fhall reft in hope. For thou wilt not leave my
foul in the feparate flate ; neither wilt thou fuffer thine holy One to
[ee corruption. Thon wilt [fhew me the path of life : fulnefs of joys
with thy countenance, pleafures at thy right hand for evermore. In
this Hope he commended his departing Spirit into the Father’s
Hands, and promiled to the Thief on the Crofs the Happinefs of
the heavenly Paradife, that very Day, with him in the feparate
State, And we fee, from the Beginning of the following Chapter,
that the Apoftles, having the fame Spirit of Faith, expected, upon
the Diflolution of the Body, to be prefent with the Lord Jefus in
Heaven, to be at home there with him from whom they were now
abfent in the Body, and to fée him there in whom they now Jelie~
ved, Jefus hoped to be made full of Joy with the Father’s Coun-
tenance, that was hid from his Soul for the Sins of his People, and
promifed himfelf Fulnefs of Joy in the nearelt View and moft live-
Iy Senfe of that which he faw not, but only believed, when he was
greatly aflited ; even the Senfe of the Father’s bein'ﬁ well pleafed
in him. He hoped that his Soul, beholding the Father’s reconci-
led Face, would have Communion with the Father in that fame di-
vine Glory that ke, the Son of God, had with him before the
‘World was. And he will give this fame Glory to the Souls of

them that believe, who leing juflified by faith, rejoice in hope of the
f[ﬂ?‘) q‘ GOd 3
[ Jefus
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Jefus expefted that the Father, well pleafed in his Obedience te
the Death, would reward it by a glorious Life from the Dead at
his right Hand. He hoped for this Reward as the full Manifefta-
tion of the Father’s infinite Satisfaction and Delight in the doing of
His will by his beloved Son. He looked for a Reward, in that Life
from the Dead, fuitable to the Dignity of his divine Perfon conde-
fcending to do this Service, and in the Enjoyment of which he
would appear like himfelf, and as it becomes the Son of God to
appear. So that if he was humbled to Death in the Body prepared
to him when he came to do the Father’s Will, he hoped to be ex-
alted in that Body by a glorious Life from the Dead on the Father’s
right Hand, reigning in midft of his Enemies till they be made his
Footftool, judging the World, and inheriting all Things made
new, as Heirof all Things; and by this he expeted that the divine
Glory of his Perfon, which he had with the Father before the
World, and which was vailed in his Humiliation, fhould fhine
forth in its Brightnefs to Angels and Men. Therefore he prayed
the Father in thefe Words, 7 have glorified thee on the earth, I have
Jrnifbed the work which thou gavelt me to do. And now, O Father,
f/or.fy me with tnine own [elf, with the glory which 1 had with thee

efore the world was,

As Jefus hoped for this glorious Life from the Dead to himfelf,
and to all his People, as his Reward; fo all that have the fame
Spirit of Faith hope to thare with him, as joint Heirs, in that Re-
ward of his doing that Will of the Father whereby they are jufti-
fied. And fo the Apoftle fays in this Context, Kuowing that fe
which raifed up the Lard Fefus, fhall raife us up alfo by Fefus, and
Sfhall prefent us with you. They that have the Spirit of Faith hope
for his coming, having his Reward with him, to give to every one
of them according to his Works of Love to the Truth manifefting
their Belief of it.  And they are encouraged in the Work of Faith
and Labour of Love, and in fuffering for the Truth, by that Holy
Spirit of Promife giving them Fellowfhip with Jefus Chrift in the
Light of the Father’s Countenance, as an Earneft of the Glory that
fhall be revealed in them; fo that 17676 maketh not afhamed, becaufe
ire leve of God is [hed abroad in their bearts by the Holy Ghoft. And
this 1s the Chriftian Hope that every Man muft be a Stranger ta
who has not the Spirit of Faith.

7. The Patience of Jefus was the Effeét of the Spirit of Faith in
him when he was greatly afflicted. And this Patience appeared in
his Apoftles having the {ame Spirit of Faith, as we fee from this
Text and Context. Patience includes Faith, and all the ather
Effects of it, as being our abiding and continuing in them under
the Trial of Faith. Therefore Fames {ays, Let patience have her

terfect wark, that ye may be perfet and entirc, wanting natbz'nhg.
The
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'The Trial of Faith gives room to the whole Work of Faith. And
Patience includes all that Work. But Hope is an efpecial Ingre-
dient of it. Therefore it is called the Patience of Hope. And we
fee it was fo in Jefus the Author and Finifher of our Faith, who,
for the joy that was [et before him, endured the crofs, defpifing the
fhame. Patience in {uffering with Chrift, and Confolation by the
following Glory, is the great Scope of the Scriptures of the Pro-
phets, in whom the Spirit of Chrift teflifisd beforehand the [uffer—
ings of Chrift, and the glory that fhould follow. And the Gofpel,
preached by the Apoftles with the Holy Ghoft fent down from
Heaven, declaring the Sufferings of Jefus, with his following Glo-
ry, and calling us to {fuffer with him, that we may be glorified to-
gether, is wholly a Doétrine of Patience and Confolation. So that
God, manifefted in the Gofpel, is by this diftinguifhed, and from
this {tyled, The God of patience and confolation. And they who be-
lieve to be juftified by Chrift’s Patience, and look for the Glory fol-
lowing his Sufferings, muft arm themfelves with the fame mind, to

fuffer with him who hath fuffered for them in the flefh. Thercfore
we find Paul, profefling his Faith in Chrift’s Righteoufnefs, and
Love to that, in oppofition to his own ; at the fame time thewing a
{trong Defire toward the fellow/hip of his fufferings, and confermity
to his death, that{o he might attain to that refurreftion of the dead.
And he tells us, that all true Chriftians muft be t/us minded,

When Men profefling Chriftianity departed from the Apoftolick
Faith, they ftudied to fhun fuftering Perfecution for the Crofs of
Chrift. And having got hold of worldly Power to defend them-
felves from Perfecution, they departed from Chnift’s Command of
Sfubjeétion to the powers that be ; and they at laft employed that Power
to perfecute in the Name of the patient Fefus ! But this is one of
the Charaéers of Antichrift ; in oppofition to whom we find the
Charaéter of Chrill’s Followers in the Faith thus {tated in the Book
of the Revelaticn :  He that leadeth into captivity, fhall go into capti-
vity : he that killeth with the fword, muft be killed with the fword,
(compare Muatth. xxvi. §2.) Here 15 the PATIENCGCE and
the FA 1T H of the faints,

Having thus mentioned the moll remarkable Effeéts of Faith in
Jefus, and having at the fame time obferved how they appeared in
- thofe who had the {ame Spirit of Faith; we may now, by thele,
refle upon our Belief, and fee if it can appear unfcigned by its
proper Fruits. For if we have that fame Spirit of Faith, it muft
have the fame Effeétsin us: And if we have it not, wec are none
of Chrift’s, we are not Chriftians.

Let us fhew our Faith by its Fruits. And if we cannot pretend
to come up to the Perfetion of the finlefs Pattern, we may go forth

by their Footfteps who ftand in the New Teftament as Patternstg)f
c



A4 The Effests of Faith,

the Imitation of Chrift, having the Flefh in them lufting againft the
Spirit of Faith, as well as we, The Hebrews are put in mind of
the Apoftles, who firlt preached the Gofpel to them, and were their

firlt Prefbyters or Bifhops in Ferufalemm, when it is faid to them,

Heb. xail. 7. Remember your rulers who have [poken unto you the word
of God : whofe faith follow, confidering the end of their converfation.

Tefus Chrift the fame yefterday, axd to day, and for ever. Paul ap-

pears in the N=w Teftament as the Pattern of the Long-fuffering
and Grace of our Lord exceeding abundant to Sinners, with Faith
and Love that is in Chrift Jefus. And if we be Partakers of that
Grace, to them that believe in Chrift to eternal Life, whercof we
have a Pattern fhewed us in Pun/; then we mull take him likewife
for our Pattern in following Chrilt; as he fuys, Be ye followers of
me, cven as L alf” am cf Chrift; and as he allo fays, Thofe things
which ye have both learned and received, and heard and fé-n in mey

doy, and the God of peace fhall be <with yon. Thole Things which
they had heard and fecn in him, are the fame that he calls irze,

bonefl, jult, pugey lovely, and of good report.  And thefe were the
Effets of Faith. In thefe lay the Virtue of the firft Followers of
Jefus, and thefe had the Prwi/e among them.

THE END.




