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P REF A CEL

TO THE READEIR., o=

HE following Dialogue is upon a fubject of
general concern, and of the moft interefting
nature 3 therefore it is humbly offered to the ferious
confideration of all, and, through the Divine blefling,
may be of great ufe to promote gofpel faith, and
brotherly love among Chriftians of all denominations.
Various are the opinions which have been formed
of the Chriftian dotrine and worfhip ; but I verily
think, that there nas been a greater contraft between
the tempers of profeffors than their fentiments in
many refpects, which has occafioned much wrangling
and 1ll-nature, to the great difhonour of the Chriftian
" name, and abfolutely contrary to the genius of the
Gofpel, But, blefled be God, we live in happier
times 3 which muft be imputed much more to his
over-ruling providence than to any real change of
temper amongft profeflors 1n generai, which 1s too

evident in the condu& of fome, who cenfure and
{peak evil of all who differ from them, and look

upon every attempt to unite the affections of Chnif-
t1ans to each other as militating againit true religion ;
and I will not deny, that this may be juftly faid of
fome who are not much concerned about the truth
of the Gofpel, and therefore put every opinion about
religion upon a level; but I cannot fee, that becaiife
I love a perfon who acknowledgeth the great truths
of the Gofpel, ,(and whofe deportment is in the gene-
ral conformed to it) as a truly religious man, although
he differs from me in fome things, that therefore I
'- - A 2 mult
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muft look upon thofe points held by him of the fame
authority with thefe, which, on deliberate enquiry, I
have found to be truly {criptural : neither do I think
that it 1s any breach of Chniftian love to converfe in
a candid and affectionate manner, (with a view to the
glory of God) about the grounds of our difference,
while we leave every man to be fully perfwaded in
his own mind as in the fight of God; being fully
affured, that in the main truths of the Gofpel we are
agreed, and that cur difference about fome things
doth not arife from oppolfiticn, but from education
and different perceptions, therefore we cordially love
each.other as the genuine difciples of Chrift; and fo
far as we agree, join mutueily i worfhipping and
confiding in the Father, the Son, and the Holy
Ghoft, the one eternal God, who bath called us out
of derknefs iito bis marvellous light, thus endeavouring
10 edify one another in love. A condut different
from this is exprefsly forbidden by our Lord, Mark
IX. 39. Fefus faid unto bim, Forbid bim not, for there
15 20 man céir do @ miracle i wy name that can lightly
[peak evil of e 5 fo it may be truly faid, that no man
can place entire confidence in Chniit for eternal fal-
vation, and lightly difobey him; and all {uch as love
the Lord Jefus Chrift ought to be highly regarded
by us, though in fome things we may differ, For
fuppofing I may have attained to a more full know-
ledge of the Scripture than another, yet if I have not
the {pirit and temper of the Gofpel, I am more ma-
terially deficient than he who is really a partaker of
that {pirit, though dark in fome points contained in
the word of God; and as love 1s the diftinguithing
mark of a Chriftian, therefore we ought to cherifh it
in ourfelves, and promote 1t in others, according to
the will of Chrift, who faith, A new commandment |
give unto you, that you love one anotber. Love is that
which he himfelf hath exercifed 1n 2 moft marvellous
manner, and 1n the higheft degree, even to us whaq
are hell-deferving finners, which cannot but recom-
mend it to all who profefs faith 1n him; and the more

fully
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fully we are enabled to fec the incomparable beauty of
the Lord, and are perfwaded of his fpecial love to us,
the more (hall our hearts be attralted and affimilated
to him, and to.all who are formed into his image ;
but, aithough 1 hearuly and earneltly wifh, that all
the dear children of God were fully ptrfuaded of their
particular intereft in Chrift, yet 1 am far from agreeing
with the Reverend Mr. Barclay, who maintains, thac
full affurance of fpecial intereft in Chrift is effential
to faith, fo that none are believers, nor the children
of God, who are not thus perfuaded. This, his af-
fertisn, bas not only a tendzncy to dillrefs the minds
of thofe whom God would have comforred, but it is
alfo contrary to his holy word, which I fhall endea-
vour in a few inftances to fhew ; and allow me
humbly to oblerve, that this Gentleman preaches of
faith as if all other minilters dented it ; whereas many
do declare, 1n a more fcriptural way, that that faith
which is of the operation of God is accompanied
with {weet conlolations to the foul, and good hope
(through grace) of eternal hife, in and by Jefus
Chnift our Loid, which 1s received direltly by faith
without works. But they differ much from him in
warning profeflors in general againft relting in an
empty “and froitlefs fmh fcriouﬂy declaring, that
however tyll and ftrong their alfurance of faith may
be, yet 1f 1t is not productive of goud works, it is not
the faith.of God's elect, and thry have the conduft
of Chrift and the Apoltles to countenance them.
Matth. vil. 2 1. Not every oie that [nith unto e, Lord,
Lerd, fbcll enter into the Kiugdem of Heaven, but be
that doth the will of my Father which is in Heaven.
Their caibing him Lord, implies that they had faith

their repeating it, fays that it was an appropriating
faith and glorying in him; but their noc dotng the
will of God, proved that their faith was not from a
divine principle wrought in the foul, nor having a
real union to Chnift, thm ore it proﬁteth nothmg
unto falvation. Again, St Paul faith, 1 Cor. xiil. 2.

Though I Leve all faitiy o that I could remove moun-
jains,
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. 2ains, and bave wot charity, I am wnothing y {o that a
man may have the faith of working miracles, and not
have that faith that worketh by love and yet fuch
perfons are generally very confident of their intereft
in Chrift ; whereas thofe who are the {ubjects of real
orace, and of that faith which purifieth their hearts
unto the unfeigned love of Chrift and all men, efpe-
cially thofe who are of the houthold of faith ; they,
I fay, who have leaft reafon to fear concerning their
istereft in Chrift, are often attacked with doubts
zbout the reality of it; for Satan, their great adver-
{ary, will not (if he can) fuffer them long to enjoy the
exercife and comfort of that faith, which is totihem the
{ubftance of things hoped for, and the evidence of
things not {een, thewr victory over the world, and
that whereby they refift the Devil, as alfo the fhield
by whichi they quench his fury darts ; ; and we may
with great propriety aflert, that, that faith which
was never violently affaulted by Satan, 1s not of .
God, forall that is of the grace of the Holy Ghoft is
{troncrly oppofed by hlm who goes about like &
roaring lion, feeking whom be may devour, 1 Pet. v.-8.
and he even prefumed to tempt our blefled Lord
himfelf, Matth. wv. 3. When the tempier came unto
bim, be faid, If thou be the Son of God, command that
thefe flowes be made breed. Did he thus throw his
fiery darts at the green tree, and will he not do 1t to
“the dry? Dud he tempt the only begotten of the
Father in this as well as_in other things, and will he
let thofe who are only the adopted fons and daughters
of God, will he, I fay, let them go free ? Surely, no: he
defires to fift them all as wheat, and unweariedly en-
deavours to take from them this piece of their heavenly
armour ; which may be compared to Mofes’s hand,
when it was lifted up, Ifrael prevailed ; but when it
was down, Amalek prevailed; even fo when this di-
vine faith of affurance in Chrift, as the Lord our
richteoufnefs, ftrength, and falvation: Ifay when
this faith is in hvely a&mﬂs on Chrift as aforefaid,
under the power of the Holy Ghoft, then the Chrif-

nan
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¢tian becomes a conqueror over Satan, and all his
connections only in and through Chrift, who hath
loved him, and therefore Satan endeavours to make
them queftion this their intereft, well knowing that
if this is weakened, fo will all the other parts of the
Chriltian armour be; and this his temptation has
fometimes power over them; 1ft, From the fenfe
they have of the greatnels of their iniquities and
hell-defervednefs. Pfal. 1. 4. 2dly, By the fight
they have of the fink of fin which is in their hearts,
therefore they are eafily brought to think that there
is nothing of Chrift in them, becaufe of fo much cor-
ruption and unbelief. Prov. xxx. 2, 3. 3dly, By
the Lord’s fometimes withdrawing the fweet mani-
feftations of his love, either for fin done, or for the
prevention of it. Pfal. xxx. 7. Thou bideft thy face,
ond I was troubled. Laftly, The temprtation is
{trengthened by fome awful Providence which they are
under, as Afaph in the 73d Pfalm, Heman in the §8th
Pfalm, Job, and many others recorded in Scripture.
But poffibly Mr. Barclay may with {ome others fay,
that as Chrift is fpoken of in his {tate of humiliation
by the Prophets and in the Pfalms, therefore all thefe
parts which exprefs diftrefs or dejection of mind, are
only to be applied to Chrif, and not to his people ;
for 1t is he that repented for us, that was tempted
for us; and the ftony heart is taken away from us in
him, and when he was born, we were born in him,
and all that 1s faid of a work of grace in the hearts
of his people, and the fruits of it in their lives, &c.
15 ali to be applied to Chrift, no alteration being (as
they fay) in his people, but s all in him. Itis, indeed,
aflfuredly believed by all who are taught of God, that
his eternal Son “did attually affume human nature
into a perfonal union with himfelf, and in his human
nature was tempted, dejected, was deferted for a
while of God and of man, obeyed the precept, and
bore the penalty of the law, fuffered both in body
ana in foul, in life and death, in the moft painful
and ignominious manner 3 and all this he'did in the

13
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law room of his people, for be was made fir for us,
w020 Rz #Q finy 1oal we sight be made the righteonfiefs
¢f Ged i by but doth this exempt them totally
rrom ail afflictions, tempiation, mourning, and
dzath? No, furely: we fee that they are fubjed to
all afihi¢tions, both 1n body and mind, even as Chrift
was; their {ufierings are In no degree, or in no fenfe
meritorious, This was only peculiar to Chrift’s doing
and dyisg s neither deth his people fuffer in any re-
ipect like unto him, either in regard to the degree
or cacie of his {fufierings; all his were the fruit of a

roken covenant, and ‘the penalty and curfe of the
law. Gal. wm. 13. Chrift hath redeemed us from the
curfe of the law, being made a curfe for usy 1o that in
this there 1s an eflential and material difference be-
tween the {ufferings of Chrift and the fufferings of
his people; =il their affliCtions come in the way. of

ercy, accompanied with new covenant bleflings,
and the end of them all is, not meritorioufly nor
efficiently, but Initrumentally to take away fin.
Ifai. xxvit. g. They are fo far from being freed from
a likenefs to Chrift in heart and life, that they are
ablolutely appointed to it: For whomn be did fore-
knsw, be olfo did predeflinate to be conformed to the
image of kis Sen, Rom. viil. 29.  And this conformity
does confift in a likenefs to him in temptations, fut-
ferings, holinefs in hearr and life, death, refurrection
and eternal glory ; the purpofe of God is not that
Chrift -oniy fhould be all this for them, but thac
they alfo fhould 1n all this be conformed to him in

their meafure. Is Chrilt holy, {o fhall they be holy,
being after God cieated in righteoufue(s and true holinefs,
rphef. 1v. 24. Is Chnilt pure, meek, humble, &c:
fo are thev called to be, and fo thall they be, Matth.
V. 5, 8. Matth. x1. 29. Did Chrift abound 1n good
works, fo fhall they, for they are God's workinanfuip
created in Chiift Fefus unto gocd works, Eph. 1. 10,
Was Chrift hated and perfecuted by the world, fo
fhall they be, John xv. 18. Did Chnft while in our
world weep and mourn, {o fhall they under the in-

fluence
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Auence of the fpirit of grace. They fball look upon me

whom they bave pierced, and fball mourn for bim, Je.
Zech. xii. 10. And thus 1 might thew, that in every
thing there i1s 2 near refemblance betwixt Chrift and
his people, both as the refult of his eternal purpofe,
and the effe¢t of his divine grace in the hearts of his
chofen, in their vital union and growing up into
him ; and this union might be 1illuftrated by many
natural things; let one inftance fuffice, viz. the vine :
the fulnefs of life and juice 1s in the root; yet if the
fame juice and life is not diffufed to the branches,
they will be fruitlefs, die, and wither; fo if Chrift
doth not communicate of his life and fulnels to us,
we have abfolutely no communion with him. In a
word, though what is {aid in the Scriptures, con-
cerning diftrefs and dejection of mind, waseminently
experienced by, and fulfilled in, our Lord Jefus
Chrnft, yet it was alfo experienced perfonally by the
Saints whom we read of in the Scriptures; many were
filled with great fears through various temptations,
and as 1t was then, fo it isnow; for though the Lord
hath faid concerning the enemy, hitherto fhalt thou
come, and no furthers and he will not {uffer his
people to be tempted above what he enables them
to bear, but will make a way for their efcape; and
Chrift bath prayed that cheir faith fail not, therefore
it fhall never finally be vanquithed ; neverthelefs,
Satan 1s fometimes fuffered to make their hearts to
faint, and their hands to- hang down, till the Lord
is gracioufly pleafed to come, both in an immediate
way to their hearts, with divine fupport, and inftru-
mentally, by raifing up againt the enemy his faithful
minifters in all ages; who, like Aaron and Hur,
hath laboured hard to bear up the Lord’s people’s
hand of faith; not encouraging their doubts, but
endeavouring to expel them, by fetting before them
the fulnefs, freenefs, efficacy, and perpetuity of rich
fovereign grace; which reigns through Chrift Jefus unto
eternal life, amd is unto oll, and upon all them that be-
lieve.  And in this they a&t agreeably to their divine

B inftructions
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inftructions from their -heavenly mafter, who hath
faid to all his minmifters, Coiifort ye. coinfort ye my
people, faith your God. Speax ye comfortably to Feru-
[elen, and cry unto ber, that ber <wereforeis accomplifbed,
that ber iniquity is pardsned; for fhe kbath veceived of
the Lord’s band double for cll bei fiis, Hat. x1. 1. The
perfons here fpoken of are the real people of God,
and the fubjedts of his grace, and {uppoled to be in
diftrefs, with doubts and fears, refpecting the remif-
fion of their fins ; therefore the prophet, and all the
minifters of Chnft, are warranted, vea, even com-
manded to fet before his people, and, in a minifterial
way, to apply to them 1n a {pecial manner, all the
benefits flowing from the everlafting love of God,

and the mediation of our Lord Jefus Chrilt. He has
commanded his minifters to preach the golpel to

every creature ; and {inners in general are called to
repent, and believe the goipel ; but the comfort and
~privileges of it are only.to be applied in the aforefaid
.way, by minifters to thofe who are brought under the
power of 1, by feeing the abfolute necefiity of an
intereft in Chrift, while, at the {ame time, they are
filled with doubts and fears; and therefore, the mi-
nifters of the gofpel are commanded again and again

to flrengthen the weak hauds, to confirin the feeble knees,
and o (ay to them who are of a fearful beart, Be firong,
fear wot : bebold, your God will come with vengeance,
even God.with ¢ recompenfe s be will come and fave
you, Ial. xxxv. 4. And as the Lord hath thus en-

joined his minifters, fo his own conduct is agreeable
thereunto : .he firit woundeth, and then healeth ; he

killeth, and he maketh alive; he firft convinceth of
fin, and then of righteoufnefs. I will not fay how
long or how fhort 2 time the Lord may fuffer his
people to lIye in their wounds, as it were,. before
they are healed ; it is {fometimes inflantaneous, by
the application of the blood of Chrift to the wounded
confcience, as feems to have been the cafe of Lydia,
and many others recorded in the New Teftament,

Adts xvi, 14, whereas we fee it otherwile with
o the
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the Jallor mentioned in the fame chapter, and efpe-
cially in regard to the converfion of Saul, chap. ix.
and fo we find the Lord’s people at times, ‘even after’
their acknowledging the Lord for their God, brought-
into fears and doubts, not from -any abfolute reafon
for it, but from the aforefaid caufe, and the weak-
nefs or littlenefs of their faith; which, T fuppofe,
will be admitted of, being expreflly declared' in the

Scriptures ; for our Lord fays, O ye of little faith,
wherefore doft thou doubt. We {te the perfon our

Lord fpoke to was a believer, though weak in faith g
which is a full proof that real believers are fubje to
doubts, yet our Lord does not configcn them over
to hell, becauft they doubt, but he gracioufly re-
moves their doubts, both minifterially and efficiently;
and in proof of this, I might cite a great part of the
word of the Lord. Hear him thus {peaking the fol-:
lowing comfortable words to the diftrefled and doubt-
ing Zion: lai. xiix. 14. But Zion, faith the Lord,
hath forfaken me, and my Lord bath forgotien me : here
is a double doobt; firft of his affection, and fecondly’
of his memory; but, O what a gracious anfwer, fully
adequate, to remove the doubts of his people. Caw
o woman forget ber [ucking child, that [he: fhould :not
have compaffion on the [on of ber. womb.? yea, they muny,

yet will not I forget thee, [aith the Lord. Behold,. It
bave engraven thee upon the palns of my hands tby
walls are continually before me. And as the words of
the Lord, fo the grand and eternally memorable
work of mercy, which, I think, feems to be pointed
at in the forementioned verfe, under the! phrafe, the
palins of sy bands, 1s, 1 fay, reprefented as having.a
particular refpe@ to doubting fouls, who are oftenf
attacked with great fears abour- their eternal con-

cerns, Heb. ii. 14, 15. Forafmuch then as the children

are partakers. of flefh and blood, be alfo bimfelf took

part of the fame ;5 that through death, be might deftroy
bim that bad the power of death, that is, the Devil

and deliver them, 'wlw through fear af death, were (dl
¢herr life-time fubjeld to Zzan}cfﬂge If it fhould. be que-
2 ried
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ried who they are that are fpoken of, it is manifeft
by the firft claufe, that they are the children of God,
both by elefting love and regenerating grace ; for
the life here fpoken of is not fimply their temporal
fife, for in cheir natural {tate, they are as un-
cerned and free of doubts about fpiritual things as
others. While the ftreng man armed keepeth the
houfe, the goods are n peace ; therefore we are to
underftand, that {pirituai life which they are made
partakers of, by virtue of their vital uwnion with
Chrift, from that period they are lefs or more fubjeét.
to fears, not fimply of the death of the body, but
of eternal death, as the defert of their fins. Pfal.
xxxix. 13. Thus have I touched upon fome inftances
amongft many, whereby it is abundantly evident,
that the Lord doth both {peak to, and {end his mi-
nifters to comfort and encourage his people, (who
are prone to defpondency and full of fears) by fetting
before them, and by his fpirit applying to their
hearts, the rich promifes of his everlafting love and
boundlefs grace, revealed in the Scriptures of truth,
and which reigns through Jefus Chrift unto eternal
life. But the forementioned Gentleman declares,
that thofe who doubt of their intereft in Chrift are
not the children of God. This is, indeed, offending
the generation of Gad’s people, and faddening the
hearts of thofe whom the Lord would have made
glad 3 for although they are weak, yet they are his
children 3 {o the l.ord fpeaks concerning Ephraim.
Jer. xxx1. 20. Is Ephreim my dear fon? Is be a plea-
fant cbild ? It imphes the affirmative, that he indeed
was all this unto the Lord; and though all fuch as
Ephraim was have much fears and doubts, yet they
are partakers of rcal grace, and poflefled of true
faich, being fully periwaded of the reality and dig-
nity of Chrift’s perfon and charaéter in every refpet
according to the Scripture, and verily believe the
fulnefs and efficacy of his grace, and the perfection
of his righteoufnefs, to the juftification of all thofe
who are cloathed therewith, and vitally unitfi? to

Im 3
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him 3 but their fears and doubts proceed from a:

temptation, to think that they are not of the happy
number, while they are earneftly breathing after both
an intereft in bim and conformity to him ; which are
all evident effeéts of that grace which is of the ope-
ration of God, and accompanies falvation ; and al-
though doubts and fears are both diftrefling to -the
{oul and dithonouring to God, as itis a degree of
diftrut of his love and faithfulnefs, yet, as they are
through - divine grace brought to mourn over the
iniquity of their ways, and the degeneracy, corrup-
tion, and unbelict of their hearts, the Lord will not
deal with them as if they were the children of the
Devil ; for though he be be bigh and lofty one that
inbabiteth eternity, whofe name is boly, he faith, [
dwell in the kigh and boly place, with bim alfo that is
of a contrite and bumble [pirit, to revive the [pirit of
the bumble, and to revive the beart of the contrite ones,
Ifai. Ivii. 15 verle 18 T have feen bis ways, and will
beal bimy I will lead bim alfo. and refore comforts to
him and to bis mourners. But Mr. Barclay would ex-
clude from every degree of hope every doubting
foul, and all who .condole with them ;5 which 1s dia-
metrically oppofed to the text, and far from the con-
dué& of our bleffed Redeemer, who will not break the
bruifed reed, nor quench the finoking flax 5 his errand
into the world was to bind up the broken hearted, to
appoint unto them that mourn in Zion, to give unto
them beauty- for afbes, the oil of joy for mourning, and
the garments of praife for the [pirit of heavinefs, Hal.
Ixl, 3.  And as all this, and much more to the fame
. purpofe, 1s contained In the teftimony of God; how
can he pretend to believe it, when he is {fo oppofed
to 1t 3 for if the Lord does himfelf fpeak, and fend
his minifters to comfort his people under difconfolate
apprehenfions concerning their eternal ftate, then
it follows, that the people of God .are fometimes in
doubts and fears, and to deny this is to difcredis the

teftimony of God in this poinf,
The above Gentleman tells us, that unbelief 1s
the
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the fin againft the Holy Ghoft. It is, indeed, true,
that every degree of f{in 1s- agamnit the one eternal
God, Father, Son, and Holy Ghoft ; dnd that un-
belief, m the grofieft fenfe of the word, is an ingre-
dient in that fin which is faid o be acram& the Holy
Ghoft; but I humbly think, that ic fully appears
from Matth X1l 371, 32. and 1ts connection with the
preceding verfes, that the fin againft the Holy Ghott
15 the imputing all the wonderful and gracious effeéts
done in proof of, and In conjun&ion with, the doc~
trines of Chnft, and wrought by ‘the power of - the
Holy. Gnoft, bo:h eyternally and internally in the
hearts of his peoPIe 1t 1s, Ifay,. afcribing all this to
the agency of the Devil, from a malicious heart.and
wicked defign, even againft the convition-of their.
own minds. John ix. 41.—Heb. x, 29. ‘This is a
fin of the moft complicated nature, and not what
may be called {imple unbelief, even when taken in
the higheft fenfe of the word ; for though there are
fome who have much fears and doubits, yet they are
partakers of real grace, and poffefled of the eflence
of Golpel faith ; which lies not fimply in believing
our own intereft in Chrift, but in believing that Jefus
Chrift is the Son of God, and receiving him as our
Prophet, Prieft, and King, confiding in him alone
for eternal life. They who thus believe, from a di-
vine influence on their hearts, fo that they turn .to
God from the love and practice of fin, and allo from
all confidence in their own righteouinefs, {eeking jul-
tification and acceptance with God, through the alonc
doing and dying of our Lord jefus Chrift. ThlS Ifay,
is true faiths and even admitting that there is a decrree
of unbelief 1n their doubting, yet they are not to be
denominated unbelievers, as + thofe who abfolutely dif-
credit the truth of Chriftianity 3 and even this, {fome
of the real children of God have been tempted at
times to queftion, yea, and almoft ready to give it
up, as David, Plal. cxvi. 11, I fgid in my kafle, all
sien (that is, the Prophets as well as others) are.
Jiars. But thoucrh it was real unbelief, yet it was

1101
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not the fin againft the Holy Ghoft, as they were re-
covered from this and all fin through rich and fove-
reign grace ; but thofe: who commit this fin fhall ne-
ver be faved. It is notas he gloffes it; viz. If any
man fpeak-againft the Holy Ghoft, if he repents not
of it, it fhall never be forgiven him ; but this is ab-
folutely - foreign' to the text," read it. Whofoever

[peaketh o word:againft the Son of Man, it fhall be for-
given bim (but not without repentance and- faith in

his blood). But whofoever {peaketh againft the Holy
Ghott, it fhall not be forgiven him, neither in this
world nor in-the world.to come, becaufe God in his
holy Sovereignty has denied to all {fuch the grace of
repentance, - I -

He obferves, that by this world (in the text) is
meant the Jewifh {tate, and by the world to come,
the Chriftian ftate 5 to prove which, he.quotes Heb,
1. 2. By whom alfo be made the worlds.—The worlds
in this verfe are all things that he upholds by the
word of his power, verfe 3. This is declared by the
Apoftle as an undentable proof of Chrift’s Godhead;
for he it is who made and upholds all worlds, both
vifible and mnvifible. This is the plain and genuine
fenfe of the text; therefore his glofs is a perverting
of it, and weakening the arguments for the Deity of
our Lord Jefus Chrift, and ftrengthening’the hands
of the Artans, who labour hard to evade the force of
this and every other text of the fame {cope; for the
worlds which Chrift made, mentioned in the texr,
he yet upholdeth by the word of his power; but the
Jewilh world, as he calls it, was, in faét, diffolved
before the Epiftle to the Hebrews was wrote; there-

. fore it could not be intended in the worlds, or all

things which our Lord then did, and yet doth up-
hgld. Neither will his meaning ftand on Matth.
X1, 32. for the Chriftian world, as he terms it, did

- commence at the incarnation and miniftry of Chrift.

As when the Sun appears, the night is paft, and the

. day 1s begun g jult fo when Chrift, the glorious Sun

of nghteouinels, arote, the night, or Jewith world,
began
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began to vanifh away ; therefore the world to come
in the text, cannot mean the Chriftian world, be-
caufe it was actually come ; fo that by this world in
the text is meant, this prefent ftate of exiftence, and

by the werld to come, the future ftate to which
we are all haftening. This is the true; and, 1 be-

lieve, the univerfally received fenfe of the words;
and to deny it is in effect to deny a future ftate ; for
the inftrution given us in this text 1s, firft, that we
zre all immortal creatures, and fhall exift in a world
to come; fecondly, that whofoever fhall fin as afore-
faid againft the Holy Ghoft, fhall not be forgiven,
neither in this world nor that which is to come;
every other fin that we approve of, indulge, and live
and die in, fhall not be pardoned in the world to
come any more than this. For where the tree falleth,
there fhall it be; but every other fin that through
orace 1s repented of, fhall, for Chrift’s fake, be for-
oiven in this life ; and though many of God’s chofen
and called people may and have lefz this world under
a cloud, without any ciear evidence of their fins
being forgiven, yet in the world to come, and in the
day of judgment, it will be made manifeft, that they
were vitally united to Chrift, and fanéhified by the
faith that is in him, and their iniquities forgiven
them before they left this prefent ftate or world;
this is agreeable to what our Lord faith, John vi. 30.
This 1s the Father's will which bath fent me, that of al!
<obich be bath given me I fbould lofe nothing, but fbould
reifeit up et the laft day. This cannot fimply refpect
the raifing up of the body, (for there fhall be a re-
{urreftion both of the juft and unjuft) but a ratfing up
their chara&er as related to, and interefted in, Chnift,
bring the purchafe of his blood, and the fubjelts of
his grace; which was greatly obfcured, and 1n fome
reipects unknown, while they were in this world,
though it reaily exifted before they were taken out
of the world ;5 but at that day it fhall be brought to
full hight, and they openly acknowledged, in the
ficke of argels and men, to be the children of Gocl(i
an
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and as fuch introduced to the kingdom prepared for
them of their Father, to be inconceivably blefled in
the enjoyment-of the triune God, for ever and ever.
But as for thofe who are left to commit the fin againft

the Holy Ghoft, as-they were not the fubjets of re-
newing grace, confequently their fins were not par-

doned in this life, and there fhall be {o far from any
appearance of it in the world to come, that their con-
demnation fhall be folemnly declared, (together with
all who die 1n a Chriftlefs ftate). with a Depart from
me yve curfed, &c.- for God hath mercy on whom he
will have mercy, and whom he will he hardeneth,
hath, in-his fovereign pleafure, put an eternal nega-
tive upon-this particular {in; fo that there 1s no hope
for them, neither in this life, nor that which is to
come; and this recorded as a warning and caution
to all men, how we think, fpeak, and act, of and
towards the things of the Spirit of God, as recorded
in the holy Scriptures, and experienced by his people,
and alfo to awaken in us earneft breathings, that the
Lord, the Spirit, would gracioufly deign to deliver us
from this and all other fins, and bring us to a wital
union with Chrift, that we may in tnis life receive the
remiffion of our fins, and in the world to come life
cverlafting,

Mr. Barclay fays, that thofe who doubt or fear
concerning their intereflt in Chrift, cannot, nor ought
not to pray; we may obferve, that although they
fometimes are enabled to rejoice in the promife, as
their charter for eternal life 1n Chnft fefus, yet be-
caufe they have not always the comforts of them,
they therefore fear leaft they have no intereft 1n him.
In this they may be faid to act as irrationally as one
who has got a good right to an cftate, but becaufe
he has it not now, and fears leaft he fhould never
come to the enjoyment of it, therefore makes little
or.-no accounts of his writs and ttle to 1ty and 1t
often happens, that thofe who have an undoubted
right to a temporal eftate never come to the poflel-

fion of 1t; but it fhall not be thus with the Chriftian ;
' C for
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For he is intitled to aninheritance, that fadeth not:
2way, referved in Heaven, and 1s kept by the power
of God through faith unto falvation ; therefore they
thould not throw afide their written rights and titles,
viz. The promifes of a faithful covenant keeping
God ; but fhould carry them to the higher court,
even the Throne of Grace, and there plead them in
affurance of fuccefs, through our great high prieft
and righteous advocate, Jefus Chrift. It is through
the negle(t of this, that the minds of weak believers
are greatly diftrefled and difcouraged in the duty of
prayer. Indeed, the Chriftian at his beft eftate knows
not how to pray as he ought; but this is our com-
fort, that the {pirit helpeth our infirmities, and many
oi thofe who are doubting {ouls are fometimes earneft
praying fouls, being partakers of the Spirit of Grace
and fupplication, and enabled to look on him whom
they have pierced, and mourn, panting for nothing fo
much as being wathed in his blood, formed into his
image, and brought into near and {weet communion
with him. Zech. xu.. 10. Song 1. 7.

As to his faying they ought not to pray, this is
evidently oppofed to the teitimony of God; for we
find that the Apoftle enjoined even Simon Magus,
thougch 1n the gall of bitternefs and bond of iniquity,
to pray that the thoughts of his heart might be for-
aiven him, Alls viii. 23. And the Lord fays to
thofe that are 1n diftrefs, (yea, and foul trouble as
well as others 1s intended) Call zpon me in the day of
irouble, I will deliver thee, end thou fhalt glorify me,
Pfal. ). 15. And, O how does the foul glory in and
glorify God, when pardoning mercy 1s manifefted to
the heart? But again, concerning the great promifes
of the new covenant, which are all, yea and amen, 1n
Chrift Jefus, the Lord fays, for all thefe things I will
yet be for this enguived of, by the Houfe of Ifrael to da
it for them, that is, to take away the ftony heart and
oive them a heart of flefh, to put his Spiric within
them, to fprinkle them with clean water, and cleanfe
them from all their fins, &c. Ezek, xxxvi 37 A

I
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And {o far are thofe who are in {piritual deje&mn
of mind from being forbid to pray, that they in par-
ticular are called upon and encouraged to 1t.  Song

i, 14. O, my dove, that art in the clefts of the rock,-
i the fecret places of the fairs, let me fee thy counte
nance, let me hear thy woice, for fweet 15 thy ‘voice, and
thy countenance is comely, O what grace 1s here in
every word, and all fpoken to a dejeted foul, and
fuch as are afhamed to appear before Chrift, and is
expreffive of the delight Chrift takes in their perfons,
and in their fpeaking of and praying to him. From
this and much more that might be faid, it 1s evident
that his afferting, that fuch ought not to pray, 1s
contrary both to the Spirit and Word of God.

There are many other things which this Gentle-
man advances, both in his preaching and writing,
of which I heartlly pray that he may be brought to
{ee his error, as well as the things I juit touched
upon, and that becaufe of their great tendency to di-
ftrefs the minds of the dear children of God ; who
are often, through various temptations, made to
doubt of their intereft in Chnft, which he calls the
fin againft the Holy Ghoft, and fome of their poor
hearts are at times ready to think fo; but, I humbly
think, that what I have faid fufﬁmen‘tly proves, that
unbelief itfelf, much lefs their doubtings, is not the
torementioned fin; neither can they, being the
fubjects of grace, commit that fin; and, although
doubting of their intereft, is no argument againft their
being the fubjeéts of favmc:r faith, neverthelefs, fuch
doubtings are far from bemg a part, or any honour

to the Chriftian charaler; it is, indeed, a coming
oreatly fhort of the Chriftian’s pr1v1lege ‘which is no
Jefs than full affurance of their ipecial intereft in the
everlafting love of God, and eternal redemption
through Jefus Chrift ; of which God hath been gra-
c10uﬂy pleafed to give the ftrongeft ground to his
people to be thus affured. Heb. vi. 17, 18, And
cven the want of this greatly unfits the Chriftian for
the chearful difcharge of religious and civil duties, For

C2 the
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the Chriftian faith may be compared to the chief

{pring of a2 machine, if that be defeclive, all the other
paris are difabled ; even fo if faith is ftripped of all

perfonal aflurance of intereft in Chrift, it 15 then
enervated, and none of the graces, which the believer
1s enriched with, can act vigoroufly, for want of that
Gofpel faith, which, in the hand of God, has an imme-
diate influence on Godly fear, love, patience, hope, &c.
And this hope is not fimply a fervent wifh for fome
future good, but it 1s a lively expettation of grace
here, and glory hereafter ; the certainty and foretafte
of which is now received by an appropriating faith
in the promife of Jehovah, revealed in the Gofpel,
(and when it 1s wrought) in our hearts by the Holy
Ghoflt, it excites our {ouls to afpire heavenwards, and
kindles 1n our breafts fervent love to God for what
he 1s in his glorious felf, which is only feen by his
marvellous works, and his rich and undeferved grace
to us. This faith amimates us in the chearful pratice
of every thing that tends to the glory of God, and
ferves to promote the prefent and future happinefs of
all who loye our Lord Jefus Chrift, of what name or
party foever. This precious faith 1s much rhe {ub-
ject of the following Dialogue ; and as our Lord
Jefus Chrift is both the author and finifher of it, we
- have need, with the Apoftles, earneftly to pray,
J.ord increafe our faith, Lukexvil. 5. Itis he only
that can do it, and we have a good ground of hope
that he'will do1t, for he gives grace and more grace ;
therefore may we conftantly and fervently implore,
that he would gracioufly accompany the following,
and every other means of edification, with*his divine
blefling, that we may be ftrong in faith, abound in
Jove, and 1n all the fruits of righteoufnefs, which are
o the praile of his eternal grace; to whom, with the
¥ather and Holy Ghoft, the oneeternal God, and, I
truit, our God, be afcribed all glory, now and for
evermore, Amen,

THL
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‘Spirit and, Truth Qf the Gofpel:
OR, A

DI AL OGUE

BETWEEN

A CATHOLIC anp a SANDEMANIAN,

O N

SAVING FAITH anp tux EXERCISE or
CHRISTIAN LOVE.

C. ¥ AM very glad brother to {ee you; I hope

that you are in all refpelts well, and I
with that your happinefs may continually increafe;
for although we differ 1n judgment touching fome

things, yet I hope not in affection, for I can truly
fay brotherly love continues on my fide.

S. I thank you, Sir, for your refpetful and kind
withes for my prefent and future welfare, which you

have fo warmly exprefled, and you may depcnd upon
a reciprocal return of the like, as my near and good
neighbour. But, as touching bretherly love, by
which I {uppofe you mean that which fubfifts among
the followers of Chrift. If fo, I muft tell you that
this i cannot exercile towards you, unlefs I had good

reafon to believe you a Chriitian, by following the
Lamb whitherfoever he goeth.

C. You have rightly judged of what I intended by
brotherly love, even that divine principle which
exifts in the hearts of all thofe that are born of God,
whereby they are taught tolove une anothery neither
can this love be 1n full exercife, but to fuch as appear

to e the children of God by faith in Chrift Jefus;
~ and
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and indesd there 1s nothing 1n me, or done by me,
that [ can found my hopes of falvation fimply upon ;
yet blefied be God, for Jefus Chrilt, who bas coss-
fafficin o the igucrait, cad thofe that are out of the
¢y, and through his nghteoufnels, worthlefs me
trufts to be {aved, even as you ; but, I hope that you
do not view all that differ from you in the fame light ;
i io, the number of Chriftians in your account are

v, and their rife of a very late date, your {epa-
r:h.mn trom others net being yet fifty years.

S. It is a Scripture m_}unchon, that-we fhould #or
foliszv e muliitude to do evil, and 1t 1s faid, warrow is
the wey that lendeth unto life, and few there be that
fudit. St Paulfays, that alf they of Afia bath Jfor-
fzz,-..ff.. te; and as the apoftacy trom the Chriltian
taith was very early, and very univerfal, fo that the
number of thofe that belleve are very few; yet,
blefled be God, there are fome who make the word
of Ged the ftandard of their faith and practice ;- and
as to all other {ocieties, who are in contraft to the
Scriptures, we cannot look on them as the churches
of the Iiving God. As to the {uppofed novelty of
our principles, this is grounded on your ignorance of
them ; they, indeed, are not to be found n your
anti-chiiftian ftandards of religion, but they are fully
contained In the writings of the Apoftles and Pro-
phets; while you and others fpeak not according to
this word, it 1s evident there 1s no truth in you, there-
fore we cannot view you nor love you as the difciples
of Chnift.

C. There is indeed, brother, very few who care
to enter into the purity and {pirit of Chriftianity;
and 1t 1s maniteft, that thole who can, indulge them-
felves in finging of prophane fongs, attendlncr play-
houfes, and places of carnal diverfions ; thefe I fay,
can hardly be numbered amongft thofe that walk in
the narrow path that leadeth into life ; out this I
mention more in 2 way of lamentation than accufa-
tion ; neither do I direétly intend to queftion the

dwmn.y of your principles; for, whatever you, bro-
ther,
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yyer, may think of me, I venly believe, that you
hold nothing 1n religion but what you think is con-
tained in the word of God; and if the points held by
{feveral churches were compared with yours, I really
believe that they would exaétly harmonize; or, if
there fhould be fome things that we cannot believe,
which, neverthelefs, you aflert to be {eriptural, is
the difference o wide, or of fuch importance, that
vou anathematize all thole who cannot fee as you fee.
}f you will not own any for a church of Chrift but
thofe that arc in all things exactly conformed to the
word of God, you muft deny that charater to mioft
of the churches of Afia; for many of them were
wanting in many things; neverthelefs, Chrift owns
them as his churches ; and we may as well fay, that

there is not a Chriftian exifts vupon earth, becaufe
there is none free of fin; but, if you admic that this

or that man may be a real Chriftian, though not per-
feét in the fame parity of reafon, this or that fociety
may be a real church of Chrift, though many ble-
mifhes are to be found amongft them. The purity
and beauty of the Chnftian church was, indeed,
greatly defaced and obfcured by the overlpreading of
Popery; but at the Reformation, the Lord gra-
cioufly and wonderfully dehivered his people from
that grofs darknefs that had overfpread the profefling
world ; and he hath enabled them to make a glorious
ftand 1n maintaining all the God glorying, and Chrift
exalting truths of the Gofpel; therefore, you cannot
call their articles anti-chnftian, unlefs you deny the
matter contatned in them to be {criprural.

§. That there has been fome degree of reforma-
tion, I am far from denying; however, it may be
compared to Lazarus riling frum the dead with his
grave cloaths on ; for.they are yet in their dead anti-
chriftian forms of creeds, and confeflions of faich,
which many of them f{ubfcribe, and yet preach con-
trary to; and however they differ among themfelves,
they all agree in rejefting the Scriptures, and fubfti-
tute their feveral ftandards ag the bonds of their

union,
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union, infteaag of the word of God ; neither can thetr
members be known as the dilciples of Chrift by
keeping his commandments, and as they are diftinétly
founded on their human compofitions, and not on
the writings of tnhe Apoitles and Prophets, therefore
we cannot look on them as the churches of Chrift.

C. Indeed, brother, vou are like the good man in
his miftake, who thought that all the people of God
wzs buttoned up in his own coat; but I humbly
think, that we may apply to this age the Apoftle’s
obiervaticn. Rom. xi. 5. Even [0 then, at this pre-
fen: time, there is @ remnant according to the elettion
of grace, who have 2 likenels in many things to the
firlt churches : but that there are imperfeétions ad-
hering to them cannot be denied, yet of fome of
them we ought to make a difference ; your judging
them all unworthy of the Chriftian name, is liable to
be conftrued as the language of thofe who fay, Stend
by, for I am bolier ther yon. You feem to profefs a
firong attachment to the Bible in oppofition to all
Creeds, and 1n this you are not fingular; there are
fome who, from a good intention, will fubfcribe no
articles, even though plainly deduced from the Bible,
while others refufe fubfcription to ar:icles from 2
principle of free-thinking, and to eradicate all divine
truch out of the world, while at the fame time they
difcover an inchination of impofing their own tenets
as articles of religion upon others; thus Satan and his
emiiiaries have lefs or more, in all ages, endeavoured
to obtrude upon the church, articles of religion moft
abfard and biafphemous; which is the grand reafon
why fome honeft, though weak minds, are againft
all fuch forms of unity ; and if all profeffors had al-
ways been of one mind touching the truths of the
Gofpel, there would be no need for {fuch a medium,
the Bible being both full and explicit in all things
refpedting fauth and worfhip ; but as it has been-long;
otherwife, it was and is needful ; for the unity and
purity ot the church, to pubhfh in creeds, or fuTh

‘ like
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like forms, our faithin Chrift, according to the true

meaning of the words ufed by the Holy Ghoft in the

Scriptures ; and however you may cenfure this con-
duc, yet you and all focieties do fix a certain fenfe

~ to fome part of the Bible, and recetve none into your
fellowfhip but fuch as agree with your view of the

Scriptures ; therefore your charge falls equally on
yourfelves ; viz. that your fenfe of the word is the

bond of your unity, and not the teftimony of Gods

but if your private Judgment and the public confef-
fions are the very meaning of the Scripture, then

~ you are all united mn the truth of the Gofpel; and,

if we examine the principles of the churches of Eng-
land, Scotland, and moft of the Diflenters, we fhall

find that they are all agreed in the effential and in-
ternal parts of Chriftianity, and are duilt on the foun-
dation of the Apoftles and Prophets, Fefus Chrift bimfelf
being the chief corner flowe, Ephel. x1. 20. Your ob-
{erving that many who are zealous of creeds are very
{trenuous of points which are contrary to the Scrip-
tures ; but if their creeds contain no fuch thing, it is
rather an argument for than againft them, and only
proves, that thole who confefs with their mouth
things which they do'not believe in their hearts, are
men of no confcience ; and the truthis, fuch perfons
are fo far from fupporting, that they are for breaking
thofe bands of unicy afunder ; and all thofe who cavil
with a form of found words, are either ignorantly or
defignedly opening a door for free-thinking and in-
hidelity, which very much prevails, parily owing to
the unhappy divifions among the people of God,
who differ not {o much about the truth, but for want

of the Spirit of truth, and love of Jefus, which covers
2 multitude of failings.

o. I would not have you imagine that we think,
that God hath no people but thofe who join with us;
but as 1t was 1n the Prophets days, they were not
known to him by their zeal for the Lord’s worthip ;
io in our day, as they appear not to us by their be-
Liet of the truth and feparation from all anti-chriftian

D focieries,
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{ocieties; we can neither know them nor love them
as the difciples of Chnft. I own that to require
others to agree to our views of the Scriptures, is the
{ame as to oblige them to {ubfcribe creeds ; but the
Gofpel church is founded on this grand and leading
truth, viz, That Jefus Chrift is the Son of God,
and members are received on their belief and con-
feflion, that God hath raifed him from the dead, and
are afterwards more fully taught the import of God’s
word ; but if they fhall prove, oppoled to the laws of
Chrift, they are then to be dealt with according to
the divine rule, Matth. xvin and xx. This is the
plain and fimple way of our churches, which have
nothing to do with your anti-chriftian ftandards, nei-
ther verbal nor written, which ferves to {fupport men
:n their felf-nightecuinefs and formality more than to
unite them in the truth of the Gofpel.

C. Then. according to your judgment, there is
no fuch thing as a vifible Chriftian community, faving
your own ; but your condult puts you on a level
with others, for thew that judgeft another, doth the felf-
feine things, Rom. n. 1. It your focieties hold. only
but one article as neceffary to be believed, and fo
leave your feveral members to explain it as they
pleafe, they wouia be fo far from being like a church
of Chrift, who think and fpeak the fame things, that
they would much more refemble the builders of
Babel, who kncw not what their neighbours faid.
There are many who pretend great efteem for the
Bible, but will detach from it the perfonal and me-
diatorial glory of Chrilt; and men of this caft will
readily confefs that Jefus 1s the Son of God, and
died a facrifice for our fins ; but if you will infift,
that Chrift muft be acknowledged to be the eternal
and co-equal Son of God, and that he died in the
law place of his people, this would be tying them
up to your fenfe of the Scripture, and ating upon
the footing of a creed which you condemn in others,
although 1t makes neither you nor them culpable ;
tor if nothing more is required to be believed t]l]man

wnat
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what is the real fenfe of the divine word, then your
principles are folely founded on the- Scriptures, and
not fimply on either verbal or written ftandards;
and yet, confidering the great departure from the
Chriftian faith, fuch things are needful; for there
can be no unity in the faith without fuch a conduct,
and all focieties, whether divine or. human, have a
right to deny entrance to fuch as do not agree
to the terms of their unity, and to exclude all
thofe who fhall aét in any thing contrary to their
received principles, and your dealing with the
delinquent according to Matth, chap. svii. is no
more than what 1s done by many of the Diffenting
churches, and in a more agreeable way to the {piric
of the Gofpel than yourielves, who eften exclude
{ome of your members for imaginary evils; which
hath no exiftence but in the capricious humour of the
offended, and no regard had to the Apoftle’s direc-
tion, Gal. vi. 1, If @ man be overtaken in o fault, ye
that are [piritual, reffore fuch a cue inn the [pivit of mecka
wnefsy confidering yourfelves, lefi ye alfo be tempted, and
your denying admiffion after the {econd time being
excluded, is contrary both to the {pirit and letter of
.the Scripture, Matth. xvill. 21, 22. and if we were
under the influence of the forgiving love of Chnift,
we fhould readily forgive and cheartully receive our
repenting brother, even unto feventy times feven ;
and thole focieties who follow this rule are, in this
cafe, more like the WNew Teftament church than
yours; but {uppofe you are more {criptural, can it
{upport you in calting off all affection for thofe that
believe in the fame Jefus, walk in the fame confe-
crated way, in hope of the fame glory, through
Chrift, with you. Fear, brother, lelt you be found
one of thofe who fit and [peak againft their own mother’s
chilgren, Plal. 1. with whom the Lord gracioufly
condefcends to keep fellowthip, as is evident by his
jealing hls word among them with the communica-
tions of his grace, and the manifeftations of his love;;

thercfore we ought to efteem it our great honour and
D2 happinefs,
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happinels, more or lefs, to have fellowthip with ail

fuch, whether they be of the church of England,

Scotland, or others.

S. Bur, ncighbour, you have forgot that we are
enjoined to have no fellowfhip with the unfruitful
works of darknefs, but rather reptove them, and to
come out from amongft them, left we partake of
their plagues; if you will be fo unbelieving as to run
the hazard of all this, do nct attempt to perfwadc
others, by pretending that your clients are favoured
with g:eat revelations from God; but, while you
continue to {et down your frames, and feelings, and
heart, work for Chriftian experience, we have ground
to look upon you as full of yourfelves, and the {pirit
of enthufiafm, and void of the prelence and power
oi the Gofpel {pirit.

C. 1 am {urprized to hear you {pezk of the impref-
fions that grace makes on the heart of unbelievers
with fuch an air of prophanity, which is very unbe-
coming thofe who aim to reform us, according to the
Scnpturc and 1t gives fome reafon to think, that
you deny the orerations of God on the heart, which
are the firlt feeds of all vital relioion, and the root
of ail Gofpel otediences: but in vour light, Chnfti-
anity is a mere fpeculatlve, lifelefs, external thing ;
pofiibly ycu think to gain iome of thof«* to your pm-
feflion, who brand 21l ferious ocdlinefs with the hi-
deous name of enthufiaim; but what advantage fhall
they gain by beheving your doltrine? For cwept a
snan be born acgaiit, be cainot fee the kingdon of God,
Joar ii. And can the heart of {tone be taken away,
and all the powers of the foul fhaken, brought from
deash to life, and out of darknefs into marvellous
licht; can, I fay, all this be done, and the perfon
feel nothfncr of it; for, although the Lord fpeaks to
fome with a {till finall veice, and draws them in 2
gentle way, yet they are both made to hear his voice
and tafte his love, influencing them to a futable
conduct; and as there can be no gracious action,
without there be firft Qracious pr1nc1ple, {0 there ean

be

¥
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be no fuch principle, where it 15 not lefs or more felt,
exciting the foul to a {pintual converfation: and,
brother, if you know nothing of this, give me leave
to fay, that you muft yet be in the pofieflion of the
[rrong man, whofe goods are 1z peace 5 but I hope better
things of you, although your words gender only evil,
and will not reconcile the Deilt to the word of Reve-
Jation 3 for, although fuch men love to hear internal
religion {tigmatized, yet the more obferving of them
will only avail themielves in their infidelity by the
jarrings of profeffors about the eficnuial parts of
Chriftianity ; they well know, that the work of the
{pirit of God internally on the foul, in order to fal-
vation, is a principal doftrine of the Scriptures, at-
tefted by the experience of all the Sainrs; bue if all
this is chimeras, then 1t mult follow, that the Pro-
phets, Apoftles, and all that {iand recerded in Scrip-
ture, were mere enthufiafts, which is the conclufion
that the Deift draws, and naturally anfes from your
premifes 3 but | perfwade mylelf that you abhor the
thought, and [ heartily wifh that you may never {up-
port any peint that is confequential of it

S. 1 thank you, neighbour, tor your favourable
thoughts of me; and I affure you, that though we

cannot agree with the popular notion of heart work,
yet we verily believe, according to the Scriptures,
the ablolute neceflity and 1rrefiftible efficacy of the
Holy Ghoft, in the converfion and falvation of all
that believe in Chrift Jefus unto eternal life, and that
their divine grace is only in and by the word com.
municated to the ele¢t. The truth of which, is only
known by terminating in obedience to the commands
of Chrift; but as the focieties which you plead for
are all zealous of their own righteoufnefs, and build
their hope of acceptance with God on a fuppoled {u-

periority toothers, and all of them difregard the au-
thority of Chrift, who hath enjoined his followers to

obferve all tomngs whatfoever be hath commanded ; there-
fore we cannot view them in any other ligcht than

that of felf-righteous and anti chriftian, being neither
founded
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founded on, nor walking 1n, obedience to the
Goipel.

C. 1 am well pleafed, brother, to hear you {peak
fo tully on the work of the Holy Spirit; your bre-
thrén are generally thought to oppole this truth,
therefore it would be well if it were mere the. fubje&
of your public miniftry; and I can {ee no difference
In our views, fave 1t be the terms we exprefs our-
fclves under; and were we more in humility and
love, thiaking of and fpeaking to each other, I
fhould have had no occafion to obferve, that the
terms anti-chrifiian, &lf-righteous, and Pharifee, are
very popular phrafes with your brethren, which
they apply to all that differ from them; a glaring
proof that they think think themfelves much better
than all thefe whom they thus defame, and looks as
if they were deftitute of that charity that thinketh no
evil, and judgeth othens better than themfelves, 1 Cor,
xitt.  The grand and {ole defign of Chriftianity 1s to
difplay the glory of God, in delivering fallen man
from tae guilt and power of {in, by the application
of Chnil’s nghteoufnefs, and the communication of
his grace formmw them 1into the Divine image /i
righteoufnzfs aud true bolingfs, Eph. v, 24. And Whal:
point 1s maintained by any of the forementioned com-
munities that is contrary to this view of the Gofpel?
Do they not all exprefsly declare, that their con-
fidence for acceptance with God is alone in the
righteoulneis of the bleffed Jelus; and do they not

“all profels their dependance on the Holy Spiric for

his benign intiuence, ro enlighten, enliven, and en-
able them tiem to perievere in weil-doing, through
faith unto eternal {alvation, as may be {een at large
1n thetr public fiandards, and other writings ? What
then bur 1gnorance would brand them with the name
of anti-chriftian ? Neither can your other charge be-
iong to them ; the felf-righteous Pharifees are {uch
as dream they are holier than other men; but thole
vou oppoie felemnly deny this, confefling with Da-
vid, that w¢ are corceived in fii, and [oapen in ini-

Guily,
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quity, Pfal. 1i. acknowledging that o/l our righteoufuefs
/5 as filthy rags, Hat Ixiv. 6. The Pharifee’s righte-
oufnefs is all outward and external ; they are perfect
firangers and enemies to heart religion, regarding
only fome leffer things, but omitting the weightier
matters of the law, judgment, mercy, and faith, Matth,
xxiil. 23. You will know that thofe whom you chiefly
oppofe are ftrenuous for inward holinefs, and afferr,
that none are favingly acquainted with Chriftianity,
unlefs it reach the heart, and make deep impreflions
on their fouls, forming them into the will of God;
how then can fuch be compared to Pharifees 7—Do
they not rather deferve that charaéter, who make a
areat fufs about external obedience, but can fport
themfelves wirh internal religion, and as the cafe
ftands betwixt your focieties and others, who have
mercy and love for you, but you have none for
them, it appears evident tnat the Pharifee falls on
your fide. As to your faying we difregard the com-
mands of Chrift, tll you point at any one moral or
evangelical precept that is wilfully omitted, we fhall
look on it as coming from that {pirit which is the
acculer of the brethren. All that have tafted that
the Lord is gracious do agree, that it is their indif-
penfible duty to act in all things according to his
will, and chearfully conform to every inftitution in
the Iight 1n which they fee it; and all who obferve
Gofpel ordinances, with faith in Chrift, are his dif-
ciples, and ought to be regarded as fuch. It is from
this conflideration, that the Apoftle exhorts us to
Chriftian forbearance. Rom. iv. 6. He that regardeth
a day, regardeth it to the Lordy he that regardeth st
the day unto the Lord, be doth not regard it ; he that
eatesh, eateth unto the Lord, for be giveth God thanks
and be that eateth not unto the Lord, he eateth not, and
giveth God thanks 5 both parties ated with an eye to
the glory of God, and all that follow this rule are
accepted of God in Chrift; but they who ftrenu-
oufly contend for the original ' modes, to the neglect
of judgment, -mercy, and faith, are’in the {pirit of

the
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the Pharifees, who juftified themfelves, and con-
demned others. Whether chis may be applied to any

profefling the Chariftian name, 1 leave to your own
judgment.

§. Nay, neighbour, as your religion lies much in
application, 1t will be ealier for you to apply your
own obiervation than for me, whofe Chriftianity con-
fifts not 1n {uch ftufi, but 1 a fimple belief, and a2
praltical conformity to the truth. You take great

pains to eftablith a good opinion of yourfelf, and
thofe of vour own complexion; but it i1s like an at-

rempt to wafh the Ethiopian white ; for the Pharifce
appears in your fallacious and perplexing definition
of faith, which fets us to feck for fome good thing
1n ourfelves, on which we may believe that Chrilt is
ours. Thus many, who have the Gofpel faith, are
brought into diftrels, becaufe they cannot find any
good thing in themielves to fupport the popular
. claim ; while others are deceiving themfelves, by ima-

gining that there are {fome gracious work in them,
which makes them better than others, and 15 a bot-
tom for their faith, inftead of the teftimony ot God,
and the grace of the gofpel, all owing to your
anti-chriftian notion of faith, built on your {felf-
richteouinels.

C. We think that none are in earneft about religion,
who do not want the truths and precious promifes
of the Bible applied home to their hearts by the Holy
Ghoft ; we freely own this 1s what we want, as ab-
folutely needful to vital, experimental, and practical
Chriftianity ; but my defign is not that you might
form a more favourable idea of us, but that you
might be more in the exercife of Chriftian charity ;
and 1 fhould have great hopes of fuccefs, if you
dealt lefs in cenfuring, and applying odious epithets
to your neighbours. Your heavy charge 1s founded
on bad premifes; the popular faith (as you call it)
flows from a {oul convinced by the Holy Spirit, that
there is nothing but the depths of fin and guilt in
itfelf, and 1s in this apprehenfion led out of ifelf by

| thas
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that fame bleffed Spirit to take refuge in Chyift, as
he is revealed in the Gofpel, Hal. xxvii. 13. Al
ii. 37. 1dot hefitate to affert, that there s a work
of God on the foul previous to the alting of faith;

but this work is not the warrant of faith, nor is it fo
much as apprehended by the {inner in coming to, or
believing on Chrift. Aéls 1. 37, Adls xvi 30,
What /r’JaZZ I do to be _/}.wed ? Nothing 1s feen but

ouilt and mifery, and there muft be, and s, what

“may be called the faith of the law, before there can

be the faith of the Gofpel; by the former, the finner
fees his wretched ftate, and 1s filled wicth dread and

-anguith of foul ; by the Gofpel faith, they fer an all-
fufficient Saviour, and are filled with joy and peace

in telieving ; kence we read, 2 Cor. il 6. The letter
killeth, bt t/ae Spirit ngz:etb lzfe s and that you may

- {ee that our view of this orand -point 1s feunded on
- truch, I {hall attempt to fum up the whole account

,of it as it is contained in the Scrlptures And firft,
- 1t 1s the indifpenfible duiy of all that hear the Gofpel

l‘ to repent, and believe in the Lord Jefus Chrift.
'Marki t5. Rom. xvi. 26. Secondly, The word

of the Gofpel is the grand medium, or ml’rrument,

. which God bleffeth, to the production of faith in the

P Y ot T
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 hearts of finners. Rom. x 17. Thirdly, The Lord,
- the Spirit, 1s the only eflicient caufe of faving faith.
- Col. ii 13. Fourthly, The only warrant and fure
' foundation of Gefpel faith is, the declaration, pro-
mlfe, and faithfulnefs of God. Zech. ix. 12. Heb.
- v, 8, Fifthly, Chn{’c, and him crucified for our
. fins, and rifen again for our _]uﬂm{,utn n and eternal
- life in him, is the areat object of the Chnilian faith,
- Ifai, xlv. 22, _[olm xx. 3t. Rom.iv. 25 Sixthly,
i The being and act of faith confifts ir a fuil perfwafion
of the mind, touching the truth of all that is faid in
the Scrlpture, concerning Jefus Chrift, and in a full
and hearry receiving of Ium in all his offices, and In
a fingle dependence on hin for zli the consernments
. of foul and body, in time and eternity.  John vii 6g.

it John xt, 72, 2 Cor. x, 5. 2 Tim. 1. 12. Seventhiy,

D The
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The true and certain effets of the internal being of
this divine faith is a reverential fear of God, and

love to holinels, a fupreme delight 1n ]ehovah,
and warm defires after conformity to him; a high
efteem of Chrift’s word, apd unfeigned love of a]l
his people, with an endeavour after obedience to all
that he hath commanded Matth, xxvii. 20. Rom.
vii. 22. 1 Pet. i, 8. Phil. iii. 10. Laftly, The
end of this faith 1s, that all and every one who are
the fubje&ts of it are certainly interefted in all the
merits of Chnft, and fhall be eternally faved., Aéts
X. 43. This 1s that faith which the Scriptures callg
us to the acknowledgment of ; and none of the con-
ﬁ.quences which you charge it wnh, can be drawn
irom 1t; neither hath any " of the preachers of this
faith, who have attempted to give ug fome marks
and evidences of faving grace, with a view to unveil
the hypocrite, and to 2t the doubtful In drawlno-
a comfortable conclufion concerning their ftate in
grace, (none of them, I fay) have cver dlre&ed s
to feek for fome good 1n ourfelves, prior to, and
as a ground of, cur faith; but the fum of all their
writings is to engage us to fee whether opr faith
has thefe effedts, which in a leffer or greater degree
do alua}s accompany, and flow from, faving faith,
If this is what you call popular, Iheartlly mﬂl that it
were more {o, being fully affured, that it1s the faith of
God’s ciect, and adminiﬁers no juft caufe of grief ta
the ferious, nor encouragement to the prophane;

but if it fhould nct be wreeable to what you con-
ceive on this point, is the difference fo great as to
juftify you in railing againit all that do not view it
in your light; fuch a conduét, brother, befpeaks
your brethren to have very little of that faich Wthll
works by love ; jarrings about experimental religion
tend oniy to cmﬁrm the enemies of the Gofpel in
their wicked furmiie, that Chriftianity 1s all a fiction;

for if we were more under the power of the truth, as
it 15 1n Jefus, we fhould not unchriftian one another
for differing n externals, nor for placing a word

o
WwrI 0!]ga
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Wwrong even in thirigs of moment. May-the God of
Jove pour liis love into all otir hearts, that ev:l {peak--
ing may fot ever {ubfide; and that all denominations
may be known to be the genuine difciples of Chrift,
by their unfeigned love one towards dnother.

S. I hedrtily join with you in withing, that the
Lord may revive his work, and lead his people into
every truth; that Ephraim may not envy Judah, nor
Judah vex Epliraim, which, as you have obferved,;
areatly corroborates with the natural prejudices of
men againft their receiving- the Golpel; but as the face
of Chriftianity i1s now fo milerably dishgtred; and its
very life almoft extinguifhed, we think that embracing
fuch a form of religion, which is oppofed to the
Scriptures, makes the {tate of men refpeiing their
eternal intereft no better, but really worfe; as is the
cafe with all the oppolite parties under the Chriftian
name ; therefore, it is high time to impugn the po-
pular errors with a becoming zeal, and to roufe up
fome from their {upine indifference and falfe charity,
by which they have winked at many thines, which
they know are contrary to the Gofpel. The doftrine
of the atonement is the diftinguifhing and importarnt
pont in Chriftianity ; a muftake about this greatly
affeCts every part of it, and 1s very difhonouring to
God, and hazardous to the falvation of men 4 there=
fore we ought to have the molt diftinét and clear
views of Chnft’s mediation, and our ‘eyes always
fixed on him as the Lotd, our righteoulnefs and
{trength.

I readily admit of fome things wlich you have
hinted concerning faith ; neverthelefs, vour account
of itis much foured with the popular lcaven, as it
leads men to truft in their receiving of the truth,
fnore than 1n the truth itfelf, which is to rely on their
own doings, and is of the fame quality with that
which the Apofile calls a perverting of the Gofpel of
Chrift. |

-0 We are agreed, that Jefus Chrift the Lord, our
nghwoutnels, 1s the alone ground of the finner’s con-

E 2 fidence



FON R e W T T -
B m " rT s w = -
a

( 16 )

fidence towards God, and the way in which this
truth is viewed, has a {trong influence on the whole
of our Chnifhian profeflion ; and 1t, indeed, argueth
great lukewarmnels and indifference to the bleffed
c,eivs, in any that can ftand unconcerned at the violent
attecks made on the grand and leading articles of our

holy religion. It is good always to be zealoufly af-
feted 1n 2 gocd thing. Gal. iv. 18. but when our

zeal is overheased and ﬁery it then {eems not to flow
from the grace of the Gofpel, neither can 1t promote
the nighteoufnefs of God, True Chnftian zeal 1s
concerned for every part of the truth; and as the
work of the Lord, the Spirit on the hearts of {inners
of mankind, flows from, and through ihe righteoutf-
mefs of Chrift; 1t therefore earneftly contends for
the dotirine of effeCtual calling, in connection with
the forgivenels of fins, without ufing bitter invec-
tives, but 1s gentle even to thofe that oppole the
truth, beingequally careful to preferve the fpirit and
temper of the Gofpel, which is love, as well as the
truth of the word ; but as the zeal of yowr brethren
refpedts only part of the truth, and is fraughted with
contempt of thofe whom you call Pharlfces, it.gives
ground to think, that it is not according to.know-
ledge 5 and 1 verily think, that many of thofe whom
you oppoie have put the dotrine of the atonement
and gofpel faith in a more {criptural light than any
of ycur brzthren have yet done, of which 1 have
given you a faint fhadow ; but I am not {o attached
either t0.my own OF any man’s way, 2s not to change
it for what | think is better. If your account :of
faith appears lefs exceptionable, pleafe to favour me
with 1t, and I fhall readily adopt it.

S. What I have already faid concerning faith mlght
fuffice ; but for your fuller fausfa&mn, I fhall be
more e:ml;cnt, and muft obferve, .that the word faith
hath been miferably tortured, and ‘caft inio various
forms 3 fome have called it the eyes, hands, and feet

of the foul, and by a multitude of words have ren-

dered that doubtful which, in u;s native meaning, -8
level
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level to the meanelt capacity; and the plain and
obvious fenfe of the word faith 1s to be fully per-
{waded, that this or that doétrine, or thing which is
reported to us is true, and the Scripture does moft
manifeftly fuppofe, that this term is to be under-
ftood in the fame fenfe, both in temporal and fpiritual
things. 1 Johnv.g. If we reccive the teffimony of
man, the teflimony of God is greater. Thus we lee, that
to receive a teftimony as true, whether it be human
or divine, is the very nature of faith; and we muft
fay, whenever a perfon believes, and is convinced of
the truth of any teftimony, he therein and thereby
becomes poflefled of a truth, and that trath becomes
his faith 3 and the definition which Calvin, that va-
luable reformer, gives of faith is very clear and exact,
as he thus writes: ¢ We fhall have a juft definicion
“ of faith, 1f we fay, that it 1s a firm and certain
¢ knowledge or periwalion of the good.-will of God
“ to vs, which 1s founded upon the truth of the
“ free promiic 1n Chnfl, revealed to the mind, and
‘¢ {ealed to our hearts by the oly Spirit.”

C. I greatly rejoice to hear you {peak with fo much
regard of any of our wortiies, which is an evidence
of your imparuality, of which the Sandemanians in
general are very deltitute, as 15 too evident by their

- difrefpectful treatment of {ome of the beft writers,
- both antient and modern, charging them with leading

us the very contraft to the Golpel, by their clouded
~ and legal defcriptions of faith as your friends call it
. but, however they have endeavoured to blacken
. their names, they fhall fill fhine as ftars in the
- church, being dead, they yet fpezk; and I fee no-

. thing dark or dangerous, in comparing faith to the
- attive parts of the body; their aim n this feems to

have been to caution us againft refting in the thadow
or notion of faith, without the fubftance; to this

. end they liken faith to the natural eye, which being

- .;"-u._"-‘ -
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- 1mntenfely fixed, the objett hath a kind of exiftence

- the mind.  Thus the fcholar imitates his copy,
: and fo the Chriflian runs the right way when he is-

Jooking
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looking unto Jefus ; and as by the-proper tfe of the
feet we are brouoht nearer to that which we were at

2 diftance from, {o by faith the foul goes from felf
and all things to Jefus Chnift, and finds in him a de-
liverance from every evil, and the enjoyment of every
blefiing; hence faith i1s expreflfed under the term
Coine wnto me. Matth. ¥i. 48. Again, by the hands
we take hold of material things, fo by faith we lay
hold of the Lord Jefus Chrift, who is the fum and

center of eternal hife. In this light they are {o far

from being weak, and having a tendency to mifleady

that thcy very beauutully 1lluftratc faving taith,
which gives us a degree of enjoyment of all the blel-
fings connected with the truth or object believed in,
and fo much is intended. Heb. xi. 1. may be read
thus :—Nozw faiih 15 the real cijoyuicirt of the very fub-
Jance or cfence of all the bloffiigs hoped for, and the
jull end clear ¢ vidence of all thinzs reported in the word
aii teftimony of Geod; hence we read, Heb. tv. W%

that believe do enter futo weff.  For ‘by faith Chrift
awells 1n the believer, and the believer in Chnft; o
that faich is not only an afiurance of the reality of
divine things, but is alfo the foretafte of eternal life
in Chrift jefus, 1 Pet. . 3. And as you have con-
cluded your account of iaith with the words of the
great Calvin, which {trongly implies an affurance of
miereit, and inciudes neither more nor lefs than what
thofe whom you oppofe fay concernining it.  On the
whole, therefore, I can {ee no difference betwixt you
and the popular preachers on this point, fave that
you exprefs 1t in other words, which is very tnifling,
and infinitely oelow the ipirit of a Chriftian to make
it 2 bone of contention, and a ground of {eparation
from thofe that believe the truth as 1t 1s 1n Jefus,

S. Whatever pains you take to fupport the un-
couth fimiles of your preachers, you will never be
able to recorncile them to the Gofpel view of faith ;
for they call that which 1s the effeét the thing itfelf,
and thus they miflead their followers, The phrafe,
Bel:ezing on Chrift, which frequently occurs in the

Scriptures;
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Scriptures, {ometimes means no more than believing
the Gofpel of Chrilty but wherever it means more,
4t is the fame with coming, receiving and leaning on
Lhrift, and the like aCtive terms 3 and if we obferve
with what affe€tion a perfon, who is in want, comes
toa genercus benefactor for a fupply, upon a free in-
vitation, or one that 1s in danger runs to an open and
fafe thelter, or ore that is needy receives a free gift,
you will eafily difcern, that this s the fame kind of
affetion with which a finner, perfwaded of the free
grace of God, comes to Chnit, leans on him, and
the like ; from this it foliows, that thefe attings of
the mind are alts of love t God in Chrift, which
flows from the belief of the truth, and not a&s of
faith in order to juftification; the perfon is actually
juftificd before he exerts. any of the aforefaid aéts.
In juftifying faith it is the free grace of the Gofpel
alone that pacifies the corfcience, and creates love in
the heart; but this working of the affettions cannot
pe proved to be {incere, without a fuitable condué&
n that felf-denied obedience required in the word ;
and the various parts of this obedience may be moft
properly termed atts of faith; and take notice of
Heb. x1. then query, How did Noah prove that he
believed the overthrow of the world ? &c. By faith,
Noop being warned of Ged of ihings not fecn, moved
with feqr, prepared an ark to the Javtig of bis houfe.,
And 1f we thould go over the whole chapter, the
fame anlwer would be returned; but let this fuffice
- to point out the alts of faith that are properly fcrip-
- tural, and infinitely greater proofs of our believing in
- Chrift, than any of thofe inward feelings and impref-

fions, by which many hope so be fatisfied of their own
perfonal intereflt in Chrilt,

C. indeed, brother, I humbly think if you were
- ynder 2 proper influerce, Divine operations would
- not be to you terms of ridicule, nor would you plume

. yourfelt in fuppofing, that vour brethren are (ingular
. 1n the beljef of that which no Chriftian difputes,  We

2 account no feelings, frames, imprefiions, nor faith
: ' itlelf,
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itfelf, to b= genuine and Divine, unlefs they purify
the heart, and form the-foul and life into the will of
God ; for without <works, faith is deed. James 1i: 17.
but if you aflerr, that the commands of Chriftican
be rightly obferved, without a Divine change on the
{oul,. then your words would reprove him, who hath
{a1d, Firft make the trez good, ond then the frust will
be gaad Your faying, “that the terms receiving,
coming, and the like iplntual attions, are only things
that flow from true faith, 1s not yet proved that
faith is very d:i‘mcmﬂnble from its effects 1s certain,
but that coming and the like, are only things that
flow from true faith is what cannot be fupported;
for n the Scripture the aforefaid phrafes are ufed in
a fynonimous fenfe, as John 1. 12. A5 many as re-
ceived Eany 1o then gave be power to become the fons of
God, even to-them that belicve on bis wame. ~ John vil
and xxxvil. If any man tkirft, let bizs come to me and
arieky be thet belicveth in e, aslbe Scripture hath
Jaia, out of bis belly foall flow rivers of living waters,
Nothing 1s more evident, than that coming, re-
ceiving, trufting, and the like expreflions, are, In
the Scripture fenfe, expreflive of the neceffary and
eflennial parts of faving faith; if the bare believing
that the Golpel 15 a real truth confhitutes a believer,
and 1s faving faith, then it mult follow, that all na.
tural men, who believe the Gofpel to be a truth, are
believers, and fhall be faved ; for falvation is 1nfepa-
rably connected with behcvmcf in the Scripture fenfe
of the word; bur we read, that many who not only
had the faith that you fpeak of, but even profefled
and preached the Gofpel, to whom Chrift will fay,
Depart from me, I know you not, Luke xiii therefore,
that faith that is to the faving of the foul, 1s more
than a bare perfwafion that the Bible is the word of
God. Your faying, that the perfon is altually jufs
tifed before coming to Chrift ; and to come to him,
1n order to find peace with God, is, you fay, contrary
to the freedom of grace. This, brother, implies;
that perfons are juftified before they believe, and.
have



( 21 )

have peaee with God when at a diftance from Chrift,
which is the very contraft to Alts xvi. 31. Believe
in the Lord Tefus Chrift, and thou fhalt be [aved,
being juftified by faith, we have peace with God,
through our Lord Jefus Chrift; for althouah we are
not juftified for cur believing, yet it is certain that
none are juftified but in believing, and Chrift calls
the weary to coine unto bim, that they nay find reft to .
their fouls, Matth, X1, and to lay bold on my firength,
and you fball be at peace with ine, Ifai. xxvii. which
proves, that coming to Chrift for the pardon of our
fins, &c. is fo far from being oppofed to the tenor
of grace, that the very eflence of unbelief confifts in
not receiving, and coming to Chrift for life, peace,
and falvation, John vii. 2% will not come unto me,
that ye might have life.

You jultly obferve, that itis the free grace of
God that pacifies the conicience; this is truly evan-
gelical, but i1s contrary to what you have faid of
faith; tor a finner cannot enjoy the Gofpel peace

without an application of the righteoufnefs of Chrift
to his foul, which enables him in fome meafure to

believe, that Chnit is his; and thus your own fimilie
very aptly illuftrates the Gofpel, as it is a free invi-
tation to mankind, finners, to come to the moft kind
and generous benefaltor Jefus Chrift, who is able
and willing to fupply all our wants in coming to
him 3 but thofe that do not fee their need, or doubt
whether this 1nvitation 1s made to them, will not
come to, or believe in him ; thus you have confirmed
the faith which you thought to overturn.

You charge fome writers with putting the effe&
for the thing itfelf ; but you yourfelf have done this,

which appears in a glaring light by your obferva-
tions on Heb. x1. bBut after all that you have faid,

1 ftill think, chat the proper alls of faving faith ter-
minate {olely on God in Chrift, his blood and righte-
oufnelz, the fulnels and freenels of his grace, his
praomife, power, and faithfulnefs fet forth in the
words of truth 5 the ¢ffeéts and works of faith in-

I ternally
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ternaily are the humbling of the foul, the fetting of
the affections on, and the {ubjetting che will in obe-
dience to Chriﬁ.

The works of faith externally are obedience in
bearing and doing the will of God unto the end;
and the aforefaid chapn.er prefents us with many g olo-
rious inftances of the working of faith, trlumphmg
over all oppofition, beth of earth and Hell. If you
were ot prejudiced :n favour of your own opinion,
you would have queried and anfwered thus: What
was the impulﬁve caule of Noah’s making the ark ?
Anfwer, By faith, Nech being warred of God, of things
gt [cen as yeb, moved < with fear, prepared an ark £o
the favine of bis boufe. 'T'hus we fee, that it was his
beine punuadcd of perfonal danger that moved him
to fear, and his belief of perfonal deliverance thar

prempied kim to build an ark at the command of

Ged 5 and that which amimated the faints 1n all their
ncble alts, was the faith of their perfonal intereft in

the love, mercy, and care, of a faithful covenant
Leening Ged, as appears from this chapter and the
whole teftimony of Scripture.

S. Youremind me of the vulgar proverb, ¢ As the
fool thinks, the bell clinks ;» you have imbibed {uch
a notion of faith, as includes perfonal intereft, {o
that you pervert all that 1 fay, to {upport your here-

cal thoughts about believing; but 1t is certain,
that faich 1s neither more or lefs than a perfwafion of
the mind, that the things reported to wus are true,
In believing our affent is not groundeéd merely on
the realonzblenefs, nor on our interefl in the things
related, but folely on the veracity of the reporter;
hence 1t 1s, that many things that are prodigies are
furely be]icvcd even by thofe who think themfelves

mafters of reafon, on the mere probity of the infor-
mer, which is an awful proof of the great degene-
racy of men, who readily credit what fallen mor-
tais declare, bUt will not believe what God 1n the
moft folemn manner makes known to us, unlefs they
can {ee the reafonablnefs of it ; neverthelefs, wifdom
RV



(23 )

is juftified of her children, who are fully perfwaded
of the truth of all-things contained in the Scriptures,
on the bare record of God. I have before obferved,
that !faith bears the fame {ignification 1n {piritual as
in temporal things; 1f it were not {o, the Bible
might as well be in an unknown language, the com-
mon reader would be abfolutely mifled by 1t, as
every one would neceflarily take it in the general ufe
of the word 1in which he uftd to underftand 1r, and 1t
is a word of no doubtful fignification; it always
means believing or being convinced of the truth of
any thing teftificd to us; and till you can fully prove,
that fomething more 15 implied in our common ufe
of the word fzith than what | have now obferved, I
fhali ft1ll believe, that nothing more 1s intended by
the word as 1t ftands in the Scriptures,

C. That the word faith bears the fame {enfe 1n

Divine as in human things is true; but 1t muft be
obferved, that our meaning of it is always according

to the nature of the report; if the things have no
alpect upon us, neither as to good or evil, we mean
no more by the word faith, than -a bare affent of tne
mind ; but if the report engrofieth us, and ali our
affairs, we do not give credit to the thing, unlefs we
believe our perfonal concern in 1t} fo then, by the
word faith 1n fuch a report, we exprefs not only our
affent, but alfo our perfonal connection with the
thing teftified. This is the two obvious fenfes in
which the word is ufed in common things ; it 15 1n
this laft view of the term that we are in the Gofpel
called to believe, and that becaufe there 1s nothing
in Chriftianity which 1s, or ought to be, deemed.
foreign to us; therefore, a bare affent to the things
contained in the Scriptures, falls greatly fhort of that
faith which the Gofpel enjoins, and comes not up to
the common ufe of the word in worldly things that
are fomewhat fimilar, ac thus: if any man were to
promife to do this or that for you, could you fay
that you believed him, if you be not perfwaded
that he will a& according to his engagement; for it

F 2 15
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is moft certain, that in all free and pofitive decla-
rations of the like nature, we do not believe them
unlefs we are affured that they fhall be made good
to us, and our affurance is the ftronger according to -
the knowledge we have of the ability and veracity
of the perfon engaged ; therefore it 1s evident, that
we do not recede from the true {enfe and common
ufe of the word faith, in all things that are of an 1n-
terefting nature, when we fay, that affurance of per-
jonal intereit 1s neceflanly implied, and effential to
faith, when proportioned to the Golpel teftimony,
which 1s inculcated on us.  And this would appear
i a glaring light, 1f the feveral articles of our holy
'elxglon were duly confidered, as thus: That God
made all things, knowsail things, and 1s omniprefent,
filling all places at one and the fame time, governing
and pre elerving all creatures, &c. no perlon can be-
lieve s v.;..‘wur including himfelf as being created,
p;clerv'fd, and 2ll nis boaahts and actions under the
infpedtion of his ali-wife Cre-ﬁtor. We do not give
credir to the Scripture account of the imputation of
Adam’s fin to all his pofterity, the univerfal depra-
vity of human nature, &c. unlefs we believe, that
we are involved 1n his fin, guilt, and pollurion; the
imnotence of man to de any thing of himfelf ac-
ceptable to God, the delivering of himfelf from that
eternal wrath to which, tnroucrh fin, they are ob-
noxious; this, I fa.}* 1‘”1]1 not be adhered to, unlefs
we are fully convinced, that all we do is {in, and
under the curie of the law.  We do not behieve the
teftimony of the Galpel concerning that fall, and
co*zfle**e redemsiion which is in Chrift jeﬁls, and
the free and {ure promile of eternal falvation made
in Chrift to all and every finner that fhall believe in
him, unlefs we are afiured that it hath a favourable
afpelt cn vs perforaily. I might alio remind you of
the refurre@ion of the dead, and the general judg-
ment, which cannot be received as they ought to be,
unlefs we believe ourfelves perfonally concerned in
them ; but what I have faid, I humbly think, may

fuﬂicq
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{uffice to Thew, that perfonal interctt is certainly con-
rained lefs or more in the nature of faving faith.

Give me leave to add, that as in l:)t-:lu:mnﬂr we ne-
ceflarily apply to ourfelves things believed, “that this
is one reafon, If not the greateit, why the crentlemen
whom you pointed at are fo hardy as to dlirt‘rrard the
teftimeny of God ; for if the report concerning the
depravation of men, and the neceffity of anm:hcrs
righteoufnefs, to juftify them before God, did only
1elpe& thofe that are notorioufly proﬂmate and aban-
doned creatures, thofe who imagine they are more
righteous than thele publicans, They, I fay, would
readily fubfcribe to the things aforefaid ; but as they
cannot believe the Gefpel teftimony, without viewing

themfclves on a level with the chiet of finners, there-
{ore they difregard that truth which ftains their pre-
tended retitude, and moral righ:eoufnels, which
they fet up in oppofition to the rightecouinels of God 3
although many of them do believe the Gofpel truths
concerning the life, death, and refurrection of Chrift,
and in your {enfe of faith, they are true believers ;
but the Chriftian faith is the act of the whole {foui,
urider the operation of the Holy Gholt, and hath to
do with Chnit for 1ts own falvation, as held forth in
the word of Godj; and even the weakelt believers
wremble at his word, for they feci ile Lord and bkis
goodnefs, Holea 1. 5. wondcrmcr that he hath not -
poured out the vials of his jult dlfpleaiure on their
ﬂ'mlty heads, and ftand adoring the riches of his
amazing and undeferved miercy, flowing through the

atoning “blood of our dear Lord ]clus Cnn[‘c and
being enrbled | by the unction of the Holy Czhof’c {0
fee the inexpreflible beauty, the infinite fulnels, and
the admirable funtablenefls that there 1s in Chrift to
redeem them from all their m‘ﬁ:rics, and richly fup-
ply all their wanis. In this view, they are enabled
to calt themiclves, and all the bumcn of their fins
upon him; and as they increafe in the firength and
exerciie of faith, through the power of the Huly
Ghoft, they have more full dilcoveries of Chrift in

ail
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all his offices and relations to them ; and being fen-
fible of their grofs ignorance of God and themfelves,
ikey depend on, and {fubmit to, him as their prophet
for wifdom and underftanding; and conicious of their
complicated guilt, they receive ana reft upon him,
as therr great h.uh prieit, for pardon and Julhﬁcation,
through his atoning blood and perfect righteoufnefs,
and fenfible of their abfolute impotence, {piritual
thraldom, and powerful enemues, they are enabled
tc fubmir to him in his kingly office, depending folely

on him for deliverance, and powerful grace to the
{.bduing of thelr hearts, to do his revealed will, and
chearﬁﬂ]}r {fubmit to his providenual will, from a firm
perfwaiion that he doth all things well.  This 1s the
faith that the Gofpel enjoins, and 1s the Infirument in
the hand of the Lord, the Spirit, of begetting joy
and peace 1n the hearts of all thofe who are turned
frorn darknefls to light, and from trufting in their
own righteouinefs to the Lord Jefus Chrlft who 1s
the end of the low for vighteonfuefs to every one that
beliezeth, Rom x. 4. Nothing fhert of this, in fome
degree, is true Golpel jaith, even that faith which
the faints recorded in the Scriptures were partakers
of. See Phil. ni. 8. Gal 1. 19, 20. 1 Cor. 1. 30.
Tial. xxvi. 13. and thus 1t is evident, that ot only
an affent, or fuil perfwafion of the mind touching
the truth of all that is revealed concerning Chrift,
tut allo a hearty recetving of him, depen dence upon
kim, and {ubjection to hun are all eflential to the
teing of that faith which is unto falvation.

S Whar you have now obferved holds true in
moil things hinted at ; but I cannot fee, that becaufe
God hath {ent his Son into the world, therefore all
that receive the Golpel have ground to believe their
perforal intereft in him. This would be to deny the
dottrine of eleftion and particular redempticn,
which are truths contained in the Bible; and if all
are enjoined to believe, that they are perfonal]y In-
terefied 1n Chrift, and fhall be faved, then fome are
commanded to believe alie, which is fuch an ablurdity,

as
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fufficiently proves the fallacy of your notion of faith.
To be told that God 1s freely gracious, that he gave
his Son to die to fave the chief of finners, that he is
the Chrift, is rifen from the dead, that God is well

pleafed in him, and the like, are truths of general
concern, and the belief of them have nothing of per-

fonal aflurance, or of {pecial intereft ; for what 1s fet
before us in the word to be belicved for falvation is
true in itfelf, whether we believe it or not.

C. If the Gofpel hath no fpecial and certain afpe&.
on the eternal concern of every individual who are
called to regard 1it, then the believing or not believ-
ing is of very lirtle confequence ; for we are required
to believe that which we have no particular intereft
" 1n, and the grace of the word is not to be viewed
as belonging to us. The doctrines of eternal eletion

and particular redemption are fo fully and plainly
revealed, that none who reads the Bible with any

attention can doubt their validity, without doing
violence to thelr own underitanding, as well as the
facred text; but thefe things are not propofed to us
in the Gofpel, in order to our believing in Chrift ;
for eleftion is not the objet of faving faith, in be-
lieving the foul is led, fooner or ]ater to fee 1tas a
crlorlous privilege In Chrift Jefus; but they do not
belleve in it as the ground of their falvition, Chrift
alone being the only object of their faith, and the
foundation of this and all other privileges, which are
unto eternal life ; neither i1s the word and free pro-
mife of meicy, which 1s preached unto finners, built
on election, nor on univerfality, nor the fpeciality of
Chrift’s death, but on the ftulnels, freenefs, and vir-
tuality of his merits, whereby be is able to [ave to the
uttermoft, all that come unto God by bim, Heb. vii. 25.
And every one who are convinced of their guilty
ftate, and of the Gofpel falvation, they, as under the
influence of grace, ftand not querying about elec-
tion, nor the extent of Chrifi’s death, the Spirit of
God having opened ther eyes to jfee the freencels,

fulnelfs, and {utablenels that there 15 in Chnift to re-
lieve
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lieve them. Under this view they are enabled to reft
their guilty and impotent fouls on him; from thence
they find unipeakable _;oy and peace in &eizeww Adts
xvil. 30. Rom. xv. 13. - From this it follows, that
neither election, nor the peculiarity of Chrift’s death,
comes properly unzier the conlideration of a finner’s

coming to, or believing in Chrift; (for my part, I
know nothing of commcr to Chrift as elected, but as

a miferable finner ; , and | being enabled. to beleve in
Chnift, I am led to {ze my election and falvation, not
~as a confequence of believing, but as the fruit of
ever]aﬁ.mﬂ' love beftowed on worthlefs men, through
the mediaton of our olorious Emanuel) nor 1s elec-
tion any argument again{’c the convinced finner be-
lieving, that they have remiffion of fins and falvation
in Chriit ; for this 1s the fum of the Gofpel. Luke
xxiv. 47. That ucpeniance and remiffion of fius fhould
be preacked in bis naime among all nations y and if wWe
are not 1o belicve, that every one of us hath for our-
felves, remiffion of our fins and eternal life in Chrift
Jefus, then there 13 no connection, nor propertion
berwixt that faith which the Gofpel enjoins, and the
truth which 1t reports to us; and the believer 1s yet
in his fins, and muft feek relief under guilt fome
other way thzn in the belief of the truth. Thus your
notion of faith deprives the Lambs of Chnift of the
comfort of that which 1s the chief blefling of the
Golpel, and the Saviour’s procurement, viz. . T whons
we bave redemption through bis blood, even the forgive-

g5 of fins, Col. 1. 14. And your defcnpuon of
faith makes the Gofpel of the fame tenor with the
law, which is to do and live, But the Gofpel is to
be vicwed as an act of indemnity, proceeding trom
the compaffionate heart of our offended God, founded
cn the infinite righteoulnefs of his Son, Jelus Chnilt,
in which he gracioufly holds out the remifiion of fing
and final falvation, to all and every one of the finners
of mankind, who fhall receive it as a free gift, 1In
and through the mediation of Chnift, This is the re-

cord, that Ged bath given uinto us eternal life, and this
life



( 29 )
life is in bis Son, v John v. 11. He that believeth on
the Son bath everlafting life, and ke that believeth not
the Son, fball not fee life, but the wiath of God abideth
on bim, John 1l 36. Thus we fee that when all are
called to believe in Chrift, and that they have life in
receiving him; none, i fay, are required to affent to
a lie s for that God hath given, or held out, eternal
life to us finners, in his Son, 1S a truth, whether T
is believed or not; and it 1s true of all who are re-
quired to believe it, or how could the not believing
the teftimony of God be making him a liar, if he has
not made {uch a promife or teﬁlmony refpeting thofe
that never believed 7 On the whole, as all men are
involved under the law charge of guilt, fo all men
are included under the Gofpel declaration of mercy ;

and all and every one who believeth it, fhall find tlie
immenfe bleflings of it terminating on them, in and

through our Lord Jefus Chrnift unto eternal life.
John xx. 31.

§. That all men may plead the mierits of Chrift
for the pardon of their fins, is a point that I am far

from denying ; the Gofpel record bears the fame af-
pet on one finner as on another, treating us all on

a level, while it is the molt important and mtercﬂlng
to US all but the Gofpel does no where, 1mme-
diately or dlre&ly, declare the fpecial intereft of any
man now. living, therefore fuch an affurance is
groundlefs and dangérous; and as the Scripture no
where declares, that any one now In our world is
eleCted, or that his fins are forgiven, it muft be pre-
fumpuon for any one to think fo, for the freedom of
divine grace, as held forth in the Gofpel, is open
and common to {inners in general, and therefore cén-

not warrant any perfon to believe, that he has a par-
ticular intereft in Chrit.

C. If ever any finner had, from the Divine decla-
ration of mercy, a fufficient ground to believe their
fpecial intereft in Chrift, then all fuch finners have
the very fame ground now; for the Gofpel retains
the fame fulnefs and freedom of grace now that it
ever did 3 and 1t is moft clear and certain, that the

G | alfurance
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affurance of the Saints recoided 1n the Scriptures was
founded or the Divine tc-l.mmny, and received by
tak, viz. Kememoer thy werd ditto thy [crvant, on which
thow «F coufed e to bope, PRl exix. 49. I bed
faint:d zf;:feﬁ T Led believed. 1o fee the gooanefs of the
Lord iz the lard of the living, Plal. xxvil, 13, We be-
lieve, that thicugh the grace of our Loid Yefus Chrift
we foall be [aved, A&s xvl II. and many more
Scriptures might be cited of the fame import; and
the Gofpel never did declare to any man, that he
had a particular ntereft in Chrit, but under the
confideration of his being a believer, and its lan-
guage 1s the fame now that ever it was. To the un-
belicver it {a s, Let the wicked foifcke bis way, and
the wnightcous ncin bis thoughts, and turn unto the
Lord, cind le will bave wercy upon Lim, and to oyr
God, aid be will ebuidantly perdon, lial lv. 6. And
if there is any man now living that believeth i
Choft, the Gofpel telleth all fuch, that their iniqui-
ties are pardoned, for there is no condemmnation to
them who are thus in Chriflt Jefuss and if you do
not view thofe with whom you hold fellowthip as
belicvers, then you cannot love them as real Chrif-
tians ; but if you receive them to' your community
as the genuine friends and members of Chrift, why
do vou i?y, that the Gofpel does not determine the
memal intereit of any man now living, when 1t {o
exPrefslv declares to all that now believe: Bus ye are
wwafbed, but ye are fmﬂg‘fed but ye are juftified, in the
naire of the Lora Jefus, and by the szr‘ft of orr God,
x Cor. vi. 11.  What was written aforctinie was writ-
ten for our learning, that we, through patience and coni-
fort of the Scriptures, anight bave bope, Rom, xv. 4.
And the Chriftian hope floweth immediately from
faith, and 1s firengthened according to the degree of
it. Rom. xv. I3 Now the Ged af /:mpe Sill you and with
all joy and peace, in believing, that you may abound in
hope, through the power rgf the Holy Ghoft,  Salvation
1s as infcparzbly connefted with faith now as it was
formerly, and therefore 2ll that now believe, ac-
cording to the Gofpel, fhall affuredly be faved

Ihus
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Thus fpeaketh Job xix. 25. For I know that my Re-
dsemer lwveth, and that be fhall fland at 1he latter day

upon the earthy and though worms defiroy this body,

yet in my flefb foall I fee God. This 1s the proper lan~’
guage of faith; and as what the law faith, it faith

to them that are under the law, even {o all that the
Gofpel faith, 1t faith it to all thofe that now believe
the teftimony of God, Rom. 1. 21, 22. But now
the righteoufnefs of God without the law is mantfefted,
being witnefled by the law and the Prophets, even the
righteoufnefs of God, which is by faith of Jefus Chrift
unto all, and upon all them that believe, for there is no
difference.  Thus we {ee, that the Scripture doth
clearly and fully affert, that every one that believeth
hath a fpecial intcreft in Chrift; therefore all {fuch
have a fufficient ground for their affurahce of eternal
life in the teftimony of God, unlefs it be dangerous
to confide in the bare promife of God revealed to the
heart, and contained in the word, and prefumption
to rely by faith alone on the righteoufnefs of Chrift
for acceptance with God, without fome works done
by them to fupport their hope of eternal life, which
is the dottrine of our modern Pharifees, and is infe-
parably conneted with your definition of faith.
Your obferving, that as the Gofpel 1s alike open
to all finners, cannot, therefore, warrant any one to
believe his particular intereft in it. This, I humbly
think, is as bad logic as divinity 5 for if the Gofpel
1s thus tendered, and fuitable to all finners alike,
then it certainly warrants all finners that believe it,
to be affured of relief from it for as all men, {everally
confidered, ftand in nced of, and enjoy as much of
the natural fun as if there were but one perfon in the
world, juft fo every finner ftands in the fame abfolute

neceffity of the fame Jefus to bleed and die for him,
as if there had been but one finner to die for; and

all that grace and glory, which flows through a cruci-
fied and rifen Saviour, con.cs in the Goipel decla-
ration to every flnner perfonally, and terminates on
every individual believer; fo that every fingle Chril-

G 2 tian
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tian may, with great propriety and certainty, fay with
Apoftle, Gal. 11. 20. The life which 1 now live in the
Jielo, I bive by the faith of the Ser of God, who loved

ey, ana gave bimfelf for me. To write and preach
ihort of [hl‘l 1S to keep back from the children of

light the chief part of the counfel of Heaven, to
muzzle the Divine oracle, to nuilify and render void

the record of God in the moft efiential and mtercﬁmﬂ'
matiers.

§. The Scripture infilts on many things as necef-
fary to prove our particular intereft, all which are
declared to be the fruis and effelts of faith, If then
faving faith be in the mind previous to any of thefe
neceﬁary proofs, how can it be conceived that faith
itfelf thould contain a direét perfwalion of particular
intereft? Neither 15 there any need for fuch aflurance,
in order to be a ground of hope; and when any
make it the chief 111pp0rt of their mind, they are
refting their fouls upon what the Scriptures doth not
affure them of, and may be deceiving themfelves, as
many have done.

C. It is an awful truth that many do deceive them-
felves, and we are all prone to reft in the fthadow of
things, inftead of the fubftance; but we are fure there
can be no ceception where the Gofpel comes not in
word only, but in power, and in the Holy Ghoft,
and in much affurance, 1 Thefl. i. 5. whereby they
are helped to view it in 1t own light, and accept of
it in its juft importance, without any other evidence
of their right to Chnft, than what is apprehended
and rccewed in believing the teftimony of God, and
therefore called zbe fubfiance of things boped for, and
the evidence of things mot feen, Heb, xi. 1. And 1
humbly think, that your obfervation 1s groundlefs ;
for the Scripture no where fpeaks of any thing as a
diret evidence of intereft, but believing, and ex-
prefsly faich, that be zhat believerh bath the wiinefs
iz bimfell, 1 John v. 10. It exhorts us to add to our
faith, virtue, and the like, which 1s ufeful to prove
the divinity of it; yet the Gofpel affurance of falva-

f1on
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tion is not founded on works, but works fow from
the affurance of faith, as the effe&t from the caufe;
and as all effets ferve to evince the nature and force
of their caufes, even fo Gofpel obedience corrobo-
rateth with faving faith, in witneffing to the truth
of that aflurance which is received in believing s
hence we fee the clofe conneflion that there 1s be-
twixt faith and works, and their joint teftimony to
the truth of the believers peculiar intereft in Chrift,
and the power of Divine grace in the heart. Faith
gives a weight and dignity to all works done under
its influence, Heb. xii1. 15, 16, And works are a
vifible proof, that our faith 1s not {purious, but ge-
nuine and fcriptural, James 1. 18, True faith then
1$ a living and influencing principle, ating from the
love of Chrift thed abroad in the heart; and all the
Gofpel precepts which believers are enjoined to ob-
{erve, are founded on the fuppofition of a fpecial re-
lation, fubfifting betwixt Chrift and every one of them,
as thus: e are not your own, for ye are bought with
a price 3 therefore glorify God with your bodies and vour
(pirits, which are vis. Be kind one to another, tender-
bearted, forgiving one another, even as God for ChrifFs

[ake bath forgiven you, Eph.iv. 31.  Return ve back-
fliding children, for I am married unio you, [aith the

Lord, Jer. 1il. 13, Thefe and many more texts prove,
that a perfonal intereft in Chrift is received direltly
upon believing the facred word, and in fome degree
exifts in the mind prior to any vifible fruits Aowing
from ity for if the Chnftian is called to the practice
of holinefs, from the confideration of his peculiar al-
liance to Chrift, then a fenfe of his fpecial intereft,
in fome degree, Is ablolutely needful to produce a
chearful, uniform, and evangelical obedience; for
that duty, or work, which is not done from a. fenfe
of the Divine love terminating on us, through Jefus
Chrift our Lord, is partly legal, {ervile, and. from
the Ipinit of bondage.

S. Though the Chnitian raith does not contain a
direct perfwafion of particular intereft, yet the tidings

brought
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brought us openly in the Gofpel are a fufficient flay
for our fouls, whenfoever thefe truths are believed,
We are told n the Gofpel, that they convey peace,
hope, and comfort to the mind. Thus when the
Geniiles heard that Chrift was fet for alight to them,
and that he fhould be for {alvation to the ends of the
earth, though not one of them was told of a {pecial
wmrerelt, yer they being periwaded of the general
truth, was glad, and glorified the word of the Lord,
Afts X 48.  And, furely, there 1s enough to eale
the mind, pacify the confcience, and {ree it from ter-
rifying ears, upon being told and periwaded, that
Tefus 1s an all-luficient and enurely free Saviour for
loft finners. Tins 1s the faith which the Apoftles
preached ; and 1t evidently fuppoles, that there is a
fufficient ground of hope, and fource of comfort, in
this Golnel of the erace of God. |

C. As Chnft 1s fet forth for a hight to the Gentiles
in general, and for falvation to the ends of the earth,
without any exception to any perfon or perfons under
the characters of finners, as fuch, therefore every one
who hears the Gofpel declaration, i1s warranted, and
called to accept of Chnift for th«ir own Saviour to
the falvation of their {fouls s and all thole who are
enabled to lay hold on Chnift and eternal life in him
for themielves, do glorify the word of the Lord.
The Genules of whom you {poke were fuch as ap-
pears from the text, A5 mairy as were ordained o efers -
nal life beliecved.  'The {un of righteoufnefs fhined into
their hearis; in his hght they faw hght, and were
favoured with a view or the Divine mercy, blotting
out their fins in particular: this, I fay, they faw
through their believing 1n Chrift; and therefore they
had good reafon to be glad ; but not according to
your notion of faith, which feparates fpecial intereft
in Chrift from believing. To hear that Chnift 1s an
able and free Saviour cannot be a full ground of
joy, if I am not to believe, that he is, and will con-
sinue to be, all that unto me which the Divine word
declares, 1t follows, that your faith in the Divine

teftimony
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¢eflunony gives no immediate and certain ground of
comfort. 'Ihofe wiio view the G ofpt'l 45 a condl-

ticnal falvation, agree with you, that it furnifheth
all men with fufacient ground of comfort; becaule,

{ay they, 1t requires n0thln0' but what may be eafily
performed 3 and your account of faith ftands in a
clofc conne&ion with falvation on this tenure, which
aives no affurance of eternal life, but en the footing
of our own obedicnce. But, if you think that the
Gofpel 1s, as 1t really s, abfolute and unconditional,
then no perfon can fully believe it as having a relpe&
to himlelf, without being perfwaded, lefs or more,
of s peculiar interelt in it; and all thofe who pre-
tend to believe the record, and are not thus aflured,
are [uch who fear they have not done fuch things as
are {ufficient to fupport their hope; and this legal
furmile is the genuine fruit of your faith, and abfo-
lutely contrary to the freedom of the Gefpel; for
by grace ye gre Ja ved throngh foith, and that 1ot of
vouifclues, it is the gift of God, I'phel. 1. 8. Thus
It appears, that xom m.hn;tlon of taith 15 inadequate
to the teltimony of God, and ineffectual to the relicf
of a diftrefled foul s but the faith which 1s of Ged
brings immediate confolation, and is a fovereign
balm to every wound of the feul.  Thus avhen the
finner’s confcience fmarts with cuilt, and fears the
wrath of God, 1n belicving they are comiorted,
Rom. v. 1 P&f;zq juflified by faith, we bave peace w01tk
God, through owr Lovd Fefus Chriff. When conflicting
with the world, the flefly, and the Devil, the Chiil-
tian is iupported in ochieving Chrift’s word, 2 Cor

.. 9. My grece Is [ufficient for sou, my flrength is poi-
feﬁm’ in weaknefs. gain, when the believer is ap-
prcarhmr— ro the throne of grace, he is afiured of ac~
ceptance in beheving, that we have an advocate with
the L'atber, Fefus Cl 1t the vighieons, 1 John n. 1.
Who is able to fove to the witeringll &l that come wiito
God by Fim, bacb.vil. 25 In a word, the Golpel
taith comforts under every mlcomawemcnr, ﬂnumtcs
:n every duty, enables to hope even agaimit hope,

hght
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light 1n darknels, and life in death; for Chrift dwelt
in the behevers heart by faith, and in believing they
know that Chnft 1s theirs, and they are his, Song
il. 15, ‘This is the true faith which the Apoftles fo
laborioufly preached, and zealoufly maintained ; the
faith which rejoiced their hearts in the midft of deep
tribulation, Rom. v. 3. But the faith you plead for
falls greatly fhort of that faith which was -enjoined
by the Apeitles, and of which they were partakers,
and by which they comforted others with the fame
comforts wherewith they were comforted of God
but your faith dentes us the prefent comfort of the
pardon of yaur perfonal fins, keeping us in the dark
concerning our intereft in Chnift, hiding from us the
affurance of eternal life, directing profefiors to draw
all their comiort touching the being of thofe momen-
tous points from their perfonal external obedience,
thereby leading them to concett, that they are better
than others ; for they who ground their affurance of
eternal life on their own perfonal performances, muft
view themielves more righteous than thofe, who,
they {uppole, want this ground of hope; and the
faith which you want to obtrude on us, founds al-
furance on our own works, In this, your faith is fo
far from excluding boafting, that it is the grand fup-
port of ir; and the Pharifee (my brother) about
whom you have made fuch a fearch to find in your
neighbours, {eems to be lurking in your own bofom,
and nourifhed by your own dottrine.,

§. The account I have given of the matter and
nature of faith is moft direltly oppofed to all legalifm,
even of the moft refined natures for if that which is
to be believed, be nothing but free-and perfeét falva-
tion in another, there can be no room for felf-de-
pendence, efpecially if we'remember, that faith is no
aCt of ours, 1n order to obtain the Divine favour,
but 1t 15 a mere periwalion of the truth, wherein the
mind thinks of nothing for its hope and comfort,
but the {overeign freedom of Divine grace in Chrift
and this faith is equally oppofed to all Antinomar}irm,
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fince the nature and genuine effets of it muft be 2

careful attendance to the direction given and duties
required in the word of grace.

C. I willingly perfwade myfelf, that your meaning
is better than what your words plainly import ; for
even after you have put your account of faith in the
helt light you can, when confidered in its true mean-
ing, 1t is not {fo far removed from either legalifm or
Antinomiani{m as you feem to imagine; for what-
foever encomiums you pafs on the freedom of grace;
yet when the weight of perfonal affurance refts di-

re¢tly on our own obedience, and not received ﬁmply
by faith, it is little better than grofs legalifm ; and,

on the other hand, thofe who eround their affurance
on their external obedience, flowing from their no-
tional faith, feparated from an internal work of the
Spirit of God, revealing Chnft to the foul, and
thereby carrying on a work of fanctification ; this af-
{urance, I {ay, 1s no better than that of an Antinomian,
becaule their obedience is but licentioufnefls, when
compared to the true Chriftian evangelical obedience
required in the Gofpel, and contended for by thofe to
whom you give the charatter of popular preachers.
Although part of what vou have laft faid amounts to
the very fame account which they give of faith ; for
if the finner has nothing for his hope of falvation but
the mercy of God in Chrift, and this blefled news
of the Golpel comes with power to his mind, fo as
to fill him with joy and peace in believing, without
any regard had to s paft, prefent, or future obe-
dience, then this implies a dire¢t view of perfonal
interelt in Chrflt by faith 3 for it is contrary to all
rational experience to rejoice, on our own accounty
i an abfolute promife or report, of which we are not
10 believe that we have any elpecial intereft in it, A
promife that 1s conditional, we may work ourfelves
into it ; but that which is ablolute and unconditional,
we can have no part in it but through the mere

favour of the promifer. The Gofpel is of this fort 3
and all who recelve 1r, recetve it as given freely to

H them
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thomi in Chinit jefusy and thofe that belicve fhould

bz careful to o :11 tain good works, not to make -
cacd chewr mteredl, but pw *'::h to fhew forth 1he p.-'(zzj?f'.r
&7 .r.*f.-.?.’ b0 fath Ct‘f@fd Liciin ol L‘?f da; krl{_'[f 110 i3

DY B

,'l'i-l—---l'

srgivelions foor,

§. The Gécfcr")tion that we cive of faith 1s entue]y
icriptural; and we are wcll iuppo"ttd in afferting,
thar it gz S 00 certain f€CUl'lty of eternal hfe, or
that no perion can be affured of the fovour of God
0 nimi lf in a fimple belief of the Gofpel; for
t‘lm i according to the Scnptures every one that
underitands and believes the true Goipel fhall be
javed :ﬂ; i, yet the Goiptl being of a praltical na-
ture, ncining fhorr of 2 condudt agreeable thereunto
can be a ﬁ,Lmenf proef that he believes what he
profriict s and all fuch periwalions as are unat-
tended with the proper fruits of faith muft, in their
own nature, be invalid and enthufiaftical, however any
iuch afiurances, impreffions, mani Lﬁar ons, Or reve-
!ar.ic:r*‘., iay be dlc"mﬁtfl with the nitle of the witnels,
or 1wzl of the Spmt, the affurance of faith, or the
f“ltil o+ z2ffurance.

C Sometimes you fay, that the truth believed 1s
faih; agamm vou fay, faith is, that all our hope of

eternal life is founded on what Jelus hath done
and tnis laft account comes neareft to the point, if
you wiil admit that 1t is a fure hope, not founded
jointly on what we fhall do, and what Chnft has
cone, but olely upon what Chrift in his own perfon
hath already done. In this light it includes {pecial
intereft 1 Chnlt, as the Lord our righteoufiefs ond
Lrezgihy bur if you will not allow this, then the
faith’ and hope you ipeak or 1s abfolutely Iegal, and
cannot itand without your own works to {upport 1t;
and this {eems to be intended by your faying, that
the Golpel is of a practical nature ; the expreffion is
dark, but according to your own words, we can take
no affured comfort from the Gofpel ull we perform
its precepis,  If {o, it 1s no ‘more a Golpel of free
grace, but it is of the tenor of the law, as it gives
ne
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no certainty of life feparated from our works ; but
the Gofpel which the Apoftles preached, 15 a declia
ration of pardoning mercy to the chiet of finners,
founded on the practical and perfe& obedience of tha
Lord Jefus Chnit unto the death of the crofs, thereby.
procuring and fecuring cternal Dife to all who fhall
believe in, or recetve him.  Therefoie 1o Fiin thas
worketh woty but bclieveth in bim that jufificth the une
godly, bis foith is conited for righteonfuefs, Rom. iv, 14,
for none of our works are neediul to enable the Gol-
pel to juflity us 3 but when 1t 1s believed 1n the light
and power of the Lord, the Spirit, the grace of it
15 effectual in his hand, to Zring every theushs iite
the obedience of Fefus, 2 Cor. x. 6. And to make
the believer fruitful in cvery gosd work, neicher is faith
at any tiume wichout internal fruits or effelts; vet
thefe effe@ts are not the ground of their affurance ;
but thefe internal effects flow immediately from the
affurance of the Divine love received in believing, as
thus: Suppofing a rich man to promife to one who
s in debt and caflt nto prifon, that he will liberate
him, by freely paying the full fum he owed ; 1t the
indigent perfon gave credir o 1t, he cannot bus find
emotions of love and oratitude in his heart towards
his generous benefactor ; , yet this dupoflition of his
mind 1s not the ground on which he believeth, but
it 1s folely che veracity of the promifer, and his joy
15 the effe€t of his crediting the report; jult and
much more fo is it with the {inner that believes the
Golpel teflimony and promife, becaufe 1t comes with
a Divine power, and the grace of 1t is interlined 1
the heart, {o that it neceffarilly produceth both in-
ward and outward eflects, yet neiher the nrterpal
nor the external works are the dtmL;Llppcrt cf their
affurance 3 and 1 we receive the pardon of {in by
faith without works, and jultification by faith without
works, then- it follows, thar affurance or parncular
relation to Chrift muft'be recetved by faith wiiaout
works, and that the former 1s true, fee Rom. 11, 24.
e conclude, that a wman is juftifi ed by faililr woith witt
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the deeds of the lew. ACs xxvi 18, Thatf they may
veceive the feigivenefs of fins, and an inberitance aniong
them that are [aniTified by feith that is i me. Pardon
and juftification are infeparably connedted with faith,
and none can be pardoned and juftified without fpe-
cial interelt in Chnft; therefore, that aflurance
which the Chriftian is afcertained of by faith, or 1n
believing, 1s neither enthufiaitical nor licentious,
being founded on the everlafting righteoufnefs of
him n whom all the promifes are, yea and in him,
Amen, 2 Cor. 1. 20. and this faith eﬁe&ua]ly purgeth
the hezrt unto the unfeigned love of the brethren,
7 Pet. 1. 21. and allow me to obferve, that the Chrif-
tian is fometimes as dlfﬁdcnt about the quality of his
faith as that of his works; his hope of glory is not
built on his a&t of falth “but folcly on Clm{‘[ the
object of 1t contained in the free promife ; therefore
I have all along faid, that affurance of falyation is
receved in behewng, not for believing, nor founded
on ihe act of believing no more than cn works. /'
bave belicved, therefore  bave T [poken.

S. T think it hath been abundantly proved, that
no perfon’s eternal election, fpecial intereft, or even-
zual faivation, can be certified in any other way than
in and by 2 conunued obedience to the will of Chrift,
as fet forth 1n the Divine word 3 and 1 could venture
the whoie argument upon 1 John 1. 2, 4. Hereby
woe kuoo that we know bim, if we keep bis command-
scits s ke that [faith, I bt bim, angd keepeth niot bis
comandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in biin.
Here are two as plain and pofitive affertions as any
in the whole Bible; therefore, whatfoever ipirit con-
tradicts, or in any meafure fets this kind of evidence
in any degree unneceflary, cannot be of God; who-
foever then cheritheth an affurance in his mind which
rifeth higher than his evidence, and whofoever
thinketh that his evidences rifech higher than his obes
dience, muft be under the influence of fome delufive
fpirit, ‘whether his affurance be derived from any
- impreflions made upon his mind, or from reflection

upon
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upon pait experience, we may be fure that the Spirit
of God never did, never wiil witnefs contrary to the
word of God.

C. The knowledge which the text you have cited
{peaks of, deces not fimply refpect the certainty
which a believer has of his own ftate, but the evi-
dence which we give to others, and receive from
them, touching our joint acquaintance with, and re-
lation to, Chritty and 1t is of the fame {cope with
James 11. 18. But fuppofing 1t to be as vou have re-
prefented it, I know of none that fets it altogether
afide. I have already oblerved, that obedience is a
corroborating proof of fpecial intereft 5 but it is not
the direct, nor of itfelf a certzin evidence, as will
appear, If we confider the feveral ways by which the
believer is certified in this point; and 1ft, The Chril-
tian becomes affured of eternal life, by being en-
abled to believe from the heart the teflimony of

$ God. He that belicveth on the Son of God hath the <vit-
nefs in bimfelf, 1 John v. 10, But thefe are writien
that ye wmight belicve, that Tefus Chrift is the Soin of
God, and that believing, you might bave life threuri
bis neme, John XX. 32. e that believeth oir ihe
Son bath everlaftiug life, John 1. 36. And this
affurance which is received by faith cannot rile higher
than 1ts evidences, which are neither more nor lefs
than the fpotiels obedience of Jefus Chrift, the pro-
mife, power, and faithfulnels of God revealed in the
Gofpel, Heb. vi. 18, recorded in Heaven by the
Father, Word, and Holy Ghoft, 1 John v. 2. and
ratified 1n the refurre@tion of Chrift from the dead,
Who was delrvered for our offences, and rofe again for
our juftification, Rom. iv. 26, And this tetimony is
more to be depended on than the molt folemn attel-
tation of men and angels, and more permanent than
Heaven and earths for the mountamns fhall depars,
and the bills foall be removed, but my kindnefs [ball not
aepart from thee, neither fhall the covenant of my peace
ve removed, [aith the Lord, that hath mercy on thee,
{fa1, Ixiv. 10, And the language of true faith to all

its-
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ws accufers 1s, Hho fhell ley any thing to the charge
of Gec’s eleii 2 It is God that jufiifetn. IWho is e that
condeiznzeh 2 It is Chiit that aied, vea rotver tihat is
iz agcin, <olhe s cven at the right band of God, who
&/ mokati it ffion ﬁ;r 5, Rom viii 32. Agan.
Beliovers are cornficd of their part 1n Chnift by the
work of grace in their hearts, and the fruits of it in
their lives, Ifai. xxvi. 13. Lerd then wilt ordain
peace f e 13, for thon bafi wrought cll our work i s,
172 ks thet we are paffed from death unto life, becaufe
zue e the bretbren s but neither inward nor external
obedience 1s of itfelf any evidence, but in connection
with faith. Again, Rom. vl 16. The Spirit itfelf
beareth ..w.,;z{'ﬁ with our [pirit that we are the childre
af Ged 3 from which we may note, that this joint tef-
umony of the Spirit with their {pirit, is not made
either to men or to angels, but to their own hearts,
whereby they know feverally for themlelves their re-
lation to Ged as children,- which 1s the third way of
the believer’s receiving affurance, and 1s firft In 2
way of bearing teftimony to the truth of that grace
and fincerity which he, the Lo-d, the Spirit, hath
wiovght, and implanted in the believer’s heart,
which the Apoftle calls, his confeience bearing biim wii-
7efs i ile Hely Ghaft, Rom. xi. 1. And fecondly,
the Hely Spirit bears witnefs in an immediate and
powﬂrfal manner, applying to the affliCted foul, the
blocd, righteoufnefs, grace, and everlafting love of
CImP( as contained in the promlfe of a gracious and
faithful God; and all this in fo rich and powerful 2
way, as fills the foul with inexpreflible joy, and af-
{urance of efpecial intereft in God. Ian l. 12. ],
eveir I, ain be that comforteth you, &c. .And thus the
believer 1s certified without refpedt to any of ‘his
works; and this confidence cannot arife higher than
its evidence; which is the teflimony of the Spirit of
truth, who cannot lie; neither can, nor doth the Lord,
the Spirit, at in all this contrary to the Scriptures;
for there th.., Lord gracioufly fpeaketh even to thofe

who have wearied him with their fins, and made him
te
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to ferve with their iniquities, Ifan xlii. 25, 26, I,
eveir I, ain ke that blotteth' out thy tranfgieffions, for
mine Wi nawc’s fake, and will ot vememder thy fins
dut e in renembraice, let us plead together, declare ye,
that you mignt be juftificd. Now, as the Lord thus
{fpeaketh to peifons who are going on in fin, it can
be no incengruity, nor any impeachment of his fpot-
Jefs purity, to bear eftimony 1n the aforefaid manner
to the foul of the diftreficd Chrifiinn, which is abun-
dantly confirmed by the experience of the faints re.
corded in Scripture, and by many now in our world;
neverthelefs, the comfort of this mamiteftation and
teflimony may foon be loft, through the tempta-
tions of Satan, and the workings of unbelief, Pfal,
xxx. Thou hideft thy face, and I<cas ticibled y neither
can our obedicnce of itfelf reftore jov, for all their
virtue depends on believing, 1o Job xxui. 8. Bebold,
[ go forward, but be is not there s and backward, bug
I cannol perceive biziny on toe left band <where be doth
work, but I cannot bebold kiin 5 be Eideth Eanfelf o the
right band, that I cannot fee bim.  1n the next words
we fee, that his relief wasn the way of believing,
ver. 10. Dbut he knowetd the way that I toke; whei
be bath tried me, I fhall come forth as gold , and if we
do not know that we have peace with God by faith,
prior to our cbedience, how can we know that our
works are acceptable with God, fo as to be affured
of eternal life ; our works are partial ; many things
often, if not entirely, omitted, and what we do are
abfolutely imperfect ; how then can they give us a
ground to believe, that we are interefted in Chrift,
Again, how can any works done by us give us af-
furance, that we fhall perlevere in well-doing, for
many feem to begin in the fpirit who end in the feth;
and therefore, no man, upon your notion of faith,
can have any certain ground for the hope of eternal
hfey but the Chriftian faith gives us a direét and fure
cround of our fpecial intereflt in thefe great points,
beth in refpedt to perfeverance 1n the ways of God,
and the enjoyment of eternal life ; for faithful is he

who
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who hath pro'nifed, who alfo will do it. s gre
kep by the power of God through feith unto falvation,
1 Pet. i 7. Fro'n the whole it is evident, that the
affurance of faith, or the faith of affurance, which
reiteth alone 1ts evidence of fpecial interelt on the
Divine teftimony, 1s truly evangelical, and rifeth no
bigher than 1ts evidence, neither (hall it ever fail;
but that affurance which 1s founded on our own obe-
dicnce, rifeth much higher than” its evidences ; and,
accerding to your own words, 1s only from a delufive
ipirit, and altogether unfcriptural, and at beft is bt
weak and unftable as water.

S. It has been faid, that the actings of faith as
they are called, in the workings of the affections, are
fo powerful and felf-evident, that a perfon can no
more deubt of his faith, or of his efpecial intereft,
than be can be infenfible of the ftrong emotions of
his own mind ; but let it be remembered, that {fuch
an affurance may be proved to be only a fond ima-
gination, and no more than what the ftony ground
Rearers have found in themfelves, It is IDJGHOUS tO,
the character of the Holy Spirit to fuppofe, that he
wiinefieth to our Sonfhip, while we are actually ne-
clecting the obedience required, or declining to fuffer
for Chrift’s fake ; and that which is any proper proof
of an ntereft In C hnift, conlifts in thofe workings of
the afie(tions, which accompany actual obedience to
the laws of Chnft; taking Gofpel experience and
evidence of incereft in this view, it is clear, that we
hzve nothing to reft upon but the free grace of God in
Chrift, which is our hope and ﬂrenoth and to ferve
bim with all our hearts, irom a {enfe of this his love to
13, which confirains us to live unto him, How little
thefe thibgs are regarded, or fo much as though on
as nx..ceﬁ'ary evidence of faith by many, who think

hey are certified about their ftate, I leave to _every
man’s conicience.

C. If any, from a fenfe of the love of Chrift, are
conftrained to live unto him, this fuppoles that they
believe, that his love 15 fixed on them, which 1s

whas
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what we affert, but you deny; therefore what you
have faid touching this point, has no conneéion -

with your principles, but belongs to ours.

It is no refleftion upon a good man, when he feals
to his difobedient child his paternal affetion, in or-

der to reclaim him; neither can it be any dithonour
to the puority of God, to fpeak that to the heart of
finners, which he hath declared concerning them in
his word ; and there he calls Ephraim a fon, though
an unwife fon, and promifeth to ranfom them from
the power of the grave, and redeem them from
death, Hof, xii1, 14, And as God fpeaketh thus in
his word concerning finners while in their fins, fo he
may reveal the fame things to their mind while in the
{fame ftate, as it is for their recovery, and makes it
effectual to that end ; and 1t i1s far more iniquitous
to liit the Holy Ghoft in his operations, than to
affert, that be is gracioufly pleafed fometimes to
{peak peace and pardon to the foul while in fin ; the
end of which is falvation from fin, as many have
experienced. This 15wy comfort in my affiiéiion, for
thy word bath quickened me, Yal. cxix. 50. He will
[peak peace unto bis people and to bis faints, but let them
ot vetwrn again to folly, Plalm lxxxv. It is evie
dent, even from 2 Pet. chap. 1. that a fenfe of inte-
reft 15 received direétly in obtaining the precious
taith, through the righteouinefs of God and our
Saviour Jefus Chrift ; and the bottom of Gofpel con-
fidence and affurance is, as his Divine power bats
 given Lo us all things that pertain to'life and godlinefs,
ibrough the knowledge of bim that bath called us to glory
ana Virtue, whereby are given to us exceeding great and
precious promifes, that by themwe may be made partakers
of the Divine nature. 1In the belief of this, the Chrif-
tian 1§ alcertained of his right to eternal life, and his
attaining to it is, in and through Jefus Chrift, his
righteoufnefs and ftrength ; and the Apoftle exhorts
in verfe 5. Befides this (as if he had faid, ftrengthen
that affurance which you have received of your in-
terelt in Chrift through believing) in giving all difi-
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gence 10 ald to your faith, virtue; and to virtue, knowy-
Jedzz; eud to knowledge, teiperence, €&¢. This, | humbly
think, is ihe natural fcope and {enfe of the words,

neiti or have I in the leaft receded from it but I my,
agrerali: to the Scnptures, that knowledge of {pecial
inteie® is coceived direCtly 1n bt_llevlntr the Divine
teft.noay, 2nd our excernal obedience is only 10 far
a proot or evidense of this, as it 15 connected with,
and fiows from faith, Your words appear to me not
to be all of a piece; for they who ground their af-
furance of a fpecial intereft alone on the record of
God, have nonhmg for the peace of their mind, and
foundatlon of their confidence before Jchovah but
Chrit held out in.the promife and tetimony of God ;

and in proportion to their faith in this truth they
are affured of eternal life and final falvation, in and
through Jefus Chrit, and are from this confidence
excited to five as the fons of God, Phil. i, 16. But
thofe who botiom their aflfurance on their own obe-
dience, are thevery contraft to this ; for whatever be
the thing that affures the man of his {pecial rlght,
.that very thing is the ground of his l~0p~,, and gives
reft to his mmd tcuchmrr his eternal ftate; and as
you make your obedience. to the Gofpel precepts
your direét evidence for Heaven, then it i1s manifeft
you {eek {fomething elfe befides Chrift revealed: in the
word, to comfort and affure your minds of eternal
life; and all the encouragement that your faith draws
from the Golpel repert, amounts only to this, that
1t excites to obadience, in hopes of certain falvatlon,
if we do good works. Thus it removzes the feverity of
the law, nl'ld gives hopes, that our imperfe&t doings
will be accepted, but till works be performed, your
faith gives no aflured confidence of acceptance with
God ; bUL this' no ways acrees with the Apoﬁlc,
Rom. iv. 5. To bim that warketh iot, but believeth on
bim tat mﬁgﬁetb the urgedly, bis failh is counted for
righteodfiefs. It is manifeft, from the Apoftle’s rea-
{oning in this chapter, that evangelical affurance of

acceptance with God 1s reCPlved by believing, prior
o,
at
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to, and {eparate from, all our perfonal works ; dnd
if there is no affured hope but what is gained in a
courfe of obedience, then there is no propriety in the
Apoftle’s reafoning, and our own works muft be the
only ground of our rejoicing before God, which is
contrary to the whole fcope of the Gofpel, And this
(brother) feems to be the true meaning of your
words, and Is neither more or lefs than what thole
faid who are called Armenians; though I verily
think, that both you and many of them fpeak fa
more from a good than a bad defign; viz. Left fome
fhould take liberty to {in from the contrary doétrine,
as you think ;. which is fo far well in you both ; ne-

verthelefs, I humbly think, that you fhould query, -

whether the grear ftir you make for Gofpel obedience
proceedeth from real love to holinefs, or rather that
legal {pirit which 1s natural to us, and ftruggleth hard
for fomething of its own, to be lefs or morea ground
of rejoicing in the prefence of God. Of this we
have all great reafon to examine ourfelves; and I
thall only add, that the Gofpel faith, which aflures
the foul of fpecial intereft in Chrift, lays the {ureft
foundation for a holy life, and is the only powerful
excitement to a heavenly converfation.  For the grace
of God that bringeth [alvation, teacheth us, that dg-
nying ungodlinefs and wordly lufts, we fhould live foberly,
righteouflly, and godly, in the prefent world, &e. Titug
i I,

. Our Lord hath exprefsly faid, Matth, x; 22.
He that endureth unto the end, fball be faved's and if
none but fuch can be faved, then none can know that
they fhall be faved, but thofe that endure unto the
end; and the account which I have given of the
Chriftian faith, is agreeable to the words of Chnift,
and 1s fo far from coinciding with the Armenians,
that it is clofely conneted, and is a confirmation of
all thofe dotrines of the word which are denied by
them, viz. Eleétion, particular redemption, original
fin, Irreliftible grace, and the perfeverance of the
faints; |
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C. It is moft certain, that all who are the fubjefts
of precious faith, fhall endure unto the end; and

they in part know, that nothing fhall {eparate them
from the love of Chrift, Rom. viii. I make no

doubt of your affenting to thefe points of truth ; but
your notion of faith hath no afpet upon them as to
your own flate, for you have divefted 1t of all appro-
priating and interefting properties; and that faith
which gives no comfortable views of any pecial inte-
reft in thole grand points, has no certain and vifible
conneftion with them, therefore this belongeth not
to your faith ; but to the Chriltian faith, as it appre-
hends an iatereft in, and refts on Chrift, receives In
him a comfortable view of our being included in all
the doctrines of grace, and fhall perievere unto eter-
nal glory. 1 Pet. 1. 3. Bleffed be the God and Father
of our Lord Fefes Chrift, who bath begotien us agoin to
a lively bope, (not by our own works, but) by the refur-
retiion of Fefus Chrift from the dead, to an inberitance,
incorruptible, undefiled, and that fadeth not away, re-
ferved in Heaven for you, who are kept by the power
of God through faith unto falvation; and whatever you
have faid, to fthow the connection betwixt Gofpel
faith and thofe dotrines you mrention, it makes no-
thicg for you while you propagate that faith, which
gives no {pecial intereflt in the word of promife, but
upon the footing of cur own works. 1 know not
how many works you think muft be doneé before a
perfon may draw a certain conclufion of his ftate;
but I am fure, that your account differs much from
the Gofpel, which faith, Being juftified by faiih, we
bave peace with God, through our Lord Fefus Chrift.
Good works, or obedience, are the certain confe-
quences of this faith and peace, but not the founda-
tion of it.  Fuor véher foundation can no wian lay thau
what is laid, which is Jefus Chriff, 1 Cor. 11, 1L,

S. Itis indeed certain, that we are in great danger
of being deceived as to our confcioufnefs concerning
the goodnefs of our ftate as founded on our own

works; for afier all we have done, the only gr()unc}
0



(49 )

of our unfhaken comfort is, the abfolute fiee grace
of God in Chrift, which 1s fet before us in the word;
and the freedom of Divine grace 1s fuch, as to fuper-
cede any neceffity of being at prefent afcertained as
t0 fpecial intereft, in order to have a fufficient en-
couragement for the relief of our confcience mn the
prefence of God; for thisis held forth plainly and
freely in the Golpel, fo that we need not be diftreffed
or difpirited, while it remains to be 2 faithful faying,
and worthy of all acceptation, that Jefus Chrift came
into the world to fave finners. If we can believe this,
and fee Jefus Chrift to be ireely all in all for helplels
and condemned finners, we fhall find reft to our fouls,
even when we can find it no where elfe, and receive
fuch a hope as i1s fure and ftedfalt, and f{hall be
taught, yea, conftrained to love him; cleave to him,
and ferve him according to the diretion ot his word,
and thereby our faith will be proved to be real, ge.
nuine, and faving.

C. I rejoice, brother, that our converfation is like
to come to fo good an iffue; for now you have fully
confirmed all that I have been hinting "at; for
if, after all our own works, we may be deceived in
judging favourably of our ftate, and that the only
ground of a fure hope is the rich and free mercy of
God, which reigns through Jefus Chrift vnto cternal
life, then ic follows, that the teftimiony of God con-
cerning his Son, 1s the beft and only fure evidence
of a finner’s hope, which is enjoyed in believing ;
and when Chnift is fully received by faich, the finner
is freed from all perplexing concerns about any thing
elfe, becaufe they find in Chrift every thing that
renders them perfonally accepted with God, n the
beloved, Eph. i. 6. " And all thofe who deubt of
their interelt in Chrift, can find no peace in the pre-
lence of God, while fuch hefitations remain 5 for no-
thing can purge the heart from guilt, and give
the foul boldnets” in approaching near to God, but
the blood of Chrift ; and when this 1s applied by the
Holy Gheoft, this, and this alene effectually purges

the



( 50 )

the confcience from dead works to ferve the hving
'God, Heb. 1x. 14. And the freedom of grace is
{o far frcm fuperceding the prefent view of our own
intereft, thar it manifeftly fuppofes and encourages
it ; and 21l thele doubts and fears which diftrefs the
mind, are entirely owing to our not fully and con-
itandy excrcifing faith on Chnft, as the Lord our
righteoufnefs ; and we are encouraged 1n the Gofpel
to draw near to God, by appropriating faith 1n the
Lord Jcius Chrift. Heb. x. 21, 22. Having an high
prigft over the boufe of God, let us draw iear with a
trre beart, in full affurance of faith and thofe who
thus believe are {uch as worfbip God in the Spirit, and
‘rejoice 1w Chrift Jefus, end have no confidence in the
fefb, Phil.m. 3. And I would conftrutt part of
what you have now faid in this view, {o that we are
happily agreed ; therefore nothing remains but that
we endeavour to bzuld upon one another in our moft boly
feith, and live to the glory and praife of him who hath
called vs out of darknefs into bis marvellous light, 1 Pet,
1. Q.
98. I thought that you intended to fupport the po-
pular notion of affurance on your inward feelings, but
you have endeavourzd to eftablith 1t on’ your be-
lieving the teftimony of God, which has fomething
of both legalift and Antinomian as it flows from
your {uppoled inward work, it is connected with the
former, and as it has no refpett to future obedience,
it 1s 2lica to the latter ; therefore, oppoled to the
fcriprural affurance of {pecial intereft, which 1s ob-
tained by a continual obfervance of the Gofpel pre-
. cepts 3 however, I fhall think on fome things which
you hLave obferved, and may give you my thoughts
on them at a more convenient time.

C. I etteem 1t 2 favour that I have had your com-
pany {o long, and the more {o, if any thing that has
been hinted, fkall be thought worthy your confidera-
tion, and be made of any ule to promote that faith
and love which is the fum of Chniftianity, and fhould
ever be in full exercife to all who look for falvation

| through
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through Jefus Chrift.  Although they differ from us
in fome things, which often lles more 1n words than
n fub[’cance, throwh a milunderftanding one of an-
.othcr, an inftance we have of this in your conftruc-
tions upon what I have faid; for 1 have all along ob-
ferved, that although true faith fows from a Divine
principleof life, received whenthe foul is vitally uniced
to Chrift, in effectual calling, yet perfonal affurance
and fpecial interelt 1s neither “founded immediately on
that reccived life,. nor yet upon the aét of believing,
but directly and folly on the promife and te ﬁlmonf
of God Heb. vi, 17 7> 18. By two immutable tiings, i
which it was impoffidle for God to lie, we might have
Jirong ca;z_/EJZzztzan wwlo bave fled for refuge, to lay hold
on the hope fet before us.  Plalm Ix. 6. God bath fpoker
in bis bolinefls. I <vill rejoice y I wil] divide Schechem
I will mete out ihe valley of Succoth, And this Divine
faith is always, in proportion to the degree and ex-
ercife of it, productive of reverential fear, and a
Gofpel converfation ; therefore it hath not the leaft
tendency to the Neonomisn or Antinomian fide.
And as to our worthy brethren, whom you term po-
pular preachers, 1 underftand them as agreeing to
what I have fazd but if fome of them fhould 6ix the
evidence of perfonal intereft on the work of God in
the foul, this can be no objection to their Chriftianicy,
no more than it can be again{t thofe who ground
their affurance on the external froits of faith, nor
thofe who build 1t on the teflimony of God’s holy

word., This is only as if fome drank at the fpring
head, others at the ftream flowing from it; and fome

drink of the fame water, but not ull it be brought
1nto the houfe; however, all are partakers of the (ame
fountain, and cannot but ipeak wecll of it; yet, I
humbly think, that thoﬁ: who are enabled to rely
folely on the mercy of Ged, flowing through the
meritorious righteouinels and fulnefs that s in (,h"lﬂ:
they, I fay, enjoy the moft pure and permanent
comfort, and their obedience feems to be moft
cvangehcal nevcrthelefs, all thofe who find peace

ang d
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and reft in the biood of Cirifty and their confidence

tor eternal life founded alone on God 1n Chrift, whe-
ther affurance of fpecial interelt ariles direttly from

belfeving the promlm or fro:n the work of God on
ne le.ut, or from the frutts of grace mn therr hives,

“1‘::;.4 notning-azoimic the e\ridence of their Chni-

v 3 for where any cne, or all of thefe things are
:3.] ry, 1t is ali of Ged, and exper ienced icfs or
e b_ all the i.,..tl]t::, Wii0 "lCr(HO‘W]edgC that thf:_
whole of t2err f:lvation 15 ail of iree, rich, and {o-

relon Grace; r-""h..g through ]eﬁm (“hnﬂ: our

1ord, and ail who are thus mmaed Pcace be unto
acrey e wpen the Ifreel of Gee 3 but as
vors time will net adnus of any rurteer converfation,
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P ihalt only add, :.h:ii: tizreugh 1ich grace, it fhall be
v carnclt praver, th (ch may fhed abroad his

izve i OUr ht... s, that we may abound in love to
1 neonie of &l “"nommﬁtom without which our
chudicrce 10 the u_.ofpel will be very defefive, and
e Ceiniz of e diftinguithing chara@eriftic of
rivans. By his all all men kiow, that you are my

Gifeisks, if yeut beve lsve oue to e seber. John xul, 335.

:"-a
v
.

-
J',.

-



