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The Right of the Chrif-
tian People, &.

F one would know the truth in
any point, touching religion,that’s
in" controverfy between parties
contending for the preheminence
in this world, the keennefs of
each Fa&tion muft be far frem
im, and the lefs concern he has in the tem-
wral Interefts of either fide, he is the more
it to judge of the ftrength of their arguments,
hiar as thefe are able to inflruét him in things
hat have a reference to eternity. In the heat of
mtention, every party fnatches the readicft
eapon for felf-defence, or for the hurt of the
fverfary.  And in this cafe fomething of the
uth may be found o both fides, but mixe
ith & deal of falfehood, and in that field of
attle, it appears not like it felf; it drudges
ere to the ambition, avarice or flefhly eafe
t2 fet of men, and ferves to promote the
mporal intereft of one Faftion upon the
in of another ; and is ready to be treated by
ther fide according to the appearance it makes
it their intereft.. Yet truth, wherever it
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appears, demands regard, and it is not gy
leaft part of the duty we ow it, to contriby,
‘to our power to deliver it from the flaver;
1t put to by them that want only to ferve they
felvesofit, - .~ . . .

. Would it dot move.the indignation ‘of
man that indeed: believes the holy feriptur
to be the words of etetnal “ life, the wdrds of
God’s grace that teacheth us to deny ungodli
pefs and worldly lufts; and to look: for“tha
biefled hope; to fee thefe {criptures wrefled
by 21l parties of -men, contending for worldl;
preheminence in one fhape or other, to 4
iwer their defigns and. {erve them id’ thei
malice and guile, hypocrifies, envies and evl
{peakings againft one another 2 In oppofitio
to this, it becomes us to ftudy the exhortatior
given us by the apoftle Perer, when he' tells
us, Zhat all flefb is grafs, but. the word o
the Lord endureth for ever, and calls us t
lay afide all malice and gaile, and as new bom
babes to defire the. fincere, milk of the - word
thar we may grow thereby, if fo be, we have
tafted thatthe Lord isigracious.s -

- There is no controverly more famous among
us at this time, than that concerning the rigat
of the chriftian people, to elett their paftorn
and the power of the paftors in that matter.

The people’s right was not lond ago debat:
ed with no fmal] heat among the Epifcopal
diffenters from the eftablithed' church'; and
thefe of them that found their intereft in It
pleaded .moft - zealoufly fox it, with all the

'Cl‘:tiCifIﬁS on va:{m’rqcrén;igopm q.nd xagnl’ﬂ&:
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1]l the quotations of the antients, thaf iheie
uding could farnifh thém with: ~ For ail
s of clr:lfgymen,wi‘}‘l ftind up for the rightd
d liberries of the people, when tliey ﬁh(’i
s necelflary to raife thenifelves 5 the’, afidée-
om that, it will take a power of grace tomdké
lergyman 2 hearty friénd to the libéi"g of
be chrifbidn ‘people.‘ After mucl'g cohteédton
mong thefe clergymen, thiey at length {aw
eir intereft lay i coming togethet, and fucl
nion of the clergy is not the moft friendly
ing in the world to the liberty of the laity.
it we are now again amufled with a very
o debate in the eftablifh’d church on the
ne fubje€t. And one ‘would think, there
ult be Tomething in this right of the people;
hen no {ort of church rulers are athamed to
e recourfe to it on proper occafions, yea,
ey can glory in patronizing It, tho’ atthe
ne time, it muft be own’d, there is 4 orin- -
ple {not very chriftian) in the people, that
clines them to give good heed to thofe
schers,that zealouflly proclaim their right,and
ake the loudeft complaints to them of their
eriors, as encroaching upon it, And this con.
ation in the church is not very unlike- the
unge buftle and confufion in the {tate about the
cfe bill, Yet becaule it pretends an intereft
ithe [criptures and a concern in religion, it de-
uds the artention of themtharbelieve the ferip..
tsand would not defire to be utcer ftrangers to
0y thing that perrains to true religion, let she
terelts of the differing parties be what they
ill. For whether this debate iffue in their

{epara-
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feparation from one another, or their. coming
together on ,fome ‘general terms of agreemen
(in both which cafes we may luppofe, frop
what has hitherto appear’d, the clergy willfee
to themfelves) yet the truch 1s the tfuth fill
and fomething ought to be {aid for their fakes
who may be honeftly cnquiring after it, le
the number be never fo fmall.  For -howeveg
whimfical they may appear that feck the trut
without any worldly dcfign, but with a refpef
to -the world to come ; no man’s Jabour is il
beftowed .in contributing to their fatisfaction.

The. queftion about thecall to the minifiy
of the gofpel, or word of faith, fuppoles the
trath of that gofpel; and they thet are
unhappy as to disbelieve it, cannot plead anj
concern in the quefticn. They can go no furthe

.than this, that every man has a right to i
firu his neighbour in cvery thing that's goo
for him to know, as far as he is able, and as;
confiftent with the good- of the body politich
wherein they enjoy privileges together ; and s
it muft be in the power : f that body, to take
care thatit fuffer no damage, by any pretend
ed cxercife of this tight among the members
But as to the church or kingdom of Chrift
his officers and the whole order of that fociety
they have nothing to do abeut it, except it by
to fhew their greareit diflike and contempt 0
whatfoever appears moft agrceable to ‘the
golpel 5 tho’, after ali, 1t cannot be reckone
cxceeding difcreet in them thus far to meddle
with other mens matrers, whereof they ar

not the moft fit to judge. They are iniflced
ome
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rmetimes called upon and appéal’d to by both:
heties in this and other queftions about the
driftian inftitution, whon they plead reafon
nd nature’s Hght againft one another, where
dey have leafk to fay from the fcriptures; bue
dis is their folly and weaknefs to enquire at
he light of nature, whata pofitive inftitution
fould be. |
It is not & fign of cthe greateft regard to the
pipel, in them that profefls to believe it, to
peak as if what the New Teftament fays of
he miniftry of the word and {uch things, ferv’d
mly for that age wherein it ‘was committed
o writing. For if this were the cafe, why
hd we any thing but the effentials written
ous in that Book? And why dowe obferve and
imire the divine providence in the prefervati-
m of that book, 1n afociety that corrupted the
vhole of chriftianity, and in the bringing of it
min forth to the view of the nations, in their
wn languages, as his teftimony againft all the
aruptions of that fame focicty 2 And may not
ele of that Romarn church as well alledge, that
he New Teftament {erv’d indeed forthe time
herein it was written, but as for after-ages,
thelong’d'to them to adapt chriftianity to thefe
sthe New Teftament was {uited to thatage?
lowever it is manifeft they fpeak 'lies in hy-
hcrify, who make infinuations this way to
tedifcredit of the only rule of chriftianity,
dyet pretend, that the New Teftanent, and
¢ praltice of the firft chriftians recorded
tre, is theR.ule of their confciences as to this
tiiter of she' people’s cight,

That
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~ That the writings of the Old T‘?ﬂ
and the New contain 2 compleat revelaty
the will of Gad to men, cannot bedeny'd wi}
out .the higheft refletion on thd truth.of th
revelation, that plainly fets it {elf out as adg
claration of thewhole counfel of od,to whic
nothing can be added. The Old Teftames
plainly promifed, in its conclufion, a furth
revelation, and the New Teflament declgrgss
felf to be that revelation, while it concluds
with a curle on-them that add to it as we
as on them that take from. it, If therefore. th
New Teftament {ay nothing on this .quegis)
about New Teftament minifters, that depen
entirely on the gofpel, no man can fay &
thing of it that can be {ubmirtted to as adwit
inftitution, unlefs it could be proved that th
New Teftament has lodg'd'a power in M
man or fociety of men, to fay in thig matte
what they think fit, ortoaét in it as they plesi
and till this be done, whigh in all appearaps
will never be, we muft reft our felyes conten
with what the fcriptures fay, and .cxaming!
very thing that men tell us by that. .
And feeing the boly fcriptures contain
compleat revelation.of the will of God. to n
no inan cap now pretend to be fogalled ofGo
to the miniftry of the Word, as the 1nipirg
men, whom he choofed to giveour: that ¥¢t
Jation, and to whole mithon he bore witnels |
gn extraordinary mapner. But whes thefeme
weie to themthat had the divine orpcles fros
their mouths, that their writings; are, to Y5

our Lord faid ‘of she wtitings of Affes. ¥
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he prophets.s rthey haze Mofer ard the proa
slots let them bear them, and if tbey well uot
klicve Moles and the- proflers, neitker welh
ey be perfwadea tho’ one rofe from tle dead..
The queftion then is,how the holy feriptures
clare tnat men are called to the office of
eding Chrift’s people by his word {ully con-
uned in thefe Scriptures 2 For if the whole
unfe] of God be declared in them, and the
iniltry of the word of reyelation depend
holly on that revelation 5 no man can lawful-
jpretend a call from God to give out the leaft
Jdition to that revelation 5 and as little can
y pretend to be called of God to the mini-
by of the word already contained in‘the {crip-
wes, but according to thefe {criptures; and
ery iinan that’s called according to them has
8 call. :

The New Teflament law fpeajcs not fo clear-
yof any thing, touching that miniflry of the
fpel which the Apoitles left behind them
the eartl:, as ofthe charalters of them chat
nld exercife this office, which are exprefs
1the epiftles to Tzmothy -and Tétus, and of
e manner wherein they ought to exercife it,
is to be feen in Paul’s difconrfe to the E-
fian elders, in Ferer’s exhortation to elders,
tinour Lord’s commiffion to minifters with
lom he promifes to be prefent to the end of
( WUI'Idi - ‘ .
lt was moft neceffary, that the chriftian law
tld be exprefs on: the charalters of the per-
i that fhould exercife this fzcred office, fee-
{it is not confin'd to any flefhly feed or
| B . Par
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lpi'lér_ti‘cular family, as was the priefthood, unde
¢ Old Teftament. And if we may not be
certain whom we are to receive as miniflersf
the word, by the defcription that the chrii
~an law gives of the perlons, as the church ¢
the Fews might be of the defcent of thei
priets from Aaron, we are at a confidershl
lofs beyond them ; efpecially when the Ne
Teftament requires fuch duties-to be done
them, as cannot be done, unlefs’ we knos
them, and contains fuch threatnings to thes
that reject them and fuch promifes to ther
that give them fuitablc reception, as mif
make every true Chriftian anxious to kno
who they are, and for what end are thele chs
ralers {o exprels and particular, if it bew
that we may .by them know who are calledc
God to_that office and who not 2 And canf
then be faid, without a refle&ion on the Ch
ftian law, that this end cannot be reach’d by
or that we cannot thereby haveas great certai
ty, 48 the nature of the thing requires,’ concen
ing them whom we are bound to receive:
~_minifters of the gofpel. If the rule of th
- Wew Teftament were in all things followé
there could be no difficulty in this marne
For no new convert could enter upon thes
ercife of this office, till he was well knownt
the chriftian fociety, whereof he ‘was a mes
ber, and wherewith he aflembled and daily co
verfed, and which compar’d him with thi
fcription given of a minifter of the word byt
Apoftles and Evangelifls ; and this defcrip
en wasthe fame that’s now written to "
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fe New Teftament. In- fuch a fociety did &
o then enter upon the excrcife of this ofe
wc, having the apoftolick defeription of &
ainifter apply’d tohim by a lpeople profefling
ijeétion to Jefus Chrift in {ubmitting tothe
vetfight of an Elder or Bifhopcalled by hint
o that office. 'The cafe of Appolles was &
ile extraordinary. He had been a teacher a.
nong Fob's difciples, and was privately in-
uted by Aguilia and Prifcilla, who were
ill known to the church in Corznth s and
hey, upon intimate acquaintance with him at
folefnns, where there was vet ne church, re-
mmended him to the church in Corsnth,
here he firft exercifed the office. of 2 mini-
er of “the Gofpel. However, even in this
e, the church where he began his mini-
rfythad enough of certainty about his cha-
aéter.

Iti not in the power of anyto add to or di-
inith from the defcription given of a mini-
e of the gofpel inthe NewTeftament, {o e
infilt on any qualification as needful, that
not mentioned there, or to make any qua-
cation there {poke of needlefs, Neither
s Jefus Chrift the Lawgiver, given to any
inlters or peopje any power or right what-
ever, tocall, fend, elett or ordain any perfon

) that office, who is not qalify’d accord-
gto the defcription- given in his law; as
thasnot given any power or right to reject
tlealt of them that are qualified according
tat law. “Let a Man have hands laid on

nby men that could provean uninterrupted
| B 2 dz-
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dicent of impofition of hands to him from g,
A%itles, lec him be fet apart to that of
by 4 company of minifters, the moft tonfory
able rhemfelvesta the feripture charaer o
minnters, and lee him be chofen by the mof
holy veople on earth; if yet he do not s
fwer the New Teitament defcription of a g
nifter «which is pothible if the fcripture |
not the Rule ot their Judgment in this pa
ticular cafe) he ts not called of God to th
.office, and is indeed ro minifter of Chn
but runs uafent, © And if this be the cafe, the
boait in vain of any manner of eletion ando
dination who ftudy not contormity to the fer
enre delcription of a minifter in the exercife
thatoffice :  For no manner of ordination
ordinary minifters can pretend fuch a ck
foundation in the New-teftament, as thed
{cription of the perfons that fhould be mi
fters.  And they that doindeed ftudy conf
mity to that deleriprion, can lecurely he
their miniftry called in queftion and rejelt
by all forts of men on grounds whereof t
chriftian law makesno mention ; yea theit
“niftry cannot be rejeéted without difobedic
to Jefus Carift. |
Thus, whoever is conformable to that|
fcrintion the chriftian Jaw gives of 2 mini
of the word, has all the call and mifiion
the Lord gives any man to that office ;
whoever wants that, whatever he have,
not God’s call.

‘I'he only part therclore that :.mf fort of
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anclaim in this matter is that of obedience
o the chriftian law, -
Minifters, elders or bifhops, in this, as in
J other things wherein they prefide among
de chriftian people, are to teach them to ob-
frve what Chrit has commanded them,
nd to' go before them as their leaders
by doftring and example in ths wayof faith
ad obedience to the word of Chriit con-
wised in the feripruress They have ne
powet to feparate any man to that office
whom God has not called. His law givesthem
mly the power of abedience in {eparating the
men who are called by him, according to nis
wotd ; and in this they are not lords over his
heritage, but enfamples, to the flock which
s wmong them, of obedience to their only
Lord. - . |
Nopeople have right to ela& any whom God
has not called,or torejet thefe whom hecalls;
but they muft obey him in réceiving and doing
1ll that he requires of them in his word to-
ward them that are by him qualified according
o the defcription given in his Law. If they be
not capable to difcera by that delcription, who
are called of God to the miniftry of the word,
they are not capable to give obedience to the
chriftian law on that héad, The only part of
the character, as to which they are fuppoled
incapable to Judge, is thatof aptnels to teach,
of holding talt the faithful word as he hath
been taught, that he may be able by found
Doztrine both to exhort and convince the gain-
f-l)'crs. If paltors be to judge of this by th;i_}'!
' k1



#—'——_

chriftian people, how can they petfwade i
peaple thatany man 18 called of God tb the mi
piftry of theWord 2 Or how can the People par.
asive that their Paftorsare leading them in thp
way of obedience to Chrilt in {eparatiog 2 ma
to thit office whom they caanot know
that Chrift hascalled? lo this cafe ’tis im.
poffible for tnem to profels abedience to Jefu
Chrift in receiving one. of his miniftets accor
ding to his law 5 they muft incvitably . give
g blind obedicnce to their paftors taftead

Chrift; if thele pattors do not infruét themm
that wifdom of words; fo far as to enable then
t¢ perceive that a nian is thereby apr to teach:
But the New -teftament makes the wideft de
finGion betwixt that wifdom of words, and
thé faithful word, which he that’s feparated to
the miniftry of the gofpel muft bc boldin
faft, that he may be able both to exhert I
found teaching and to convince the gainfayers;
fo that a man may be very learned o the one,
and very unledtned in the other. And finge
the chriftian law plainly fets afide this wif:
dom of the {cribs and difputer of this world,
a¢ being no part of the defcription st givesus
of a minifter of the word of faith; neither

1
!

piftors nor people have any more to judge of
on this head, but the foundnels of the doftring,

~ and apmels to communicate it to others for
their inftrution, convition and comfort.

the people may err, and be miftaken as to thi;s
) o
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pmay minifters, and what error is there 4.
nong the people that has not been maintained
yy minifters 2 But {till if they be not able
o know this in any meafure, they are in n6
nealure capable to obey Jefus Chrift, in res
reiving and { abmitting themfelves to the over-
fght of his minift_ers. f T

The People cannot take imprefkons made on
hem by the do&rine, for thdir rule of judging
in this cafe : For there are wreng as well a8
fight imprefiiors, and thefe muft be judg'd of
by the {criptures, and the faithful word cons
ained in them There are various,impreffions,
wcording to the variety of the fituatiohs of thé
wople, yes, and oftimes according to theit
humours 3 fo that it 18 fcarce potlible they can
igree in judging by this rule, as- they can in
percetving that 2 man brings found do&rine to
hem 5 and if the faith once delivered to the
ftints be preached to them, whole fault is it
hat they arc not edified ! Yea, and if they
vere to judge by impreffions in this matter,
ey might come to rejeft that part of the
kripture do€lrine that they did not find imprefs
fed on them, as well as the minifter that holds
aft the faithiful word; at leaft this could not
mifs to produce the {fbme thing thatthe apoftle
wndemns in the Corenthrans, that weat o
pities and fa@ions-on-their experiences by
means of different preachers of the fame doc-
ttine. . R S
A People caanot pretend to be obeying Chrifk
n this thing, who are ner fhewing 4 regard to
Ul his comtunds, nor living in fubjeétion l:.?
| | the
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the:diftipline,: exprefly inftituted i the forjy

- tures, Zeal for ‘the good werk of obedien
t6 one of his laws, while there is no refned
fhewed to-. other as plain lawe of his, is il
terly inconfiftent with the fcripture: charafe
of a chriftian people. And how can a peopls
pretend a regard to the word of God, in co
tending for their right of ele&ion, who fliey
not the fame zeal for as clear a right of thein
even the profeflion of fubje€tion toChtift incy
tributing of their fubftance for the maintenan
of their paftors,that fo they who preach the go
el may live of the gofpel,as they that minifter!
about hcly things,eated of the teniple, and they
that waited at the altar partaked with the
alrar? Why do they fuffer this right to be
wrung out of their hands, and yield it yj
peaccably to any that pleale to take it fror
them, while they are fo jealous of the lesft in
ctoachment on the other right? ° |
And as no People can pretend to be obeying
Chrift in this matter, but they who are f
dying an univerfal conformity to the deftripi
en of a .chriftian people in the new-teflamen
‘fo no minifters of the gofpel can a&t in it
~ paflors, but’ among a flock hearing the voi
of the chief fhepherd Jefus Chrift. The
commiffion beyond that is only to preach “the
gofpel te .every creature; neither can ti
retend to be the reprefentatives of the peopl
in the part that the chriftian law calls them &
o& here, and as little can any. part of
people reprefent another in their ebedience
Chrift, 88 to which every enc of them ‘;n_ﬂ'

*
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lg‘ive an account of himf{elf to God. tAndwh.y:
nay not the people be a's*weﬂ'r_cpfefenfe_da in.
I the other parts of thetr ebedience to the
s of Jefus Chriit? - | -
F When a pCOPIC &udyir}g clonfetmi'ty {0 th@i‘
fripture  defeription of a chriftian people,
ffha{[. happea to want paftors, and have the
driftian law, this want cannot render them.
i}mpable of obeying that' law in receiving and
g{ubmitting ¢o any as their minifters, that are
gf‘fidﬂﬂtly qualified - according to that law,
for they have the apoftles, and tho’ they want
Wders, they fhould hear them, and {o have
Liders. |

g The turning of the part that men have to
&t in the ordination of wminifters, out of the
?channcl of humble obedience to the platn word
gﬁfGUd, has been the {pring of all the confu-
fion and diforder thar has taken place in the
orld abeut the ordination of miinifters. When

%lﬂe wifdom of man made bold to make the

?jleaﬂ alteration 1n one point of the divine in-

iution, it was for this end to recommend
theiftianity more to the world 5 and this end
pas feadily purfued by the coveroufnels and
#noition of the clergy, and the carnal zeal of
gic People for the worldly honour of chriftiz-
Aty and their own eafe, till it became a -
siordly religion, One alteration in this-point,
=t well as on other heads, made way. for ano-
Hier o fuppert that, and fo ontill the' werld

-+

2 flled with ufages, regulations, conflituti-

E A
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ens and laws, which came to be more attend- -

e

£ ' v ;
&80 to than the word of Ged, that was in effe&
& made
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made void by the keeping of thefe. Add
while fuch wife regulations came in upon pre
tence of unity, onder and decency, but fervd
mainly to the worldly exaltation of the clergy
aud carnal eafe of the PeoPle, they have fille
the world with fuch envyin and firife, fuc
wars and fightings, as could never have hap
‘pened to them that contented them/elves with
the feripture rule.  Yea thefe regulations hav
plainly appeared: at length to be proper en
gines of war to parties contending for the pre
1d. And therefore, i
—en be in earneft te reform in this matter
they muft lay afide every invention of human
wifdom, and give over proudly contending fo
a right that clergymen, ~he cannot prevai
in ruling the church, are perfuading the peopl
that they have, and their fuperiors are taking
£om them; cven as the mob 18 enraged cont!
nually againft the government in the flate b
shem that cannot prevail at coutts and the
muft return to the old courfe of humble fut
jeQion and obedience to the plain word
God, the word of eternal life, witheut addin
thereto, or diminifhing from it. And this
the right of she clyifiean People, 41 1
power of sheir paflors.

While the confufion remains that has flov
from a falling away from the fcripture rule,s
has come by men's pretending to be mafte
+ ead of cbedient fervants to the Losd Chrif
we ought not to deny their miniftry, who,
any tolerable meafure, anfwer the fcripture ¢

fcription of 4 minifter; ner nced we be lfl‘:
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p difown the miniftry of any fort of men of the
greateft name, who do not, in any tolerable mea.
fire,bear 2 conformity to that defcription. Thiy
it a far furer footing to go upon than that, of
the manner wherein 2 man comes into the
wilcffion of the fkipend in a parifh, and becomes
the publick teacher there. It cannot be told
where the New Teftament fpeaks {a clearly
of parifh minifters and of ftipends provided by -
w, and of clders not apt to teach ruling the
people and reprefenting them in the cle&tion
of2 parifh minifter, or of the majority of heads
of familics or communicants choofing 2 mini-
fer to all the reft of the parifh, and to the fti-

end, as it fpeaks of the chara@ers of 2 mini-
Kcr of the gofpel, and calls us to receive fuch.
Neither can it be fo well told, where the New
Tetament fays, that it is my eleltion that
mikes w man my minifter, as where it for-
bids me to reje a minifter of Chrift, and
tbliges me to receive g myan becaufe he is onc
weording to the defcription of & minifter in
the chriftian law, -

But if men will not thus live at eafe in o
diforderly corrupted ftate of things, and want
fee a true reformation, than let them feri-
wily deliberate on the following propofals.

- 1. Let the holy fcriptures be attended to,

tnd held faft, in oppofition ta every other rule

that men walk by ; as, the imaginations of
heir owin hearts, the courfe of this world, the
tditions of the fathers and comma¥dments of
men, and feducing {pirits, {peaking befide the
friptures, fpesking of the world, and deny-
- Ca ing
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ing ‘direG 1} orlindiraéty: ithat-JefusChisl;
come in-the flsth. {This. is -wWhar Panl recom.
menids to: Zizmbt by as.a:prefervative againf}.thy}
perilous times “in- the datt idays, sz T, o,
He fet's:'beforg him - the -th-'ngs*.:fhe~'had,leu
ed ‘of him}:his doftrine and' manner.of ]}
N writento us in the. New: Teftamént 5 an
fhite, Wil che feriptures.of the Old Teftamen,
vwhich, tie fays,Zzmothy had known from achild
be points otit -to him=as fufficient. to. manifed
¢he folly of themithat refift the. truth, and-t
make the man of God perfeét, throughly fuy
nifh’d nto all good: works. .And, by what bd
there fays; -their: folly mady : be: imanifelt.§
who for the fake of other rules that they would
have us -to: walk by, refle@® on thg haly ferip
tures, as dark and of doubtful interpretatiod
as the common: refort of hereticks, and as fi
ted only to-the firlk times.of chriftianity;..anc
not proper for the'times we live:ine And.yd
by fuch -like infinuations as thefe, from me:
profefling that the {criptures:are " the only ruld
of chriftianity, are poor people ifrighted fron
fearching the fefiptures, andieleaving clofs t
them in: their pratice, Iefk they fhould fal
under delufion;againft which the fcriptures.arg
not, it feems.to them,fo proper a prefervativg
as other rulesthat they are call’d to walﬁkﬂ-by
The' apoftle, forewarning tlie. Fhefalonzans o
the 'man of fin, and of the {trong delufion, t?a
‘Gad wasio fend on ‘profeffors “of - chyiftianity
that recéW’d ot the love of ‘the trath, give
them this direftfor againft the ° beginning
of ‘this evi), Pand fifd, dudbold-the praditin

avhich
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which ye have been taucht, whether by mord,
o our epiftle, 2. Thef: i .:Thele. -tra-
lirions, whiclr - he-calls them::to--hold; . were,
atly written 1n- his epifile, and partly. deli,
wred to them by -word - of ‘meuth: . For .ahe,
New Teflament {criptute was not then comm-,
eated 5 but‘they had the whole counfel -of,
God declared to them by the 'apoftle,. which,
snow fo fully declared in the writings of 'tha
New Teftgment, whereof the epiftle - te'. the:
Thefalonians is & part, as nothing .can,be,
dded to it. If therefore we would .clcape! the;
arcuption of chriftianity, that wes then begin+
ing to work, and the firong delufion there:
retold, we muft firmly hold the things de-.-
ivered to us in the New Teltament, witipus.
dding to them or takiog from. them.. We,
mft not fatisfy our felves with an idlie con-
tlfion, that the New Teftament is the word of,
God, but we muft held faft by it, as our only,
ule,in oppofition to all other rules that have been,
dded to 1t or come in the place of it ; we muft;
old fafc the things delivered there, in our,
nétice, without turning to the right hand on
sthe left. And in order to this, Jet us hear-
len to the advice the apoftle gives to ‘the:
thorch in Reme, whichy 1f it had been -aly -
ays attended to, might have prevented.«ll the,
ominations of that worldly kingdem, &t the:
bead of which, that church came to be in:aftee
os. He fays, Be not conform’d to:this world;
it be ye transform’d by the renewing of yous;
nd, that you wmay prove whar ¢s that gped:
il acccprable and perfet will of God, Rote:

Xila




( 22 )

xii. Let them that are miniflters fearch )
{criptures diligently, and with a fingle eye, ¢|
of worldly refpets,and however much theykn
of them,let them yet be perfwaded they areqh)
to make them wifer, and let them fuill be 4
ciples of Chrift, depeading on him, as iy
children, for inftrution from him, by apenin
their under{tanding to underftand the feriptu
And let them not fhun, for the fear of ¢
people, orfor any hope in this world, to {f
all the words of eternal lite, and to declare
whole counfel of God, keeping nothing back
knawing this, that the ward is not commitey
to them to give it out as they pleale, and th
now fiace the cevelacion is fintfhed, the
ts no part of it but what is profirable for mak
ing the man of God perfc&, or throughly fu
niflied unto all good wotrks. They mult n
only take care of handling the word of Go
deceitfully, and ftudy to teach Chrift’s dif
ciples tonbferve all he has commanded, b
they muft alfo go before them, as enfample
of holding faft the things delivered in the feri
tures, in a diligent obfervation of them, th
Jeafc of them not excepted : For he tha
Jball break one of thefe leaRt commandment
and [bali teach men (o, be fhall be called th
leaft in the kingdom of beaven. And let th
chriftian ‘people alfo to their power, fear!
the fcriprures, and cxamine every part of i
do&rine of their minifters, and.their exampl
by the feriptures, comparing fcripture wit
_ {cripture, that they may be éx“owcu of thes

only, as they can fec them following Chrif
0
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d fo profefs fubje&ion to the gofpel of Chiift
followirg them. Let them bring all their
mer thoughts and opinions in matters of
ligion to the {tandard of the feriptures, ready
ygive up with every principle and praftice
ut has no foundation there, and to take up
ith every do€trine and pratice that fhall be
wd there, and without delay to obferve alf
ings whatfoeverChrift is found requiring there,
owever little they have been obferved before.
ven as the captive Feqws, returning from ty-
ical Babylon, reformed themfelves by the
ritten law, which, thro’ the good providence
f God, remain’d among them, notwithftand-
g the captivity, and all the corruptions that
W prevail’d among them, and after they no
more enjoy’d many of the glorious things that
gtended the fieft giving- out of that Old Tefs
ument révelation, The Lord encourages them
uder their wants with this, that they had
is word and his fpirit remaining among them 3
nd they diligently read that word, and what
tiey found written there they forthwith praétifs
td, tho’ fome of thefe pra&ices had not been
in ufe from the days of Fcfua the fon of Nun.
Tho' we cannot now pretend to many things,
that accompanied the giving out of the New
Teftament revelation, and behov’d to ceafe
when it was compleated, as the apoftle ex-
prefly declares they fhould ceafe, 1 Cor xiii.
let, by the wonderful providence of God,
we have the writtings of the prophets and the
poftles of Chrift preferv’d, and brought into

Wrowa language, fo as all have accels ta
know
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Ynow them & 2Add. in this . ‘cale;” 1% snof |
praltice ofrthe returning refoxming: Famgyy
ten for 'our learning, that - we midy taks yhy
as our-example in this thing.2! et usthe
fore, 45 they did, give attendance to the re,
ing of the fcriiptures, to exhortation: ang::
dollrine, that we may-be, by . themy fumify
untd-évery good -work, and: hold.faft the thip
written therg, .fo as notto led them go| orgf
any thing to 'them; in. confeflion:'or! pradip
far any hope or for any fear wherewith we. f
be moved. ¢ | A PN S
:"3; Let the defcription that. the New Tefla
ment gives of a chriftian,: as 'well:as:of 3
nifter, be carefully oblerved ;-fo' as - all thy;
and none elfe; may be acknowledged: as chr
ftians, who-are in fome meafure conformabl
to that defcription. QOur obedience ito Juf
Chrift depends, at leaft, as much on the knoy
ledge of this; a$ ‘on our acquaintance Wil
the {cripture-charaCler of a minifter;. and:s
dreat evils' have followed -upon ' a° departun
from “the rule of the New: T eflamént on thi
head as on' the .other. It is: impofiible fo
u§ to fearch mens beqrts, and-to know wh
1s a tru€ chriftian ‘in -the fight of God, lo'dl
to diftinguith him from .one that is a b
- pocrite only-in his fight. But there are Jud
péculiar datres” required of us towards e
children of God; and the brethren .of Jclg
Chrift, on account of their relation to hidf
with {uch ptomifes and threatnings annexed
that we had been in' the greateft- difticulf
about our vbedience to Jelus Chiift, . if ]hl
P a8
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1w had not allo ‘defcs ibed to us the petfons
to whom it obliged us to do thefe ‘duties.
shall we think :that the chriftian law hath
made our peculiar eftcem and regard to a
people whom  we cannot know, to be’ the
orand evidence of our love to Chrift-himfelfy
id of our intereft in him 2 Or are we to
fand or fall at the judgment fear of Chrifl,
ond is It to fare with us eternally according
to our behaviour to a peculiar people whom
we cannot by any rule diftinguifh from other
people 2. - *

The New Teftament leaves us not at this
uncertainty 3 but gives fuch a defcription ef
thefe whom we are to look on as the bre.
thren of Chrift, as will {ferve to convince
Chrift’s enemies at his appearing, of their
segle€t and hatred of him, by ‘their negleét
and hatred of the leaft of thefe his brethren
vhoin they faw in this world, and as will
ferve, on the other hand, to manifeft his
peoples love to himfelf by their deeds of
love to one another, while they lived toge-
thet in the world. The defcription given
in the New Teftament of thefe to whom we
e to behave as the children of God, and
brethren of Chrift, is fo clear,.as to leave us
&t as little uncertainty as the fews and the
utions, * their neighbouts, could be in, as
b them that were of the Seed of the Fews.
We may take thefe few texts for inftances: .
on this fubje&, which is' one way or other
tuched on throughout the New Teftament,
Har, xii, 48, 49, s50. ID?oZm iii. 23, Mat,

| Vil
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vil. 21, 22, 23. Heb. vi. 9, 10. Mat. xvi,
3 5 6. Mat. x. 36, 37, 38. Luke xiv y,
Fobn xiii. 34, 35. Rew. xii. 19, 1 Thefll

cbg. L 1
he extraordinary figns that appear’d ghon
Chrift’s difciples at the eretion of his king:
- dom, and whereby the Lord bare witnefs 1o
the firft fruits of the Genrzler, when he i
fited the nations, to zake ous of them a pa
ple for bis wame, are now ceafed, becauls
there is no more ufe for them ; but that al
of faith, that labour of love, and that pan-
ensce of hope in our Lord Fefus Chrifl, that
was the produ@ of the gofpel in the firk
chriftians, muft remain as long as cheiftianity
remains in the world. And as the diffir
gu"iihil;g charaller of a chriftian was ’madegg
of thefe three from the beginning, fo it m
be flill to the end of the world : For, fays
the apoftle, awherher prophefies, they Jhak
fail, wheiber tongues, they [ball ceafe, ml
ther knowledge, ¢t [ball vanifh away—2dnb
now abiderh faith, bope, charity, vhele thyes;
Bus the greateft of thefe is charity, 1 G
chap. xiii. And therefore, where the work
of faith appears not, nor the patience of hop
but efpecially where there i1s no appearanc
~ of charity, in that labour of love £cwc£{ t0-
wards his name, in miniftring to the faint
s he requires in his word, there, let m@
think what they will, there is no appearsuc
of chriftianity.

" We ate not to take the defcription of the
children of God from our -own fancy h 1;

- v
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through our felf-liking, we are ready to fan
ey, that likeft to God that’s likeft ourfelvesy
wor are we to take the delcription of 2 child
of God from the efteem and approbation of
he world, as if thefe who are highly efleen
¢d among men for holinefs, were fo likewife
in the fight of God; for by that rule the
Pharifees, who were an abomination ég the
fight of God, would have been his chilffren,
aid his fon a Samariran, having s . devil:
But let us take the defcription of a chriftis
ai, with whom we arc to behave as with
the brother of Jefus Chrift, only from his
own word in the New Teftament, Let all
our notions of a chriftian’s charafler be exa-
mined and corrected by that . infallible role.
Let the greateft names of men that sosld
fpeak with the tongues of men and angels,
if yet they be not conformable to that de-
fcription, fall in our efteem before that rule.
And let the lealt of Chrift’s brethren be ac-
knowledged by us according to that rule,
though the bafe, weak, and foolsfb thengs of
the world, and though they fhould be Zyn-
gry and thir(ly, naked, flrangers and in
prifon, or whatever their circumftances be in
this world, and however they be defpifed
among men. S
. There is the more need for cleaving firi&}-
ly to the fcripture-defcription of a confeffor
of the name of Chrift, that the New Tefla-
ment foretels a- falfe profeffion of chriftiani-
ty coming in place of the true one, and fet-
ting. it afide: For ?qn!b forewarning ﬁmtlyf

[ 2 of
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of the perilous times to come i1 the laf} duy
points out the danger of thels times in e
{cribing the people thatr fhould then haveg
form of godlinefs, denying the power of it;
and, as 2 guard to us againft the peril of thef
times, he gives this charge,— From fuch tury
away, 2 Tim. iii. By this new form of gol
linels, or of chriftianity, fuited to the people
there defcribed, the outer court of the Lords
Donfe came to be trodeiz under foot of the nati
ons, and the man of fin rofe to his feat in the
semple of God, and the power of the peopl,
whom God ze0k out of the nateons for b
name, was fcattered, when, by this formdf
godlinefs, they came to be mzngled agasm with
the people of thefe abominations; and fo that
took place which was pointed at In the pro-
plslc'cy' of Exekiel, chapter xxxiii. verfes 1}
18, 19.

The apoftle likewife gives Zimothy
fample of thefe, that in'the laft days fhould
have the form of godlinefs denying its power,
in them who at that time, under the name
of Cliriftians, went about craftily among the
difciples to fubvert the true profefiion of chti
ftianity, and prevailed on them that had ni
attained to that knowledge of the Truth
whereby they might be delivered from the
dominion of their lufts; and therefore want
ed a profeffion’ of chriftianity ‘under whic
they might have fome more cafe in the fult
filment of them. And thefe were, on the
one hand, the Fudaszers largely defcrib-
ed in the epiftles of Pawl; and, on thchﬂthgf

‘ - , . and,
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hand, they that were confident of their juf*
ification by a knowledge and a faith, that
they faid they had, which did not fhew itfelf
in works of obedience to the gofpel ; for they
ame to know their jultificacion a fhorter
sy, as we fee'in the epiftle of Famer, and,
in Fude, and the fecond epiftle of Perer.

The apoftle compares them whom he thus
hews to Zimothy, to the Egyptian magi-
dans in their oppofition to the word »f God,
o keep his people in bondage who.u he
he made free to ferve him. And therchy he
nfinnates, that, as the true chriftian profef-
fon was at firft eftablifhed in the world by
figns, {o that other form of gadlinefs fhould
have fizns on its fide alfo, whereby men would
harden themfelves in cleaving to it, in 0ppo-
fition to the truc profeflion of chriftianity de-
kribed in the fcriptures, to which God bare
witnels by all the figns recorded there. But
he fays thele men fhall not proceed the full

1

length, even as. thele Egyprians, though they
held pace with Mafes fo far, did not go the
tll, and were obliged to owa themfelves out-
dwe by the finger of God. So none of the
men that ever gloried in any figns that they
magined to be wrought in favours of the mo-
dern form of chriftianity in any fhape of it,
an fo much as pretend, thet the figns they

ulk of ever proceeded the length of the
igns whereby God bars witnefls to the pro-

elion of chriftianity that's deferibed in the
New Teftament. How fhall we then turn

Way from shem that baze & form of goi-

leieit,
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lingfs, denying the power.of i, as the ap,
charges us, but by turning to the chriffy
ty defcribed in the New Teftament, and th,
exemplified to us in the way of the firff cfy
- figns, to which the Lord bare witnef; f
fuch figas as no other chriftianity in after
ages could ever pretend to? .

If we would -indecd be fo much as feripn
ril profeflors of chriftianity, let us-‘every o
feek to be conform’d to the fc‘ripturc deferip
tion of a chriftian, without cutting or casing
upon it, or fccking to bring it down to u
but fo have our felves brought up to it, with
out adding to it or taking from it.. Andls
as many as are thus minded f[eparate then
felves to the law of God, from thefe
fhew no fuch purpole of heart, but are wil
ing to teft in the form of godlinefs, denyin
the power of it, or denying the ancient work
of faith, labour of love and patience of hop
which is the power of godlinels. And here
allo we may ftudy the example of the typic
Tjrael in their reformation when they retum
ed from typical Zalbylon. They net o
refufed the Samaritans, offering “to incorpd
rate with them and build the temple, the
that refufal brought no fmall trouble uje
them, but long after that, they found, in read
ing the law of God, that the feed of Jra
fheuld not bg .mingled with firangers, o
particularly 3:cy found it written, that t
Ammonite and the Moabite {hould notcon
into the congregation of God'for cver;

when they had heard the law,. they fgpa?!?
o - | 0
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om ‘Ifrael 4ll the mixed multitude. They
<mbled at the words of God, and were not
nid to depart from the praftice of their
ghers, that had departed from the law of
od en that head, tho’ they themfelves had
ecn before following them 1n thatdeparture ¢
for they feparated themfelves from afl frangers,
d flood and confeffled their fins, and the ini-
quties of their fathers. 1f .chriffians had
wembled as much at the word ot God, on
this head, as they did at feparation, when the
um of godlinels without the Eowcr of it
s taking place, chriftianity had neverbeen
fh much corrupted in the profeffion of it as
it bas manifeftly been. And there bhas not
been one true ftep of reformation from that
crtuption, taken at amy time, but by them
thit were more afraid of the word of God,
ind fhuned 2 departure from ir, more than
cparation or deparrure from their former
wurfes, and the conrfes of their fathers, or
fom the fellowthip of any fort of men in the
world. Let them, thercfore, that feek to be
wnformed to the fcripture defcription of ¢
hiftian, be feparated to the law of their
Lord, confeffing cheir fin, and the iniquity of
heir fathers, in having fellowthip,in that form
® godlinefs, with them that deny'd the power
fit, And whereas they and their fathers in
this nation have been zealous:.contenders for
luha form; and have fworn to it, and fet
ficfake of that exprefly abjur’d Chiift's own

wltitution, under an odious name, let them
wlele the iniquity of that alfo; and fo fludy
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reformation according to the New- TCGamen
ih Chrit’s blood, which can both diredt ypf
enable them to all the reformation that. Gof
requires of them, and is the only everlaflis
covenant that fhall never be forgotten.

- Lot them affemble themfelves tcgether, i
the confeifion of the faith that is in Chriff the
Son of God the Mediator of that covenun
and in obedience to his law in that coveng
to obferve all his inftitutions of worfhip, can
tinuing ftedfaft in the doftrine and in thefel
Jow{hip, and in breaking of bread and in pry
ers, praifing God, and to obey his new cong
mandment in all the branches of it, and
obferve all things whatlover he commandss
they find them written in his law. And whil
they ate thus feparated to the law of Gol
‘Tet them be in the diligent ufe of every mem
there prefcribed, for keeping up the ftudy o
conformity to the fcripture character of a chr
tian among them, as thefe mentioned, .Maff
xviti- and 1 Cor. v. Heb. iii. '12, 13, a0
X. 23, 24, 25. and xii. 15. Left they
gain {werve from the work of feith, and I¢
bour of love and patience of hope,and returo
a form of godlinefs, denying the power of it

And when the chriftian people  thus fept
‘rate themfelves to the law of Ged, let non
be acknowledg’d as minifters of the word!
elders, but according to their conformity to th
fcripture defcription of a minifter 5 even a4
mong the captives returned from typical Baly
lon, thefe were put from the prieft-hood,
prophane, whofe defcent from Aaron did L

appear. 3+ 4
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. Lot the connexion betwixt Chtiftianity
ud the crofs, of w.hi_ch Payi fpesksto 7?7"0'1’9"
when furcwarning him of the perilous times, be
arcflly obfervid. When the apoitle fefs his
Joftsine and manner of life, In O_PPUﬁ“On to
derr that have a form of godlinefs, deny-
ng the power of 1t, he mf_iﬂs\ on his patience,
ind fets forth his fufferings, and lef any
hould imagine this was peculiar to. him, of
t}lc ﬁme w.herEEH he hV.’d,. hQ_ 1:&]8, e
wid all that wall live. godly in Chreft Fefys
fall fuffer perjecutzon. Men may have the
im f godlinefs, of which he Ipeaks, with.
w: perfecution. 3 yea it was the proper fruis
of -anl andeayaur, to. feparate Chﬂ_ﬁiﬁfﬁty* trom
the crofs 3 bue live godly in Chrit Jefus with-
wt the crofs. they cannot. ‘This, living godly
in Chrit, is not.a,manner of life utterly hid
from ihe world’s. view, as they thatare gainers
by thia fﬂ;m of gOdliﬂC{S ﬁ_fltbOUtr thc power.
of it, would have its powerto ly unobferv’d,
et bning as.light fet on a candleftick, or ag g
dtv on o hill, it fhould create them difturb.-
uce 3 and fo.they, tell the deluded people Pretty
tle: of this fort, that it is the beft way of
going o heaven, to go with the fourd  of theij;
feet unheard. But the godly .living, that the
spoitle fpedks of, is a maneer of life that pro.
wokc: the hatred of the ungudly, and brings on
petfzcuti on from the world. '

It is true the firft chriftians bad fometimeg
teft frem publick perfecution, as 445 ix, 45,
ind Pizzi himfelf. was net always inthe hande
ok the mogifirate, yea our Lord the. great yat

| B " tern
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tern of fuffering did not fuffer publickly fiom
the powers of the earth till the end 5 but b
has fortold, that a man’s foes Thall be they of
his own houfe, and privare perfecution, fro
friends and neighbours,and all forts of men, thyt
we live among in the world, for the fake of
Chrift and his word, is no fuch light thing s
they that look on it ata diftance may be ready
to imaginc ; yea the trial of cruel mockings for
his fake cannot be made eafie but by that fame
grace that aCted in Chrift when he patiently
endured the crofs defpifing the fhame. The
plalmift in his name complains of hypocriti
cal mockers in feafts gnathing upbn him with
their teeth, and of his becoming a ftfanger un
to his brethren, and af alien to mother’s chil;
dren, and of the men thdt fit in the gate {pesk
ing againft him, and his being the fong of the
drunkards &c. Different partics of worldly
men, contending for preheminence inthis world,
will be ridiculing and reproaching one another,
but it is another thing,and requiresmore felt-de
nyal to be fuffering from all forts of men for
che word of God, than to be enduring for'{he
ike of a man’s felf, in purfuing and hoping
to attain the honour, gdin or eafe of a prefent
world. The clergy have endured much 10
taife themJelves in the world, and m
what they bave gain'd, but the {uff
the firt Chriftians were not attended
‘any worldly hope, and they were fuppp“@
" under them with no hope but that WhFCh.}’
propos'd inthe aofpel. ?d!)ﬁ.dgclareS.hls,d' N

pofition in this matter, and his ékpﬁa’*ﬁ“"tﬁ:
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the concurrence of every confirmed Chriftian,
when he lays, Yea doubtlefs and I count all
thincs but lojs,~=that Imay know him and
e porwer of  bis refurrellton, and the fel-
fooofhep of bis fufferings, being made conform-
abie unto his Daoarh, if by any wmeans Imight
atraciz unte therefurreSleon of the dead.—Let
us therefore as maizy as be perfelt be rhus
miirded.—~Phil. iii.

As he there flates an oppofition betwixt his
way-and that of the Fudaizers who minded
carthly things, fo here he ftates an oppofition
between living godly in Chrift with fuffering,and
the way of the inen contending for the form of
sodlinels without the Fower of 1t: For he
lays.~But evil men and feducers [hall wax
woi't angd worfe deceiving and betng decezved.

~He tells the Galatians how fuch men were
- fhuniag the crofs by corrypting the golpel, re-
conciling it {ome way to itsenemizs, efpecially
in points whereat they were moft cnraged. .
And, in after-ages, the dcfire of confor-
nity to the world and of friendinip with ir,
worked in that fame way and produced the
forra of godlinefs with 2 deaval ot the power
of it ; and {o men went farther and farther from
the old purpofe of conformity to 2 humbled
with, and from the chriltian patienceat hope,
tfl they began to think, not only of efcaping
verfecution themfelves, but even of perfecut.
g others ; fo that at lenath the form of god-
linefs became an engine of perfccition againft
the power of godlinels, as weil asa proper;mean
of trifs and bloodth:d among themlelves, dif-
' fering
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fering about the -feveral parts - of thiit “forin’y
their interefls-Jed ‘them. And all this wg
cutried on with the faireft- pretencésof zeal fi
the honour:of Chrift -and chriftian 'prudencé;
yea it became:a principle of chriftianity to per..
fecute; and theancientdollrine of love to ene.
ifiiés and patient bearing of wrongs,and the like,
came to be asan old almanack calculated one
iy for the Time of Chrift and his Apofties,
Thetefore {ays the avoftle, AU that well live
dodly i Chrift Fefus fball fuffer 5 bur evil men
and feducers fball wax werfe and worfe,decéiy
gug and being décesved, |

Let them therefote that have retormatien in

- deed at heart, fhew the fame Temper of mind
that the apoftle oppofes to that of the antichri-
ftian generation. :Let thém {epirdte thew-
{elves to live godly ‘in "Chrift Jelis, defiring
conformity'to himin his humiljation jand' fhew-
ing the hope of cenformity to him in kits glory,
And let not thele men fpeak of their fuffering
as Chriftians, who arc at the fame time fhew-
ing the hope of large contributions, for their
life in this world, frém an enraged maultitude,
andboafting in this, and in'the hope ofa nu-
merous ‘following, anda ftrong party fo make
head againft another fattion, yea and profel
fing the principle of perfzcution and of the cx-
tirpation of all fefts but their own out of the
nation, as foon as it fhall be in their power,
and that they hope will be after this evil day
is over. For'fuch men will have a form of
. godlinefs fuited unto thefe things wherein
they boaltand thun every confeffion and practice

| | in
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elizton, &“'ﬁ?;ﬁﬁhzs webaliteat with thels " -
s, lettc D3 never {o féie';ﬂ,r’m'th? E’Esﬁ? Tet-
s 8o thisie fopatation cawadt Ha rtdg-
s owiy from them thatthave form alisod.
5,][ é{mying ths ROWEL st 3t, Tt a Wdivifish
i that form inens faxps, te wlkatlilk irig
LT , |
| Fist Cich 48 want to {¢s ‘golpelisiforindtion,
ik v vty oppodiunity fof {Epirdeiny iche
nlsart cierittanity, by doating % ey itrla
i ricur, as o fkiong sémptation, ‘ddd gigaed
hueli it List thens tredt every ‘oddifion of
ing 1w vhis world, end béibg ‘avenzsd wi
xir encorics, as oueliord treated the vogue of
he meeltitude, and their purpofes of wmaking
Mg king. - And while they give the frie 2
eaieace, aud pay the greatell deference to
ngilirates, as the New Telrament comuands,
i rej =it all thom that are net afraidto {pagk
gl of dignities, let them bewate of all the
icks the Clergy have been playlép with the
grguiate from the days of ‘Conflaiifine. Buat
B chem reckon themdelves, “ds, very firle
nrch of the faints did, campleat -'igi Chrift
e headvall principality and potder, hicad o
ierall the -heavenly hofts, poivers <ot heaven,
giovers of hellsand powers of . the «¢aith, unto
church which is his bodv,unto whom there-
g0 cvery member ofthat’body has a teadies
gnd more immediate accels than to any cf his
svllals on whom they muft not depend, but
old that head under whom them are all work..
e ogetlier forthe good of his body the church;
20 whatever way they behave undet the con-
- dutt
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~ dul of his providence, chey are wotking
echer to bring the nattons of them thy
%u‘cd fato thenew Forufalem, who have g
dependeace on none but their head, and 3]
powers in the creation, good ot bad, arefer
tacm, while they hold that head. .
Thefe three dirzions, givea by the apg
apainft the perilsofthe lalt times, are
laid befors the conlciences of them, efpeci
that fhew anydefirc ta elcape thele perils,
hwever thele miy wear themn now, thci; '
{ciencas will one way or other anfwer yj
them before the judgment {eat of Chrilt, -




