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O N

PREACHTING.

" DEAR SIR,

Q_ S it gives me pleafure to fee you con-
cerned about maintaining the Chriftian
do&rine 1n its purity, {o I count it

both my duty and privileg’:é"?'t'o encourage you

in that good concern. Meanwhile I muit
obferve, that, as you have given me but {mall
information about your fituation and connec-
tions in regard to religion, or what fort of

people your audience chiefly confifts of, 1

cannot propofe to be fo particular and clofe

with you as nced might require. I am oblig-

ed to guefs at thefe things, the beft way 1

can, from the general hints you give me of

your youth, and the dangers that furround

you in regard to doftrine, and your queftion
A 2 about
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about the proper way of preaching to faints
and finners.

Your fituation, I fhall fuppofe, is much like
that of a parifh-minifter, who has in his
congregation a number of ferious profeﬁing
people, as they are called, and who is heartily
concerned to bring up all the reft to the fame
charater. -Let us then keep in our eye the
notion of a pan{h-mlnlﬁer of the beft reputed
fort, and confider what influence his fitua-

tion and leading purpofe muft naturally have
on his conduét in regard to the Chriftian
doétrine ; and at the fame time obferve, how
different his charaéter muift be from that of
Paul, or even that which he defired to fee in

‘an ordinary teacher or elder of a Chriftian

church. While we enter on this confidera-
tion, I muit beg you would keep your eye
on Paul’s epiftles, and bear in mind what
a vaft difference there is between a Chriftian
church in Paul’s fenfe, and any, even the beft,
of our modern parifhes; and at the fame time
remember, that the chara&er of a good Chrif-
tian was no lefs obnoxious to the world in
Paul’s time than it is acceptable and reputed

In our time, or rather that the word Cbriffian
| a has
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has greatly changed its primitive fignifica-

tion.

As the parifh—minif’cer takes the charge of
all the fouls living in the diftrict or part of the
“country called bis parifh, fo he bears what is
called a pafloral relation to them all. And
they, as. his chriftian flock, as already fup-
pofed related: to Chrift by their baptifm, as
fome way fubject to difcipline and paftoral
over-fight, muft all be confidered as Chrif-
tians in fome fenfe, however many clafies
they may be divided into, according to their
different charaéter. They may be clafled as
ignorant, carelefs, profane; as attentive,
knowing, ferious, experienced; or, by a more
general divifion, as faints and finners; ftill
they are Chriftians, amd objects of the pafto-
ral care.” As they are all fuppofed fome way
to hold the gofpel for true, fo the improve—
ment of the more defeftive charalters is not
expefted to arife from a perfuafion of the
truth of the gofpel, but from a more dili-
gent and devout attention to the minifter, or
attendance on ordinantesm1ed.
And as it is the minilter’s great concern to
promote this, fo, generally fpeaking, his peo-
ple may be fitly ranged into their different

clafies,
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claffes, according' as they have more or lefs
attachment to his miniftry, and the approved
forms and exercifes of religion. Thus the ii-
tuation of the parith-minifter muft prove- to
him a great temptation of felf-fecking, and
likewife to change the gofpel into a dotrine
of felf-righteoufnefs in regard to his people.

At the fame time 1t muft be remembered,
that the laws, manners, and cuftoms of the
country ferve to enforce a certain degree of
refpect to the minifter, to the ftated weekly
day for his officiating in public, and to other
religious appointments, or, at leaft, to make
the open and avowed negle@ of thefe difre-
putable.  Accordingly, while the minifter
works up his people to be ferious by every
fclf-richteous motive, making the joys and
terrors of the world to become f{ubfervient to
his purpofe, he has at the fame time the mo-
tive of ‘'worldly honour to prompt on the one
hand, and the lofs of worldly reputation to

deter on the other.

Moreover, by ranging his people into dif-
ferent claflfes, either do&rinally Or more prac-
tically, he finds means to f{timulate them by

the forcible motive of emulation. 1 know
| none
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‘none who hath made more notable ufe of
this motive than Mr. John Wefley, who, I
-am told, hath diftinguithed his people into
feekers, believers, holy bands, and the per-
“fect. Others {feem to content themielves- with
a more general diftinction, dwelling chiefly on
the difference between good and bad men, or
between faints and finners ; without afcer-
taining what makes a good and holy charac-
ter by the rules of the gofpel, but rather adapt-
ing their notions of goodnefs and holinefs to
what is highly efteemed among men in that
part of the country where they live. But if|
taking our notion of a good and holy man
from Paul’s doétrine, we fhould underftand
holinefs to confift in the practice of brotherly
love in feparation from the world, we would
foon find, that a man walking as becomes a
{aint, would be no lefs an objet of difguft
and hatred to thofe called worzhy godly -
niffers, and their ferious people, in our time,
‘than true Chriftians were to thofe mofit
‘efteemed for godlinefs amongft the Jews in
‘Paul’s time.

Now, keeping our eye on a parith, where"
‘the great majority have a devout character,
‘under the care of a zealous . minifter, let us

¢ {uppofe



[ 8 ]

fuppofe that a preacher of Paul’s gofpel makes
his appearance among them, that curiofity
procures him an audience, that the gofpel
makes a few converts, and then let us
confider what would be the natural confe-

.quencc!

But, firft of all, I would reprefent him as
addrefling his audience ta the following pur-
pofe. * You have received much inftruion,
< about the law and the gofpel : pariicularly
« you have been told, that the law fays Do ;
¢ and the gofpel, Believe. The diftinttion
¢¢ is plaufible, and might pafs without amend-
““ ment, were it clearly underftood at the
¢ fame time, what is to be believed. But
“ this is far from being the cafe. As few of
‘“ you ever doubted much if the gofpel was
‘“ true, (for who but Infidels or Pagans
‘“ would deny the gofpel to be true!) ; fo the
¢¢ perfuafion you have hitherto entertained of
¢ the truth of the gofpel, has never been confi-
‘¢ dered among you as what fhould or could be
“ of fufficient weight, by itfelf alone, to give
‘¢ relief to a wounded confcience. Yet as the
“ Scripture exprefsly connelts falvation with
‘“ the belief of the truth, and 1n a Chriftian
* land the Scripture muft not be flatly con-

I ‘¢ tradited,
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tradicted, it became neceflary to explain
how men might believe or know the
gofpel to be true, and yet recetve no {piri<
tual benefit by that belief or knowledge.

¢ In doing this, the bulk of teachers have
not perceived, or have not been willing to
obferve, that the great miftake at bottom 1is
about the proper an{fwer to the main quef«
tion, What is the gofpel ? Inclining ratheg
to take it for granted, that this point is
generally underftood, and not f{eeing the
like effeéts follow as attended the belief of
the truth in the.days of the apoftles, their
attention has been drawn away from the
glory of the divine truth itfelf, and the rich
relief which the bare truth alone affords to
the guilty confcience fo foon as under-
ftood ; fo that, inftead of being occupied,
like Paul, whofe chief labour was to ex-
pound and teftify the kingdom of Geced, to
perfuade concerning Jefus, and to diftin-
guifh the truc gofpel from all counterfeits,
their chief labour has been to diftinguifth
between a right and wrong way of be-
lieving, to animate their people to dili-
gence 1n the exercifes {uppofed proper to

B ¢ produce
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¢ produce a right faith, and to affure them
¢« they have attained fuch faith, provided they
¢“ have found it attended with certain feel-
‘“ ings, experiences, or Inward motions of

‘¢ their hearts.

¢ The effe@ of fuch dorine in your
¢“ minds has been, to make you confider. the
““ gofpel-command to believe, as fome very
¢t exalted refinement of the law of works,
¢ calling you, after you have been difap-
“ pointed in all your endeavours to help
‘¢ yourielves, by doing in every other fhape,
‘“ now to beftir yourfelves to perform fome
““ notable a&t of a very fpiritual nature, called
““ believing ; by doing which in a right man-
““ ner, you have been led to expe&® com-
“ plete relief. But let me afk fuch of you
““ as have laboured moft in this way, Can
“ you prefent yourfelves before God, and
““ fay, you have attained the expe@ed fuc- ¢
“ cef[s? No! if your conficiences are not
““ quite hardened, you muft be ftraitened in
““ your an{wer, and at moft give a doubtful

© reply. o«

“ Let ¢
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* ¢ Yoot us then fet afide the deceitful Wa}cs
¢« of handling the diftin€&tion between the
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law and the gofpel, and obferve how it is
illuftrated in the Scripture. And where
can we better look for a proper illuftration

and Saviour } who juft before he bowed the
head, and gave up the ghoft, faid, I s

Z '« finiffed, or, It is dme. Mofes in his law
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‘:‘ By his refurre&tion.

faid, Do ; and while he mentioned the
things required, faid, The man that doth
them. fhall live 11 thern. No fuch man ap-
peared, till Jefus came as the end of the

¢ law, and at the clofe of his work faid, £

25 done. 'Thus, as the law was given by
Mofes, grace and truth. came by Jefus

< Chrift : for Mofes faid, Do; and Jefus fays,

It is done ; and this is the great point proved

““ The law is called he miniftration of con-
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demnation, as it declared our duty, and
curfed every tranfgreflor : the gofpel is
called zbe miniftration of righteoufnefs, as it

. brings the glad tidings that a perfet righ-

teoufnefs is already wrought for the un-

B 2 < godly.
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12 1
godly. 'The law came “‘demanding right-
eoufnefs ; the gofpel brings you the good
news, that its demand is fully anfwered.

<« Are you perfuaded of this, or do_esl this

ftand true in your confciences? Then
you have found an anfwer to that moft

pinching of all queftions, Wherewith fhall

I come before the Lord?2 ‘And now you
can underftand the nature of the command .
to believe, that it 1s not a command calling
you to do any thing, or any new law of !
works, but .the gracious voice of God.
willing you to know, that every thing re-
qulred is already done, even a gracmuf :
proclamation, ftamped with the higheflt~
proofs of divine authority, approaching you
with all the force of a divine law, and car. ;
rying in itfelf evidence all-fufficient t

command the belief or perfuafion of you :

~hearts. For how vam, how abfurd 1s 1t t¢

taik of a command to believe, that carrie
not along with 1t evidence f{ufficient t
command per{uafion, or to produce belic
in the heart ?

¢ Moreover
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«« Moreover, the fame authority which:

<« commands your belief, and gives you life
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by what you believe, likewife commands
and dire¢ts you to the proper work and
exercife wherein that life is to be enjoyed,
and promoted to 1its perfetion. And that
work 1s no other than the work of bro-

. therly love. Faith works by love. The

life it conveys, is the life and joy of love.
He that dwelleth in love, dwelleth in God.
And the joy of love ftands in the clofeft

¢ .connection with the felf-denied labour of

it. Accordingly the great fupernatural com- .
mandment which gives life to the dead in
trefpafles and fins, runs thus- in its two
branches: 1 Johniui. 23. And thisis bis com-
mandment, that we fhould believe on the nanie
of bis Son fefus Chrift, and love one another,
as be gave us commandment. And be that
keepeth bis commandments, dwelleth in bim, and
be in bim: and bereby we know that be abideth
in us, by the Spirit which be bath given us.
And furely nothing can be more proper,
than that the gracious commandment which
gives life to the dead, by making the evi-
dence of the truth, or the light of divine

I ‘““ love
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“ Jove to fhine into their hearts, thould_like-
“ wife CI]_]OIII thofe who aré’ made alive, the
€ proper work and exercrfe wherein their new

« Jife 1s to be enjoyed and promoted to 'its
< .perfection. - | ‘

“ Po you then held- for ‘true what the
‘ apoﬁles teftified concerning Jefus of Naza-
“ reth? Theﬂ furely you hold their teftis
- mony to be gofpel, to be good news or glad
¢ tidinigs; for-in this light ‘it appears to every
“« one who believes or holds it for true. Do
 you think it a faithful faymg, that Chrift
“* Jefus came imto-the world' to fave finners?
«« Then furely you muft think it a very ac-
¢ ceptable fiying, yea worthy of all accepta-
‘¢ tion. You muft confider that: fiying, or,
<« which is-the fame thing, him of whom it
< teftifies, as worthy to be aﬁeé’clonately re-
¢.-ceived, embraced or cleaved to, at the rate
< of rlﬂdncr or lofing every thing befides.
«« The ﬁrﬁ: Chriftians received Jefus Chrift
« a5 their Lord; when, feparating themfelves
““ from all ftrangers, they joined together in
¢ the Chriftian church order and difcipline,
“ for the exercife of brotherly love accordlncr

¢¢ to Chrift’s commmand.
¢« Read
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- ¢ Read the A&s of the‘ai:-o&_les, aﬁd fou

will find, that to be added or joined to the
church, to be added to the Lord, and
with purpofe of heart to cleave to the
Lord, are all expreflions of the fame ime-

port.

¢ Paul making joyful mention of the or-
der of the Colofiian church, and the fted-
faftnefs of their faith thereby manifefted,
exhorts them to perfeverance in that order
which appeared fo beautiful in his eyes,
in this manner: As ye bave therefore re-
cezved Chrift fefus the Lord, fo walk ye in
bim. He faw how they had received Chrift
by the order into which his authority had
introduced them ; therefore when he ex-
horts them to walk in Chrift, as they had
received him, they could be at no lofs to
fee that the Chriftian walk he was calling
for, was no other than perfeverance in that
order into which Chrift’s authority had
brought them, by their continuing to ob-
ferve all things Chrift commanded his
apoftles to teach his difciples. . All the
* practices whereof Paul was both a teacher

and
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< and pattern to the Gentile churches, were
“ ways of walking in Chrift. So hé tells
¢« the Corinthians, he had fent them Timo-
¢ thy his beloved fon and faithful in the
““ Lord, who, {ays he, fball bring you into re-
“ smembrance of my ways which be in Chrif?,
«“ as I teach every where 1n every church. You
““ may be well afflured then, that all thofe
‘¢ teachers talk very idly to you, to fay no
¢ worfe, who preach up any other way, of
¢« receiving, refting upon, embracing, or
¢« cleaving to Chrift, or who go about to de-
‘““ fcribe any other way of walking in Chrift,
¢ than as the Coloffian church received

< him.

<« Now, after all that can be faid about
« the evidence of the truth, or divine glory
¢« of the gofpel, it is to be feared, fome of
““ you will {till obje&, and fay, ¢ We can-
‘“ not believe. We have been diligent in
‘¢ reading, praying, and hearing fermons, en-
‘¢ deavouring to obtain a comfortable change
‘“ of our ftate; and though we cannot fay
“ our endeavours have hitherto been fuccefs-
<« ful, yet we retain a fincere efteem for

« Chrifts worthy minifters and fervants, and
‘« would
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would be glad if any of them could dire&
us how .to exercife ourfelves In religion
more to our real benefit and comfort than
formerly : for, without our finding in our-
felves at leaft fome promifing fign of an ap-
proaching change to the better, we cannot
be perfuaded that what Chnift did long be-
fore we were born, 1s alone {ufficient to.

juftify us as we prefently ftand. Can

you give us no directions then how we
thould be exercifed in order to fuch a
change ?’—The anfwer is fhort, None at
all. You have heard what the apoftles tef-
tify of Chrift, and you cannot believe it ;
ftand to your hazard then, and take the
confequence.

« The apoftles long ago gave their fenfe
of your hazard, as well as of the true rea-
fon of your unbelief, when fetting forth
the evidence of the truth, they added, Be-

ware therefore [leff that come upon you
which is written in the prophets, Behold, ye
defpifers, and awonder, and perifh. You
canriot believe, becaufe whatever honour-
able mention you make of Chrift and his
work, ftill you think his work too little,

i C ‘“ too
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¢ too defpicable a thing to be your only
¢« and entire recommendation to the divine
¢« favour without more. ‘Go on then with
‘¢ your ferious endeavours to perform the ar-
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duous tatk ye have heard called by the
name of faith. As you fow, you fhall
reap. All the encouragement you have
from him who fpeaks in -the Scriptures,
runs thus: Bebold, all ye that kindle a fire,
that compafs yourfelves about with [parks :

walk in the light of your fire, and in the
Jparks that ye bave kindled. This fPall ye

bave of mine band, ye fhall lie down in for-
row. | g

““ But fome will fill object-and fay, What
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ftrange doctrine is this! Would you hold

‘forth the gofpel in fuch a light as to fet
‘afide our duty, or rather to make our do-

ing our duty acrime? The anfwer is ready ;
Far be it! You have got no reafon for.

advancing fuch a queftion. The divine.

law given long before Chrift came, and to
which every man’s confcience bears witnefs, :
is holy, juft, and good, univerfally and
invariably binding on all men, whether
they believe the gofpel or not. The gofpel

| ““ never

h-..__
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¢« pever cameé to weaken, but greatly to en-
¢ force: the obligation of the divine law.
¢« Would you know your duty then? Confult
¢ the law. - Want you dire¢tions what to do,
< or how to be exerciled in order to live and
¢« be happy? The law contains a. complete
¢« fum of fuch direttions, The law of the
¢¢ ‘Lord is perfe¢t. And you cannot feek di-
¢ rections any where elfe without charging it
¢ with imperfection. It is in all refpeéts your
¢ indifpenfable duty to do all things required
« by it. Mofes has often declared, that the
¢ man who doth thefe things fhall live in
“ them. And this he declared to thofe who
“ were already finners, even as we are; for
¢ he had none but fuch to give his law to.
“ 1 Ezekiel in like manner fays, If the wicked
< turn from bis fin, and do that which is law-~ -
«« ful and r: ght s—if be walk in the flatutes of
f‘ iife without commitiing iniquity ; be fhall
““ furely live, be fhall not die. None of bis fins
‘¢ that be bath committed, (hall be mentioned unto
“ bim: be bath done that wbhich is lawful
“and right ; be fhall furely live. Jefus Chrift
¢ alfo pointed at the extenfive demand of
‘ the perfect law, and addrefling himfelf like-
¢ wife to fuch as were already finners, fays ex-

C 2 ‘“ preefsly,
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pre(sly, This do, and thou fhalt live. Do your
Duty then, and you fhall certainly live
and be happy; for this is the uniform doc-
trine of Mofes and the prophets, con-
firmed by the declaration of Jefus Chrift
himfelf. |

““ Many, defpifing difputes about faith,
take a pleafure in faying, If we do as we
would be done by, we hope God will not
condemn us, or make any .inquiry abou
what was our faith. Agreed: Do this, an

you fhall live. If you hope then to liv

by doing your duty, take care hencefort!
to do it perfectly., If you who have al
ready finned, hope to live by your repern
tance, take care that your repentance t
fincere, uniform, effectual, and permanen

= Let your ‘repentance be fuch an effe&tu

turning away from all fin, as to admit
no return in any one inftance. Let it |
fuch a turning to righteoufnefs as to adn
of no failure. For the moment you fail

any one inftance, all your former righteo
nefs goes for nothing. Hearken not to th
teachers, who would perfuade you to co
pendize or abridge your duty into one

“ m
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more alts of faith, contrition, or repen-
tance. This would be making void, yea
mocking both the law and the gofpel: for

- neither of thefe acknowledge that for righ-

teoufnefs which comes fhort of perfetion.
Do not then 1magine, that God will accept
of any righteoufnefs fhort of perfection, be it

called fincerity,or by any other name. If you

pretend then to do any thing lefs or more

‘in order to acceptance with God, you muft

do every thing. God is not to be mocked.
Go not about to impofe on yourfelves, by
fubftituting, inftead of the perfe&t obedience
God’s law requires, any ambiguous, equi-
vocal acts or motions of the heart. For you
cannot do your duty to purpofe, unlefs in

plain terms, and 1n good earneft, you obey

every divine precept, performing every
thing required, and avoiding every thing
forbidden by the divine law. On the
other hand, if there be any of you who,
after many repeated trials, have found all
your moft ferious endeavours to do your
duty to prove in the iflue both unfuccefs-
ful and deceitful, and have accordingly
been brought to defpair of fo much as
thinking one good thought, if it could fave

¢¢ your
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¢“ your fouls for ever, then . certainly yow
¢ have great reafonr to blefs God for that
¢“ gofpel, which evinces, with the’ higheft
¢ kind of demonftration, that all is aircady

« done.” :

Thus far the preacher of Paul’s gofpel ;
who, were he.to preach never fo oft, hdth no
other weapon to handle, nothing elfe to infift
én in regard ' to!juftification, but the fimple
truth, even the divine teftimony concerning a
righteoulnefs already wrought for thofe who
have none of their own. He appears not in
the character of a digector, but rather as a
herald © he comes not to impofe upon his
hearers by changing the -gofpel into fome new
law of works : he comes. not: propofing new
regulations or refinements about. duty, teaching
mern how to exerst or exercife ‘them{elves: to
better punpofe than formerly, but déclaring
and evincing, from the Scripturés, what God
hath already done for the relief of thofc whe

are in dflpf:rate cxrcumﬁances. .

- J

Thus. employcd Was Paul who. gwe$ thlS
account.;of his. miniftcy : 7% bave. rewounced

the ézddt'zz things of diffonefly, not walking iz
craftinefs,

-

. -

m“ﬁ_ Y
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¢raftinefs, nor bandling the word of God aeceit-
Sfully, but vy manifeflation :y” the truth, comi-
Wending ourfelves to every man's confcience in
the fight of God. In the book of the Alts we
have Paul’s conftant manper of preaching
pften defcribed to us, particularly Aéts xvii. 2.
- And Paul, as pis manner was, went in unte
them, and three fabbath-days reafoned with them
out Qf‘ the Scriptures, opening and alledging, (or
‘evincing), 2bat Chrift muft needs bave fuffered,
and rifen again from the dead ; and thar this
Fefus whom I preach unto you, is Chriff. Yea,
when he had occafion to preac:h at Rome 2

whole day, from morning unto evening, we
r;ire told. what-he infifted on all the time, in
this manner : Ac¢ts xxviii., 2 3. And when they
Dbad appointed bim a day, there came many to
dim. into bis lodging ; to whom be expounded and
'gqﬂgﬁed the kingdom of God, perfuading them
goncerning Fefus, both out of the law of "Mofes,
#nd out of the prophets, from morning till even-
é2g. Nar did he change his fubject; though
@e many times preached at-Rome: #nd Paul/
dwelt two whole years in bisown bired houfe, and
xeceived all that came in unto bim, preaching the
,?iﬂgdam’ of Gad, and reaching thofe things which
woncern the Lord :_}‘ef %S Cérffﬂ , With all confidence,
d 3 79
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no man forbidding bim. And he himfelf fays to
the Corinthians, And I, bretbren, when I came
£0 you, came not with excellency of [peech, or of
wifdom, declaring unto you the teftimony of God.
For I determined not to know any thing among
you, fave Fefus Chrift, and bim crucified. And
from many other paffages, fuch as A&s ix. 20.
and xx. 24. and 2 Tim. 1v. 6, 7. it appears,
that this was the topic he never wearied of,
from his converfion to his death, What a
poor figure would that clergyman make, who
had no other topic to infift on, nothing elfe to
attach his parith to him but this!

Let us now fuppofe, as formerly hinted,
that Paul’s gofpel makes a dozen or two of
converts in fuch a parith as has been defcrib-
ed ; that they obtain two or more elders, as
a. -prefbytery, to prefide among them ; and
then let us obferve the confequence. - You
find them immediately complying with the
exhortation which Peter largely infifted on to
the believers on the day of Pentecoft, and
which is fummed up in thefe words: Save
(or feparate) yourfelves from this untoward ge-
neration, And henceforward you find them
continuing ftedfaftly, every l.ord’s day at

leaft,
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. ]:eaﬂ:,, in" the : apoftles doctrine and fellowthip;
3 lor contrlbutlon) and 1in breaking of bread;
7 and.in prayers.” You find ‘them maintaining
" charity, by the exercife of the Chriftian dif-
cipline, according to Matth, xviii, and 1 Co-
. rinth. chap. v.. You find them faluting one
another with a kifs of charlty., ufing hofpltahxy
one to another without grudging, ready to do
. themeaneft offices of love, not neglecting even
to wafh one anaother’s feet when néed requires,
 In a word, you find them maintalning fervent
- charity among themiclves, in oppofition to
all the enemies of the Chriftian faith and
- order, ftanding faft In one f{pirit, with one
' mind, flriving together for the faith of the
.i- gofpel, in- nothing terrified by their adverfu~
ries. Read Paul’s firft chapter to the Philip~ |
| pians, and you will find this is what he meant
by a converfation becoming the gofpel ;. {o
i you may perceive that his notion of fuch a
tconverfation differed very widely from what N
$is now entertained by thofe reckoned the beft
inifters, and the beft people. As the el-
dders would be the leaders - in fuch a conver-
Kation, their employment muft be of a very
flifferent nature from that of the parith-mi-
hifter ; but how great the difference may not
D {o
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{fo readily and diftin&tly appear,.but to" thofe
who have {feen both. How provoking all
this would appear to their neighbours, - éfpe-
cially to' thofe: reckoned the godly, or the
faints of the parith, can .{carce be rightly
conceived, except by. thofe who have had
occafion to obferve the fact.

The world can patiently bear wuh a man
helding almoft any. peculiarity of opinion,
while it has no very uncommon effet on

- his condué : but the appearance of a fociety
: clofely united by, and at all hazards firmly
* maintaining that divine truth which condemns

the world, is a fight which the world never
did, pever can endure with patience. It
proves an intolerable eye-fore to them, galling,
them in the tendereft part, and provoking
| them to perfecute, as far as civil government,
or other reftraints interpofed by Providence,
| -will allow : {o that however they may be re-
| {trained, the fame difpofition to treat Chrift’s
-difciples with all manner of hatred and con-
tempt, will ftill be manifeft, till Chrift ap-

pear the fecond.time to take vengeance o
-his adverfaries.
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It was the will of Chrift, that his true
difciples thould always be thus obnoxious to
the ‘world, even as they .were all predefti-
nated to be conformed to his image. Paul
joyfully concludes, that the word of God had
obtained its proper effet in the Theflulonian
church, becaufe he found them f{uffering like
things from-their countrymen, as the Jud=an
churches did from -the Jews. And it is evi-
dent from many places of the New Tefta-
ment, that it cannot appear that the word of
God has its proper effect in any other age or
country, but where Chrift’s difciples are dif-
tinguifthed from their countrymen, and. ob-
noxious to their hatred, in like manner as
Chrift and his followers were.

ra-

The apoftles were {o far from confidering fuch
a fituation as difadvantageous to true Chrifti-
anity, that we find them always taking notice
of it with joy and thank{giving, as an evident
token that their friends in the faith {o fitu-
ated, were ~predeftinated to eternal glory.
So we never find them fignifying a wifh that
the cafe were otherwife, or giving directions
to Chriftians for operating a change of their
ituation,
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fituation, but very much to the contrary.
They would not exchange the joyful profpect
they had of the future glory of their fuffering
friends, for all the benefits which the clergy
have fince received, or expected, from an efta-
blithed or triamphantdtate of the church.

Very different indeed were their principles
and difpofitions from thofe of our zealous or-
thodox clergy, who labour and long for fuch
a ﬂoun{hmg ftate of Chriftianity in this world,

, being no more deprefled by bearing the
crofs after Chrift, may be attended with uni-

verfal peaée' and profperity.  What a fine

p’éfade of Chriftian zeal is exhibited by your
promoters of fchemes for 'converting the In-
dians, when, in their fermons before large
congregations, where your wealthy traders

‘make the principal figure, they move them to

contribute, by reprefenting, in the moft flat-
tering view, the great difference between
their Chriftian audience and the unconverted
Indians ; by fhewing what a bleffed and ho-
nourable work it would be to contribute teo
the conveifion of thofe who are fitting in
darknefs, and under the fhadow of death;
and what 3 glorious préfpé& to {ee {o many
. Pagan
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Pagan nations tranflated from the power of

darknefs into the kingdom of Chrift; not for-
getting to remind the audience, that, in thus
promoting the kingdom of Chrift, they would
at the fame time promote the extent and
glory of the Britith empire!

What bewitching views are thefe! Yet we
cannot fuppofe, that the Chriftian audience, or
their teachers, mean any other thing by the
converfion of the Indians, than their becoms

- ing like themfelves, that is, in reality at leaft

twofold worfe than they were before they be-
came acquainted with fuch neighbours. For
who knows not that the Indians daily lofe
their former {implicity of manners, and grow
hardened in vices {carce known among them
before, 1n proportion as their intercourfe
with their Chriftian neighbours increafes?

After all; it will perhaps be difficult for you
to unmafk the zealous clergy, fo as clearly
to perceive the hypocrify of their plaufible pre-

tences of promoting Chrift’s kingdom, till they

be put to the proper and moft effectual trial,
by feeing the genuine appearance of Chrift’s
kingdom, as exhibited in the firft churches,
2 | prefented
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prefented before them, or openly fhowing it-
felf in their. neighbourhood, in the confident
profeffion of the apoftolic faith, .love, and
hope. If you fhould-{ee their " diflike and
contempt of this holding pace with their zeal
for national Chriftianity, thén you could no
longer doubt how they {tood affc&ed to Chrift

and his Kingdom.

'M_a.y-I prefume: then that you will fairly
make the trial, and that {fo foon as you can
find two or three hearty friends in the faith,
“xou will clofely join yourfelf to them, in de-
termined feparation from all others, waiting
on the Lord by prayer and {upplication; till
he increafe your number, and grant you the
complete order of a church? Then your very
fituation, both in regard to the concerns of
vour union among yourfelves, and your OppoO-
fition to your common adverfaries, will hew
you a great propriety in many paffages of
the New Teftament, that you .could 'not
otherwife well perceive; becaufe it would real-
ize to you the fituation of the firft churches,
.and gradually lead you into the fame views
that.filled the minds of the apoftles when they
.wrote to the churches.  You will then find no
7 occafion
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occafion for the common way of preaching
to faints and finners; for you will {oon find
the faints of the parifh to be the greateft ene-
mies to you, and to the gofpel maintained by
you. But if you think of faints in the fame
fenfe with Paul, it will be found, that the
do&rine fitteft to heal the confcience of the

greateft finner 1s the beft food for them;

for holinefs confifts in the love of that very
dotrine, Wifhing you then all comfort in
your becoming a brother and companion in

the kingdom and patience of Jefus Chrift,
I am,

DeAarR SIR,

May 6, 17603.

’

‘ours, &C.



